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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. LAWRENCE).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 13, 2022.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRENDA L.
LAWRENCE to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy and omnipotent God, we stand
before You, vulnerable to Your power
at work within and around us. Like
precious metal, we are being forged,
tested like silver, formed by Your cre-
ative hands.

In these moments, may we trust that
You are refining us, restoring us, and
shaping us that we would best reflect
Your image in all we do.

We also stand before this Nation, ex-
posed to a multitude of opinions and a
host of challenges, bearing the respon-
sibilities that have been placed in our
care.

Many voices attempt to drown out
Your own divine word that has called
us to hold fast to our faith in Your per-
fect righteousness.

In these moments, may we stand firm
in our obedience to You, to Your claim
on our lives.

May the trials in our lives and the
testing of our faith produce steadfast-
ness in our walk with You.

In Your abiding name we pray.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

CELEBRATING KOREAN-AMERICAN
DAY

(Ms. BOURDEAUX asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BOURDEAUX. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate Korean-Amer-
ican Day, which marks the arrival of
the first group of Korean immigrants
to the United States in 1903.

I am proud to represent tens of thou-
sands of Korean Americans in Geor-
gia’s Seventh District. These individ-
uals are critical members of our com-
munity. From small business owners to
healthcare workers, they continue to
support us throughout the pandemic.

I would like to take this time to ac-
knowledge Korean-American leaders in
my district. Representative Sam Park
is the grandson of refugees from the

Korean war who became the first Asian
American and openly gay person elect-
ed to the Georgia State House of Rep-
resentatives.

Michelle Kang serves as president of
the Korean-American Public Action
Committee and is a tireless leader in
the community. It is an honor to work
with each of you.

Since the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we have been challenged with
an increase in the number of anti-
Asian hate crimes. This Korean-Amer-
ican Day, I am particularly grateful to
all of those working to address and end
anti-Asian hate in Georgia and across
the country. I look forward to con-
tinuing this work in Congress.

EACH VOTE IS IMPORTANT

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak on an
issue that is important for every Amer-
ican. I know the importance of each
vote and understand the difference one
vote or six can make. Our country was
founded on the right to vote in fair and
free elections and faith in the election
systems that conduct those elections.

Since Iowa implemented new voting
laws in 2017, our elections have seen
record turnout and participation.

Right now, the majority is pushing a
Federal takeover of elections, over-
riding laws in States like Iowa.

The proposed legislation would limit
voter ID laws, which are supported by
the overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans. It would also allow politicians to
use taxpayer dollars to run political
ads; meaning your money could go to
candidates and issues you do not sup-
port.

Finally, it would implement a ‘‘one-
size-fits-all”’ set of regulations instead
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of allowing individual States to estab-
lish laws that work for them as pro-
vided in our Constitution.

Voters in each congressional district
across the country are best informed to
choose their congressional representa-
tion. They do not need interference
from Washington, D.C.

We should be working to pass bipar-
tisan and commonsense voting laws,
not pushing a partisan agenda and
playing political games. Let’s make
sure that everyone can vote and that
every vote counts.

———

IMPROVE OUR INFRASTRUCTURE
AND PROTECT OUR CHILDREN

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to call attention to an
urgent problem facing my district.
Each and every one of these dots rep-
resents children with elevated toxic
levels of lead in their blood. The red
dots represent the higher levels, the
yellow dots, obviously, the lower lev-
els. You could almost draw my district
if you follow the red dots.

The fact is, Madam Speaker, that
many of these kids are being poisoned
by lead in their homes and, yes, even in
their schools. This is a problem that
disproportionately affects Latinos in
our community.

We need action to replace these lead
pipes and ensure our kids have clean,
safe water, no matter where they live.
That is why I am proud of our work in
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act. This law will bring $2.9 billion to
replace lead pipes in Texas schools.

While we have more work to do, our
work in this Chamber is a critical first
step to improving our infrastructure
and protecting our children.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
CLARENCE MORGAN

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of Clarence Morgan the longtime coun-
ty recreation director for Effingham
County.

Clarence started with the department
in 1980 and worked until he was pro-
moted to director in 2001. His passion
for health and wellness, including pro-
moting an active lifestyle for commu-
nity members, culminated in his devel-
opment of the Effingham County
Recreation Department.

With Ilimited resources and hard
work, Clarence managed to grow the
program into one of the top programs
in the State. In 2020, the brand new,
state-of-the-art gym was opened and
named in his honor.

Known by all for his integrity and
great strength of character, Clarence
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dedicated his life to ensuring a bright-
er, healthier future for Effingham
County residents. The department that
he re-ignited is a testament to his life’s
work. Our State and our community
will forever remember the life and leg-
acy of Clarence Morgan.

My thoughts and prayers are with his
family and his friends as we mourn the
loss of this great Georgian.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MARTA MACIAS BROWN

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to remember Marta Macias
Brown, a longtime public servant, com-
munity leader, and beloved constituent
of mine.

I had the privilege of knowing Marta
way before I took office and started
representing a portion of Marta’s late
husband’s district, the former Con-
gressman George E. Brown, Jr., whose
portrait hangs as a former chairman in
the Science Committee room.

Marta dedicated her career to advo-
cating for social justice, women’s
rights, and high-quality education for
students. She used her voice to elimi-
nate barriers and create spaces for
marginalized groups.

She was a proud Latina. She co-
founded one of the first Spanish publi-
cations in the Inland Empire called El
Chicano, to share important news with
our community.

Marta spent her life uplifting and
empowering others, and anyone who
knew her or knew of her could easily
speak to the love that she had for her
community and the commitment she
embodied for equality.

To the Macias Brown family and all
those who knew, loved, and respected
her, I offer my deepest condolences.
Marta’s legacy will always be cher-
ished.

———

HONORING 77 KENTUCKIANS WHO
LOST THEIR LIVES TO HORRIFIC
TORNADOES IN DECEMBER 2021

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the 77 Kentuckians
who lost their lives to the horrific tor-
nadoes that devastated our Common-
wealth this December. May we con-
tinue to lift up all of those who were
affected by these storms and support
the rebuilding of homes, businesses,
and livelihoods.

We lost 17 Kentuckians in my dis-
trict, all in my home county of Warren
County. We must ensure their memo-
ries are never forgotten, and I ask that
Americans keep these families and
these names in their prayers: Alisa
Besic, Alma Besic, Elma Besic,
Samantha Besic, Selmir Besic, Nariah
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Brown, Nolynn Brown, Nyles Brown,
Nyssa Brown, Rachel Brown, Steven
Brown, Terry Jayne, Say Meh, Cory
Scott, Victoria Smith, Mae White, and
Robert Williams, Jr.

May they rest in peace.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF SENATOR HARRY REID

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor a great son of Nevada,
Senator Harry Mason Reid.

Senator Reid was raised in a home
with dirt floors in Searchlight, Nevada.
And even as he rose to the highest lev-
els of power, including this Chamber,
he never forgot his small-town roots.

In the Senate, he fought for all of us.
He championed the DREAM Act and
brought young Dreamers to Capitol
Hill. He fought against Yucca Moun-
tain. And because of his work to pass
the Affordable Care Act, 31 million
Americans have healthcare today.

Most people don’t know this, but
long before he was a Senator, he paid
his way through law school by serving
with the U.S. Capitol Police. He pro-
tected this Capitol, and he defended
our democracy.

Senator Reid, thank you for your
lifetime of service. May you rest in
peace.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF WAYNE
CALVIN SMITH

(Mr. CAWTHORN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CAWTHORN. Madam Speaker, I
was raised with one brother. But I
truly felt like I had dozens and dozens
of siblings. You see, my cousins and I
grew up a little differently than most
families. We had a patriarch of our
family who made sure that multiple
times a year we all got together for a
big hoorah. Fourth of July, kids’ week,
Christmas, many of my favorite memo-
ries in my entire life stem from the
times we all gathered at the mountain
house. Wayne Smith, my great uncle,
taught us, the way to be truly wealthy
was to have a strong family.

Pappaw passed away on January 10.
He was about to celebrate 63 years of
marriage. He was able to touch people’s
souls with the way he talked. He would
skip classes in high school so that he
could work, yet still managed to be one
of the wisest men I have ever known.

He taught all of his grandsons how to
drive a stick shift in a pickup truck he
had since 1993. He made a bet with his
son to quit smoking and held up his
end of the bargain for 43 years.

He was the original grill master in
our family. He drank his coffee black
or didn’t drink it at all.

I am very proud to say that he got to
see the Braves win the World Series
last season.
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Pappaw, we all love you so much.
Thank you for imparting so much wis-
dom in our lives. Thank you for mak-
ing sure we all grew up with endless
cousins who are truly brothers and sis-
ters now.

Go Braves, and rest in peace, Wayne
Calvin Smith.

———
0 0915

HONORING THE WORK OF ALFRED
H. KURLAND

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the work of Al
Kurland, who has dedicated nearly
three decades to supporting youth and
families throughout the 13th Congres-
sional District.

From his early efforts and grassroots
engagement in Washington Heights,
Al’s work has inspired countless youth
advocates, social justice activists, and
civic mentors across the city of New
York.

Al has long championed ensuring
marginalized youth have a voice and
are empowered to thrive, and I am
proud to recognize his contributions
today.

His latest essay, ‘“The Soul of Adoles-
cence Aligns with the Heart of Democ-
racy,” follows his journey of discov-
ering his life’s purpose and his under-
standing of adolescent potential and
wisdom.

His candor and vulnerability have led
to countless young people finding their
full potential through community in-
volvement, strengthening our commu-
nity.

Al Kurland has significantly contrib-
uted to our community. For that, we
are thankful.

I commend him for his unwavering
dedication to all who call our city
home and applaud his tireless efforts to
make our community stronger for the
next generation of civic leaders.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF GILLEY’S

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, on March 29, 1971, in Pasadena,
Texas, Mickey Gilley opened a honky-
tonk bearing his name and changed the
world of country music forever.
Gilley’s reputation grew so much that
Hollywood took notice with the hit
movie ‘“Urban Cowboy,” filmed in and
around the Pasadena location. Man,
was it a hit.

Inspired by the real-life romance of a
pair of the club’s patrons, ‘“‘Urban Cow-
boy’’ put Gilley’s on the map, revived
music careers, and launched others. It
introduced two-stepping to a whole
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new audience and created a lifestyle
which has been adopted by millions.

Madam Speaker, 40 years later,
America’s love of Wrangler jeans, cow-
boy boots, and pickup trucks under-
scores that lasting cultural legacy.

Although the club is no more,
Gilley’s is certainly not forgotten. Its
memory lives on decades later through
music and film, of course, but even,
more importantly, through the lives
and loves of those who frequented
Gilley’s. And you always knew when
someone had been to Gilley’s because
they had the bumper sticker to prove
it.

Thank you to Mickey Gilley for in-
troducing our way of life to the world.
Thank you to the Galveston Chamber
of Commerce—at 177 years young,
Texas’ oldest chamber of commerce—
for honoring the 50th anniversary of
our great southeast Texas true country
club and Mr. Mickey Gilley.

———

NASA ENHANCED USE LEASING
EXTENSION ACT OF 2021

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 868, I call
up the bill (H.R. 5746) to amend title 51,
United States Code, to extend the au-
thority of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration to enter into
leases of non-excess property of the Ad-
ministration, with the Senate amend-
ment thereto.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Louisiana). The Clerk will
designate the Senate amendment.

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“NASA En-
hanced Use Leasing Extension Act of 2021.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress find the following:

(1) NASA uses enhanced use leasing to enter
into agreements with private sector entities,
State and local governments, academic institu-
tions, and other Federal agencies for lease of
non-excess, underutiliczed NASA properties and
facilities.

(2) NASA uses enhanced use leasing authority
to support responsible management of its real
property, including to improve the use of under-
utiliced property for activities that are compat-
ible with NASA’s mission and to reduce facility
operating and maintenance costs.

(3) In fiscal year 2019, under its enhanced use
lease authority, NASA leased 65 real properties.

(4) In fiscal year 2019, NASA’s use of en-
hanced use leasing resulted in the collection of
$10,843,025.77 in net revenue.

(5) In fiscal year 2019, NASA used a portion of
its enhanced use leasing revenues for repairs of
facility control systems such as lighting and
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning.

(6) NASA’s use of enhanced use leasing au-
thority can contribute to reducing the rate of in-
crease of the Agency’s overall deferred mainte-
nance cost.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO ENTER
INTO LEASES OF NON-EXCESS PROP-
ERTY OF THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRA-
TION.

Section 20145(g) of title 51, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2021’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2022”°.
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SEC. 4. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the pur-
pose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go Act of 2010, shall be determined by ref-
erence to the latest statement titled ‘‘Budgetary
Effects of PAYGO Legislation’ for this Act, sub-
mitted for printing in the Congressional Record
by the Chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee, provided that such statement has been
submitted prior to the vote on passage.

MOTION TO CONCUR

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
have a motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will designate the motion.

The text of the motion is as follows:

Mr. Butterfield of North Carolina moves
that the House concur in the Senate amend-
ment to H.R. 5746 with an amendment con-
sisting of the text of Rules Committee Print
117-28.

The text of the House amendment to
the Senate amendment to the text is as
follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be inserted
by the Senate amendment, insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Freedom to
Vote: John R. Lewis Act’.
SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS;

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) DIVISIONS.—This Act is organized into di-
visions as follows:

(1) Division A—Voter Access.

(2) Division B—Election Integrity.

(3) Division C—Civic Participation and Em-
powerment.

(4) Division D—Voting Rights.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Organization of Act into divisions; table

of contents.
Sec. 3. Findings of general constitutional au-
thority.
Sec. 4. Standards for judicial review.
Sec. 5. Severability.
DIVISION A—VOTER ACCESS

TITLE [—ELECTION MODERNIZATION AND
ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 1000. Short title; statement of policy.
Subtitle A—Voter Registration Modernization
Sec. 1000A. Short title.
PART 1—AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION

Sec. 1001. Short title; findings and purpose.
Sec. 1002. Automatic registration of eligible in-
dividuals.
Voter protection and security in
automatic registration.
Payments and grants.
Miscellaneous provisions.
1006. Definitions.
1007. Effective date.
PART 2—ELECTION DAY AS LEGAL PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

Sec. 1011. Election day as legal public holiday.
PART 3—PROMOTING INTERNET REGISTRATION

Sec. 1021. Requiring availability of internet for
voter registration.

Use of internet to update registration
information.

Provision of election information by
electronic mail to individuals reg-
istered to vote.

Clarification of requirement regard-
ing necessary information to show
eligibility to vote.

Prohibiting State from requiring ap-
plicants to provide more than last
4 digits of social security number.

Application of rules to certain exempt
States.

The

Sec. 1003.

1004.
1005.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1022.

Sec. 1023.

Sec. 1024.
Sec. 1025.

Sec. 1026.
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Sec. 1027. Report on data collection relating to
online voter registration systems.

Sec. 1028. Permitting voter registration applica-
tion form to serve as application
for absentee ballot.

Sec. 1029. Effective date.

PART 4—SAME DAY VOTER REGISTRATION

Sec. 1031. Same day registration.

Sec. 1032. Ensuring pre-election registration
deadlines are consistent with tim-
ing of legal public holidays.

PART 5—STREAMLINE VOTER REGISTRATION
INFORMATION, ACCESS, AND PRIVACY

Sec. 1041. Authoricing the dissemination of
voter registration information dis-
plays following naturalization
ceremonies.

Sec. 1042. Inclusion of voter registration infor-
mation with certain leases and
vouchers for federally assisted
rental housing and mortgage ap-
plications.

Sec. 1043. Acceptance of voter registration ap-
plications from individuals under
18 years of age.

Sec. 1044. Requiring states to establish and op-
erate voter privacy programs.

PART 6—FUNDING SUPPORT TO STATES FOR
COMPLIANCE

Sec. 1051. Availability of requirements pay-
ments under HAV A to cover costs
of compliance with new require-
ments.

Subtitle B—Access to Voting for Individuals
With Disabilities

Sec. 1101. Requirements for States to promote
access to voter registration and
voting for individuals with dis-
abilities.

Establishment and maintenance of
State accessible election websites.

Protections for in-person voting for
individuals with disabilities and
older individuals.

Protections for individuals subject to
guardianship.

Erpansion and reauthorization of
grant program to assure voting
access for individuals with dis-
abilities.

Funding for protection and advocacy
systems.

Pilot programs for enabling individ-
uals with disabilities to register to
vote privately and independently
at residences.

GAO analysis and report on voting
access for individuals with dis-
abilities.

Subtitle C—Early Voting

Early voting.

Subtitle D—Voting by Mail

Voting by mail.

Balloting materials tracking program.

Election mail and delivery improve-
ments.

Carriage of election mail.

Requiring States to provide secured
drop bozxes for voted ballots in
elections for Federal office.

Subtitle E—Absent Uniformed Services Voters
and Overseas Voters

Sec. 1401. Pre-election reports on availability
and transmission of absentee bal-
lots.

Sec. 1402. Enforcement.

Sec. 1403. Transmission requirements; repeal of

waiver provision.

Use of single absentee ballot applica-

tion for subsequent elections.

Sec. 1405. Extending guarantee of residency for
voting purposes to family members
of absent military personnel.

Sec. 1102.

Sec. 1103.

Sec. 1104.

Sec. 1105.

Sec. 1106.

Sec. 1107.

Sec. 1108.

Sec. 1201.

1301.
1302.
1303.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

1304.
1305.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1404.
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Sec. 1406. Technical clarifications to conform to
Military and Overseas Voter Em-
powerment Act amendments re-
lated to the Federal write-in ab-
sentee ballot.

Sec. 1407. Treatment of post card registration
requests.

Sec. 1408. Presidential designee report on voter
disenfranchisement.

Sec. 1409. Effective date.

Subtitle F—Enhancement of Enforcement

Sec. 1501. Enhancement of enforcement of Help
America Vote Act of 2002.

Subtitle G—Promoting Voter Access Through
Election Administration Modernization Im-
provements

PART 1—PROMOTING VOTER ACCESS

Sec. 1601. Minimum notification requirements
for wvoters affected by polling
place changes.

Applicability to Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

Elimination of 14-day time period be-
tween general election and runoff
election for Federal elections in
the Virgin Islands and Guam.

Application of Federal election ad-
ministration laws to territories of
the United States.

Application of Federal voter protec-
tion laws to territories of the
United States.

Ensuring equitable and efficient op-
eration of polling places.

Prohibiting States from restricting
curbside voting.

PART 2—IMPROVEMENTS IN OPERATION OF
ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

Sec. 1611. Reauthorization of Election Assist-
ance Commission.

1612. Recommendations to improve oper-
ations of Election Assistance Com-
mission.

1613. Repeal of exemption of Election As-
sistance Commission from certain
government contracting require-
ments.

PART 3—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

1621. Definition of election for Federal of-
fice.

No effect on other laws.

Clarification of exemption for States
without voter registration.

Clarification of exemption for States
which do not collect telephone in-
formation.

Subtitle H—Democracy Restoration

1701. Short title.

1702. Findings.

1703. Rights of citizens.

1704. Enforcement.

1705. Notification of restoration of voting
rights.

Definitions.

Relation to other laws.

Sec. 1708. Federal prison funds.

Sec. 1709. Effective date.

Subtitle I—Voter Identification and Allowable
Alternatives
Sec. 1801. Requirements for voter identification.
Subtitle J—Voter List Maintenance Procedures
PART 1—VOTER CAGING PROHIBITED
Sec. 1901. Voter caging prohibited.
PART 2—SAVING ELIGIBLE VOTERS FROM VOTER
PURGING

Sec. 1911. Conditions for removal of voters from

list of registered voters.
Subtitle K—Severability

Sec. 1921. Severability.

DIVISION B—ELECTION INTEGRITY
TITLE II—PROHIBITING INTERFERENCE
WITH VOTER REGISTRATION
Sec. 2001. Prohibiting hindering, interfering
with, or preventing voter registra-

tion.

Sec. 2002. Establishment of best practices.

Sec. 1602.

Sec. 1603.

Sec. 1604.

Sec. 1605.

Sec. 1606.

Sec. 1607.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

1622.
1623.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1624.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

1706.
1707.

Sec.
Sec.
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TITLE III—PREVENTING ELECTION
SUBVERSION

Subtitle A—Restrictions on Removal of Election
Administrators

Sec. 3001. Restrictions on removal of local elec-
tion administrators in administra-
tion of elections for Federal office.

Subtitle B—Increased Protections for Election
Workers

Sec. 3101. Harassment of election workers pro-
hibited.
Sec. 3102. Protection of election workers.

Subtitle C—Prohibiting Deceptive Practices and
Preventing Voter Intimidation

3201. Short title.

3202. Prohibition on deceptive practices in
Federal elections.

3203. Corrective action.

3204. Reports to Congress.

3205. Private rights of action by election
officials.

3206. Making intimidation of tabulation,
canvass, and certification efforts
a crime.

Subtitle D—Protection of Election Records &
Election Infrastructure

Sec. 3301. Strengthen protections for Federal
election records.
Sec. 3302. Penalties; inspection; mondisclosure;
Jjurisdiction.
Sec. 3303. Judicial review to ensure compliance.
Subtitle E—Judicial Protection of the Right to
Vote and Non-partisan Vote Tabulation

PART I—RIGHT TO VOTE ACT

3401. Short title.

3402. Undue burdens on the ability to vote
in elections for Federal office pro-
hibited.

Judicial review.

Definitions.

Rules of construction.

3406. Severability.

3407. Effective date.

PART 2—CLARIFYING JURISDICTION OVER

ELECTION DISPUTES

Sec. 3411. Findings.

Sec. 3412. Clarifying authority of United States
district courts to hear cases.

Sec. 3413. Effective date.

Subtitle F—Poll Worker Recruitment and
Training
Sec. 3501. Grants to States for poll worker re-
cruitment and training.
Sec. 3502. State defined.

Subtitle G—Preventing Poll Observer
Interference

Sec. 3601. Protections for voters on Election
Day.
Subtitle H—Preventing Restrictions on Food
and Beverages

Sec. 3701. Short title; findings.

Sec. 3702. Prohibiting restrictions on donations
of food and beverages at polling
stations.

Subtitle [—Establishing Duty to Report Foreign
Election Interference

Findings relating to illicit money un-

dermining our democracy.

Federal campaign reporting of for-

eign contacts.

Federal campaign foreign contact re-

porting compliance system.

Criminal penalties.

Report to congressional intelligence

committees.

Sec. 3806. Rule of construction.

Subtitle J—Promoting Accuracy, Integrity, and
Security Through Voter-Verifiable Permanent
Paper Ballot

Sec. 3901. Short title.

Sec. 3902. Paper ballot and manual counting re-

quirements.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

3403.
3404.
3405.

Sec. 3801.

Sec. 3802.
Sec. 3803.

3804.
3805.

Sec.
Sec.



January 13, 2022

Sec. 3903. Accessibility and ballot verification
for individuals with disabilities.
Durability and readability require-
ments for ballots.

Study and report on optimal ballot
design.

Ballot marking device cybersecurity
requirements.

Effective date for new requirements.

Grants for obtaining compliant paper
ballot voting systems and carrying
out wvoting system security im-
provements.

Subtitle K—Provisional Ballots

Sec. 3911. Requirements for counting provi-
sional ballots; establishment of
uniform and mnondiscriminatory
standards.

TITLE IV—VOTING SYSTEM SECURITY

Sec. 4001. Post-election audit requirement.

Sec. 4002. Election infrastructure designation.

Sec. 4003. Guidelines and certification for elec-
tronic poll books and remote bal-
lot marking systems.

Pre-election reports on voting system
usage.

Use of voting machines manufactured
in the United States.

Use of political party headquarters
building fund for technology or
cybersecurity-related purposes.

Sec. 4007. Severability.

DIVISION C—CIVIC PARTICIPATION AND
EMPOWERMENT

TITLE V—NONPARTISAN REDISTRICTING
REFORM

Finding of constitutional authority.
Ban on mid-decade redistricting.
Criteria for redistricting.
Development of plan.
Failure by State to enact plan.
Civil enforcement.
No effect on elections for State and
local office.

5008. Effective date.

TITLE VI—CAMPAIGN FINANCE
TRANSPARENCY

Subtitle A—DISCLOSE Act

Sec. 6001. Short title.
Sec. 6002. Findings.

PART 1—CLOSING LOOPHOLES ALLOWING
SPENDING BY FOREIGN NATIONALS IN ELECTIONS

Sec. 6003. Clarification of application of foreign
money ban to certain disburse-
ments and activities.

Study and report on illicit foreign
money in Federal elections.

Prohibition on contributions and do-
nations by foreign nationals in
connection with ballot initiatives
and referenda.

Disbursements and activities subject
to foreign money ban.

Prohibiting establishment of corpora-
tion to conceal election contribu-
tions and donations by foreign
nationals.

PART 2—REPORTING OF CAMPAIGN-RELATED

DISBURSEMENTS

Sec. 6011. Reporting of campaign-related dis-
bursements.

Sec. 6012. Reporting of Federal judicial nomina-
tion disbursements.

Sec. 6013. Coordination with FinCEN.

Sec. 6014. Application of foreign money ban to
disbursements for campaign-re-
lated disbursements consisting of
covered transfers.

Sec. 6015. Effective date.

PART 3—OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS

Sec. 6021. Petition for certiorari.

Sec. 6022. Judicial review of actions related to
campaign finance laws.

Sec. 6023. Effective date.

Sec. 3904.

Sec. 3905.
Sec. 3906.

3907.
3908.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 4004.

Sec. 4005.

Sec. 4006.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

5001.
5002.
5003.
5004.
5005.
5006.
5007.

Sec.

Sec. 6004.

Sec. 6005.

Sec. 6006.

Sec. 6007.
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Subtitle B—Honest Ads

Short title.

Purpose.

Findings.

Sense of Congress.

Expansion of definition of public
communication.

Expansion of definition of election-
eering communication.

Application of disclaimer statements
to online communications.

Political record requirements for on-
line platforms.

Preventing contributions, expendi-
tures, independent expenditures,
and disbursements for election-
eering communications by foreign
nationals in the form of online
advertising.

Requiring online platforms to display
notices identifying sponsors of po-
litical advertisements and to en-
sure notices continue to be present
when advertisements are shared.

Subtitle C—Spotlight Act

Short title.

Inclusion of contributor information
on annual returns of certain or-
ganizations.

TITLE VII—CAMPAIGN FINANCE

OVERSIGHT

Subtitle A—Stopping Super PAC-Candidate
Coordination

Sec. 7001. Short title.

Sec. 7002. Clarification of treatment of coordi-
nated expenditures as contribu-
tions to candidates.

Subtitle B—Restoring Integrity to America’s
Elections

Short title.

Revision to enforcement process.

Official exercising the responsibilities
of the general counsel.

Permitting appearance at hearings on
requests for advisory opinions by
persons opposing the requests.

Permanent extension of administra-
tive penalty authority.

Restrictions on ex parte communica-
tions.

Clarifying authority of FEC attor-
neys to represent FEC in Supreme
Court.

Requiring forms to permit use of ac-
cent marks.

Extension of the statutes of limita-
tions for offenses under the Fed-
eral Election Campaign Act of
1971.

Sec. 7110. Effective date; transition.

Subtitle C—Imposition of Fee for Reports Filed
by Paper

Sec. 7201. Imposition of fee for reports filed by
paper.

TITLE VIII—CITIZEN EMPOWERMENT
Subtitle A—Funding to Promote Democracy
PART 1—PAYMENTS AND ALLOCATIONS TO STATES
Sec. 8001. Democracy Advancement and Inno-

vation Program.

State plan.

Prohibiting reduction in access to
participation in elections.

Amount of State allocation.

Procedures for disbursements of pay-
ments and allocations.

Office of Democracy Advancement
and Innovation.

PART 2—STATE ELECTION ASSISTANCE AND
INNOVATION TRUST FUND

Sec. 8011. State Election Assistance and Inno-
vation Trust Fund.

Sec. 8012. Uses of Fund.

Sec. 8013. Assessments against fines and pen-
alties.

6101.
6102.
6103.
6104.
6105.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 6106.

Sec. 6107.
Sec. 6108.

Sec. 6109.

Sec. 6110.

6201.
6202.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 7101.
Sec. 7102.
Sec. 7103.

Sec. 7104.

Sec. 7105.

Sec. 7106.

Sec. 7107.

Sec. 7108.

Sec. 7109.

8002.
8003.

Sec.
Sec.

8004.
8005.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 8006.
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PART 3—GENERAL PROVISIONS
8021. Definitions.
8022. Rule of construction regarding cal-
culation of deadlines.
Subtitle B—Elections for House of
Representatives

8101. Short title.

PART 1—OPTIONAL DEMOCRACY CREDIT
PROGRAM

8102. Establishment of program.

8103. Credit program described.

Sec. 8104. Reports.

Sec. 8105. Election cycle defined.

PART 2—OPTIONAL SMALL DOLLAR FINANCING
OF ELECTIONS FOR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Sec. 8111. Benefits and eligibility requirements

for candidates.

Sec. 8112. Contributions and expenditures by
multicandidate and political
party committees on behalf of par-
ticipating candidates.

Sec. 8113. Prohibiting use of contributions by
participating candidates for pur-
poses other than campaign for
election.

Sec. 8114. Deadline for regulations.

Subtitle C—Personal Use Services as Authorized

Campaign Expenditures

Sec. 8201. Short title; findings, purpose.

Sec. 8202. Treatment of payments for child care
and other personal use services as
authoriced campaign expenditure.

Subtitle D—Empowering Small Dollar Donations

Sec. 8301. Permitting political party committees
to provide enhanced support for
House candidates through use of
separate small dollar accounts.

Subtitle E—Severability

Sec. 8401. Severability.

DIVISION D—VOTING RIGHTS
TITLE IX—VOTING RIGHTS
Sec. 9000. Short title.

Subtitle A—Amendments to the Voting Rights

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Act

Sec. 9001. Vote dilution, denial, and abridgment
claims.

Sec. 9002. Retrogression.

Sec. 9003. Violations triggering authority of
court to retain jurisdiction.

Sec. 9004. Criteria for coverage of States and
political subdivisions.

Sec. 9005. Determination of States and Political
Subdivisions Subject to
Preclearance for Covered Prac-
tices.

Sec. 9006. Promoting transparency to enforce
the Voting Rights Act.

Sec. 9007. Authority to assign observers.

Sec. 9008. Clarification of authority to seek re-
lief.

Sec. 9009. Preventive relief.

Sec. 9010. Bilingual election requirements.

Sec. 9011. Relief for violations of voting rights
laws.

Sec. 9012. Protection of tabulated votes.

Sec. 9013. Enforcement of Voting Rights by At-
torney General.

Sec. 9014. Definitions.

Sec. 9015. Attorneys’ fees.

Sec. 9016. Other technical and conforming
amendments.

Sec. 9017. Severability.

Sec. 9018. Grants to assist with notice require-
ments under the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

Subtitle B—Election Worker and Polling Place

Protection

Sec. 9101. Short title.

Sec. 9102. Election worker and polling place
protection.

Subtitle C—Native American Voting Rights Act

Sec. 9201. Short title.
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Sec. 9202. Findings and purposes.

Sec. 9203. Definitions.

Sec. 9204. Establishment of a Native American
voting task force grant program.

Sec. 9205. Voter registration sites at Indian
service providers and on Indian
lands.

Sec. 9206. Accessible Tribal designated polling
sites.

Sec. 9207. Procedures for removal of polling
places and voter registration sites
on Indian lands.

Sec. 9208. Tribal voter identification.

Sec. 9209. Permitting voters To designate other
person to return ballot.

Sec. 9210. Bilingual election requirements.

Sec. 9211. Federal observers to protect Tribal
voting rights.

Sec. 9212. Tribal jurisdiction.

Sec. 9213. Tribal voting consultation.

Sec. 9214. Attorneys’ fees, expert fees, and liti-
gation expenses.

Sec. 9215. GAO study and report.

Sec. 9216. United States Postal Service con-
sultation.

Sec. 9217. Severability; relationship to other
laws; Tribal sovereign immunity.

Sec. 9218. Authorization of appropriations.

SEC. 3. FINDINGS OF GENERAL CONSTITUTIONAL

AUTHORITY.

Congress finds that the Constitution of the
United States grants explicit and broad author-
ity to protect the right to vote, to regulate elec-
tions for Federal office, to prevent and remedy
discrimination in voting, and to defend the Na-
tion’s democratic process. Congress enacts the
Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act pursuant to
this broad authority, including but not limited
to the following:

(1) Congress finds that it has broad authority
to regulate the time, place, and manner of con-
gressional elections under the Elections Clause
of the Constitution, article I, section 4, clause 1.
The Supreme Court has affirmed that the ‘‘sub-
stantive scope’ of the Elections Clause is
“broad’’; that ‘‘Times, Places, and Manner’’ are
‘“‘comprehensive words which embrace authority
to provide for a complete code for congressional
elections’’; and “‘[t]he power of Congress over
the Times, Places and Manner of congressional
elections is paramount, and may be exercised at
any time, and to any extent which it deems ex-
pedient; and so far as it is exercised, and no far-
ther, the regulations effected supersede those of
the State which are inconsistent therewith’’. Ar-
izona v. Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, 570
U.S. 1, 8-9 (2013) (internal quotation marks and
citations omitted). Indeed, ‘‘Congress has ple-
nary and paramount jurisdiction over the whole
subject’” of congressional elections, Exr parte
Siebold, 100 U.S. (10 Otto) 371, 388 (1879), and
this power ‘“‘may be exercised as and when Con-
gress sees fit”’, and ‘‘so far as it extends and
conflicts with the regulations of the State, nec-
essarily supersedes them’. Id. at 384. Among
other things, Congress finds that the Elections
Clause was intended to ‘‘vindicate the people’s
right to equality of representation in the
House’. Wesberry v. Sanders, 376 U.S. 1, 16
(1964), and to address partisan gerrymandering,
Rucho v. Common Cause, 139 S. Ct. 2484 (2019).

(2) Congress also finds that it has both the au-
thority and responsibility, as the legislative
body for the United States, to fulfill the promise
of article IV, section 4, of the Constitution,
which states: ‘“‘The United States shall guar-
antee to every State in this Union a Republican
Form of Government[.]”’. Congress finds that its
authority and responsibility to enforce the
Guarantee Clause is clear given that Federal
courts have mot enforced this clause because
they understood that its enforcement is com-
mitted to Congress by the Constitution.

(3)(A) Congress also finds that it has broad
authority pursuant to section 5 of the Four-
teenth Amendment to legislate to enforce the
provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment, in-
cluding its protections of the right to vote and
the democratic process.
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(B) Section 1 of the Fourteenth Amendment
protects the fundamental right to vote, which is
“of the most fundamental significance under
our constitutional structure”’. Ill. Bd. of Elec-
tion v. Socialist Workers Party, 440 U.S. 173, 184
(1979); see United States v. Classic, 313 U.S. 299
(1941) (“‘Obviously included within the right to
choose, secured by the Constitution, is the right
of qualified voters within a State to cast their
ballots and have them counted . . .”’). As the Su-
preme Court has repeatedly affirmed, the right
to vote is “‘preservative of all rights’, Yick Wo
v. Hopkins, 118 U.S. 356, 370 (1886). Section 2 of
the Fourteenth Amendment also protects the
right to vote, granting Congress additional au-
thority to reduce a State’s representation in
Congress when the right to vote is abridged or
denied.

(C) As a result, Congress finds that it has the
authority pursuant to section 5 of the Four-
teenth Amendment to protect the right to vote.
Congress also finds that States and localities
have eroded access to the right to vote through
restrictions on the right to vote including exces-
sively onerous voter identification requirements,
burdensome voter registration procedures, voter
purges, limited and unequal access to voting by
mail, polling place closures, unequal distribu-
tion of election resources, and other impedi-
ments.

(D) Congress also finds that ‘‘the right of suf-
frage can be denied by a debasement or dilution
of the weight of a citicen’s vote just as effec-
tively as by wholly prohibiting the free exercise
of the franchise’’. Reynolds v. Sims, 377 U.S.
533, 555 (1964). Congress finds that the right of
suffrage has been so diluted and debased by
means of gerrymandering of districts. Congress
finds that it has authority pursuant to section
5 of the Fourteenth Amendment to remedy this
debasement.

(4)(A) Congress also finds that it has author-
ity to legislate to eliminate racial discrimination
in voting and the democratic process pursuant
to both section 5 of the Fourteenth Amendment,
which grants equal protection of the laws, and
section 2 of the Fifteenth Amendment, which ex-
plicitly bars denial or abridgment of the right to
vote on account of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude.

(B) Congress finds that racial discrimination
in access to voting and the political process per-
sists. Voting restrictions, redistricting, and other
electoral practices and processes continue to dis-
proportionately impact communities of color in
the United States and do so as a result of both
intentional racial discrimination, structural rac-
ism, and the ongoing structural socioeconomic
effects of historical racial discrimination.

(C) Recent elections and studies have shown
that minority communities wait longer in lines
to vote, are more likely to have their mail ballots
rejected, continue to face intimidation at the
polls, are more likely to be disenfranchised by
voter purges, and are disproportionately bur-
dened by excessively onerous voter identification
and other voter restrictions. Research shows
that communities of color are more likely to face
nearly every barrier to voting than their white
counterparts.

(D) Congress finds that racial disparities in
disenfranchisement due to past felony convic-
tions is particularly stark. In 2020, according to
the Sentencing Project, an estimated 5,200,000
Americans could not vote due to a felony con-
viction. One in 16 African Americans of voting
age is disenfranchised, a rate 3.7 times greater
than that of mon-African Americans. In seven
States—Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, Mis-
sissippi, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wyoming—
movre than one in seven African Americans is
disenfranchised, twice the national average for
African Americans. Congress finds that felony
disenfranchisement was one of the tools of in-
tentional racial discrimination during the Jim
Crow era. Congress further finds that current
racial disparities in felony disenfranchisement
are linked to this history of voter suppression,
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structural racism in the criminal justice system,
and ongoing effects of historical discrimination.

(5)(A) Congress finds that it further has the
powey to protect the right to vote from denial or
abridgment on account of sex, age, or ability to
pay a poll tax or other tax pursuant to the
Nineteenth, Twenty-Fourth, and Twenty-Sizth
Amendments.

(B) Congress finds that electoral practices in-
cluding voting rights restoration conditions for
people with convictions and other restrictions to
the franchise burden voters on account of their
ability to pay.

(C) Congress further finds that electoral prac-
tices including voting restrictions related to col-
lege campuses, age restrictions on mail voting,
and similar practices burden the right to vote on
account of age.

SEC. 4. STANDARDS FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For any action brought for
declaratory or injunctive relief to challenge,
whether facially or as-applied, the constitu-
tionality or lawfulness of any provision of this
Act or any amendment made by this Act or any
rule or regulation promulgated under this Act,
the following rules shall apply:

(1) The action shall be filed in the United
States District Court for the District of Colum-
bia and an appeal from the decision of the dis-
trict court may be taken to the Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit. These
courts, and the Supreme Court of the United
States on a writ of certiorari (if such writ is
issued), shall have exclusive jurisdiction to hear
such actions.

(2) The party filing the action shall concur-
rently deliver a copy the complaint to the Clerk
of the House of Representatives and the Sec-
retary of the Senate.

(3) It shall be the duty of the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia and
the Court of Appeals for the District of Colum-
bia Circuit to advance on the docket and to ex-
pedite to the greatest possible extent the disposi-
tion of the action and appeal.

(b) CLARIFYING SCOPE OF JURISDICTION.—If an
action at the time of its commencement is not
subject to subsection (a), but an amendment,
counterclaim, cross-claim, affirmative defense,
or any other pleading or motion is filed chal-
lenging, whether facially or as-applied, the con-
stitutionality or lawfulness of this Act or any
amendment made by this Act or any rule or reg-
ulation promulgated under this Act, the district
court shall transfer the action to the District
Court for the District of Columbia, and the ac-
tion shall thereafter be conducted pursuant to
subsection (a).

(c) INTERVENTION BY MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS.—In any action described in subsection
(a), any Member of the House of Representatives
(including a Delegate or Resident Commissioner
to the Congress) or Senate shall have the right
to intervene either in support of or opposition to
the position of a party to the case regarding the
constitutionality of the provision. To avoid du-
plication of efforts and reduce the burdens
placed on the parties to the action, the court in
any such action may make such orders as it
considers necessary, including orders to require
interveners taking similar positions to file joint
papers or to be represented by a single attorney
at oral argument.

SEC. 5. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act or any amendment
made by this Act, or the application of any such
provision or amendment to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, the
remainder of this Act, and the application of
such provision or amendment to any other per-
son or circumstance, shall not be affected by the
holding.

DIVISION A—VOTER ACCESS
TITLE I—ELECTION MODERNIZATION AND
ADMINISTRATION
SEC. 1000. SHORT TITLE; STATEMENT OF POLICY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited as

the “Voter Empowerment Act of 2021°°.
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(b) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy of
the United States that—

(1) the ability of all eligible citizens of the
United States to access and exercise their con-
stitutional right to vote in a free, fair, and time-
ly manner must be vigilantly enhanced, pro-
tected, and maintained; and

(2) the integrity, security, and accountability
of the wvoting process must be vigilantly pro-
tected, maintained, and enhanced in order to
protect and preserve electoral and participatory
democracy in the United States.

Subtitle A—Voter Registration Modernization
SEC. 1000A. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Voter Reg-

istration Modernization Act of 2021°°.
PART 1—AUTOMATIC VOTER
REGISTRATION
SEC. 1001. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS AND PUR-
POSE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This part may be cited as
the ‘““‘Automatic Voter Registration Act of 2021”°.

(b) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.—

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(A) the right to vote is a fundamental right of
citicens of the United States;

(B) it is the responsibility of the State and
Federal Governments to ensure that every eligi-
ble citizen is registered to vote;

(C) existing voter registration systems can be
inaccurate, costly, inaccessible and confusing,
with damaging effects on voter participation in
elections for Federal office and disproportionate
impacts on young people, persons with disabil-
ities, and racial and ethnic minorities; and

(D) voter registration systems must be updated
with 21st Century technologies and procedures
to maintain their security.

(2) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this part—

(A) to establish that it is the responsibility of
government to ensure that all eligible citizens
are registered to vote in elections for Federal of-
fice;

(B) to enable the State Govermments to reg-
ister all eligible citizens to vote with accurate,
cost-efficient, and up-to-date procedures;

(C) to modernize voter registration and list
maintenance procedures with electronic and
internet capabilities; and

(D) to protect and enhance the integrity, ac-
curacy, efficiency, and accessibility of the elec-
toral process for all eligible citizens.

SEC. 1002. AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION OF ELIGI-
BLE INDIVIDUALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20504) is amend-
ed by inserting after section 5 the following new
section:

“SEC. 5A. AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION BY STATE
MOTOR VEHICLE AUTHORITY.

““(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘(1) APPLICABLE AGENCY.—The term ‘applica-
ble agency’ means, with respect to a State, the
State motor vehicle authority responsible for
motor vehicle driver’s licenses under State law.

““(2) APPLICABLE TRANSACTION.—The term ‘ap-
plicable transaction’ means—

‘“(A) an application to an applicable agency
for a motor vehicle driver’s license; and

‘““(B) any other service or assistance (includ-
ing for a change of address) provided by an ap-
plicable agency.

“(3) AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION.—The term
‘automatic registration’ means a system that
registers an individual to vote and updates ex-
isting registrations, in elections for Federal of-
fice in a State, if eligible, by -electronically
transferring the information necessary for reg-
istration from the applicable agency to election
officials of the State so that, unless the indi-
vidual affirmatively declines to be registered or
to update any voter registration, the individual
will be registered to vote in such elections.

‘““(4) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘eligible
individual’ means, with respect to an election
for Federal office, an individual who is other-
wise qualified to vote in that election.
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““(5) REGISTER TO VOTE.—The term ‘register to
vote’ includes updating an individual’s existing
voter registration.

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The chief State election of-
ficial of each State shall establish and operate a
system of automatic registration for the registra-
tion of eligible individuals to vote for elections
for Federal office in the State, in accordance
with the provisions of this section.

““(2) REGISTRATION OF VOTERS BASED ON NEW
AGENCY RECORDS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The chief State election of-
ficial shall—

‘(i) subject to subparagraph (B), ensure that
each eligible individual who completes an appli-
cable transaction and does not decline to reg-
ister to vote is registered to vote—

“(I) in the next upcoming election for Federal
office (and subsequent elections for Federal of-
fice), if an applicable agency transmits informa-
tion under subsection (c)(1)(E) with respect to
the individual not later than the applicable
date; and

“(II) in subsequent elections for Federal of-
fice, if an applicable agency transmits such in-
formation with respect to such individual after
the applicable date; and

““(ii) not later than 60 days after the receipt of
such information with respect to an individual,
send written notice to the individual, in addi-
tion to other means of notice established by this
part, of the individual’s voter registration sta-
tus.

‘““(B) APPLICABLE DATE.—For purposes of this
subsection, the term ‘“‘applicable date’’ means,
with respect to any election for Federal office,
the later of—

‘(i) the date that is 28 days before the date of
the election; or

“(it) the last day of the period provided by
State law for registration with respect to such
election.

““(C) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall prevent the chief State election of-
ficial from registering an eligible individual to
vote for the next upcoming election for Federal
office in the State even if an applicable agency
transmits information under subsection (c)(1)(E)
with respect to the individual after the applica-
ble date.

“(3) TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUALS UNDER 18
YEARS OF AGE.—A State may nmot refuse to treat
an individual as an eligible individual for pur-
poses of this section on the grounds that the in-
dividual is less than 18 years of age at the time
an applicable agency receives information with
respect to the individual, so long as the indi-
vidual is at least 16 years of age at such time.
Nothing in the previous sentence may be con-
strued to require a State to permit an individual
who is under 18 years of age at the time of an
election for Federal office to vote in the election.

““(c) APPLICABLE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—

““(1) INSTRUCTIONS ON AUTOMATIC REGISTRA-
TION FOR AGENCIES COLLECTING CITIZENSHIP IN-
FORMATION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, in the case of any applica-
ble transaction for which an applicable agency
(in the normal course of its operations) requests
individuals to affirm United States citicenship
(either directly or as part of the overall applica-
tion for service or assistance or enrollment), the
applicable agency shall inform each such indi-
vidual who is a citizen of the United States of
the following:

‘(i) Unless that individual declines to register
to vote, or is found ineligible to vote, the indi-
vidual will be registered to vote or, if applicable,
the individual’s registration will be updated.

““(ii) The substantive qualifications of an elec-
tor in the State as listed in the mail voter reg-
istration application form for elections for Fed-
eral office prescribed pursuant to section 9, the
consequences of false registration, and how the
individual should decline to register if the indi-
vidual does not meet all those qualifications.
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““(iii) In the case of a State in which affili-
ation or enrollment with a political party is re-
quired in order to participate in an election to
select the party’s candidate in an election for
Federal office, the requirement that the indi-
vidual must affiliate or enroll with a political
party in order to participate in such an election.

“‘(iv) Voter registration is voluntary, and nei-
ther registering nor declining to register to vote
will in any way affect the availability of serv-
ices or benefits, nor be used for other purposes.

““(B) INDIVIDUALS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PRO-
FICIENCY.—In the case where the individual is a
member of a group that constitutes 3 percent or
more of the overall population within the State
served by the applicable agency as measured by
the United States Census and are limited
English proficient, the information described in
clauses (i) through (iv) of subparagraph (A)
shall be provided in a language understood by
the individual.

“(C) CLARIFICATION ON PROCEDURES FOR IN-
ELIGIBLE VOTERS.—An applicable agency shall
not provide an individual who did not affirm
United States citizenship, or for whom the agen-
cy has conclusive documentary evidence ob-
tained through its normal course of operations
that the individual is not a United State citizen,
the opportunity to register to vote under sub-
paragraph (A).

‘(D) OPPORTUNITY TO DECLINE REGISTRATION
REQUIRED.—Except as otherwise provided in this
section, each applicable agency shall ensure
that each applicable transaction described in
subparagraph (A) with an eligible individual
cannot be completed wuntil the individual is
given the opportunity to decline to be registered
to vote. In the case where the individual is a
member of a group that constitutes 3 percent or
more of the overall population within the State
served by the applicable agency as measured by
the United States Census and are limited
English proficient, such opportunity shall be
given in a language understood by the indi-
vidual.

“(E) INFORMATION TRANSMITTAL.—Not later
than 10 days after an applicable transaction
with an eligible individual, if the individual did
not decline to be registered to vote, the applica-
ble agency shall electronically transmit to the
appropriate State election official the following
information with respect to the individual:

‘(i) The individual’s given name(s) and sur-
name(s).

““(ii) The individual’s date of birth.

““(iii) The individual’s residential address.

“(iv) Information showing that the individual
is a citizen of the United States.

‘“(v) The date on which information per-
taining to that individual was collected or last
updated.

“(vi) If available, the individual’s signature
in electronic form.

““(vii) In the case of a State in which affili-
ation or enrollment with a political party is re-
quired in order to participate in an election to
select the party’s candidate in an election for
Federal office, information regarding the indi-
vidual’s affiliation or enrollment with a political
party, but only if the individual provides such
information.

“(viii) Any additional information listed in
the mail voter registration application form for
elections for Federal office prescribed pursuant
to section 9 of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993, including any valid driver’s license
number or the last 4 digits of the individual’s so-
cial security number, if the individual provided
such information.

““(F) PROVISION OF INFORMATION REGARDING
PARTICIPATION IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS.—In the
case of a State in which affiliation or enroll-
ment with a political party is required in order
to participate in an election to select the party’s
candidate in an election for Federal office, if
the information transmitted under paragraph
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(E) with respect to an individual does not in-
clude information regarding the individual’s af-
filiation or enrollment with a political party, the
chief State election official shall—

‘(i) nmotify the individual that such affiliation
or enrollment is required to participate in pri-
mary elections; and

“‘(ii) provide an opportunity for the individual
to update their registration with a party affili-
ation or enrollment.

‘““(G) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this section
shall be read to require an applicable agency to
transmit to an election official the information
described in subparagraph (E) for an individual
who is ineligible to vote in elections for Federal
office in the State, except to the extent required
to pre-register citizens between 16 and 18 years
of age.

‘“(2) ALTERNATE PROCEDURE FOR CERTAIN
OTHER APPLICABLE AGENCIES.—With each appli-
cable transaction for which an applicable agen-
cy in the normal course of its operations does
not request individuals to affirm United States
citicenship (either directly or as part of the
overall application for service or assistance), the
applicable agency shall—

““(A) complete the requirements of section 5;

‘““(B) ensure that each applicant’s transaction
with the agency cannot be completed until the
applicant has indicated whether the applicant
wishes to register to vote or declines to register
to vote in elections for Federal office held in the
State; and

‘“(C) for each individual who wishes to reg-
ister to vote, transmit that individual’s informa-
tion in accordance with subsection (¢)(1)(E), un-
less the agency has conclusive documentary evi-
dence obtained through its normal course of op-
erations that the individual is mot a United
States citizen.

“(3) REQUIRED AVAILABILITY OF AUTOMATIC
REGISTRATION OPPORTUNITY WITH EACH APPLICA-
TION FOR SERVICE OR ASSISTANCE.—Each appli-
cable agency shall offer each eligible individual,
with each applicable transaction, the oppor-
tunity to register to vote as prescribed by this
section without regard to whether the indi-
vidual previously declined a registration oppor-
tunity.

““(d) VOTER PROTECTION.—

‘(1) APPLICABLE AGENCIES’ PROTECTION OF IN-
FORMATION.—Nothing in this section authorizes
an applicable agency to collect, retain, transmit,
or publicly disclose any of the following, except
as necessary to comply with title 111 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1960 (52 U.S.C. 20701 et seq.):

“(A) An individual’s decision to decline to
register to vote or not to register to vote.

‘““(B) An individual’s decision not to affirm his
or her citizenship.

‘“(C) Any information that an applicable
agency transmits pursuant to subsection
(c)(1)(E), except in pursuing the agency’s ordi-
nary course of business.

““(2) ELECTION OFFICIALS’ PROTECTION OF IN-
FORMATION.—

““(A) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE PROHIBITED.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), with
respect to any individual for whom any State
election official receives information from an ap-
plicable agency, the State election officials shall
not publicly disclose any of the following:

‘(1) Any information mot necessary to voter
registration.

“(1I) Any voter information otherwise shield-
ed from disclosure under State law or Section
8(a).

‘“(I1I) Any portion of the individual’s social
security number.

‘“(1V) Any portion of the individual’s motor
vehicle driver’s license number.

‘“(V) The individual’s signature.

‘“(VI) The individual’s telephone number.

‘““(VII) The individual’s email address.

““(ii)) SPECIAL RULE FOR INDIVIDUALS REG-
ISTERED TO VOTE.—The prohibition on public
disclosure in clause (i) shall not apply with re-
spect to the telephone number or email address
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of any individual for whom any State election
official receives information from the applicable
agency and who, on the basis of such informa-
tion, is registered to vote in the State under this
section.

“(e) MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.—

‘(1) ACCESSIBILITY OF REGISTRATION SERV-
ICES.—Each applicable agency shall ensure that
the services it provides under this section are
made available to individuals with disabilities to
the same extent as services are made available to
all other individuals.

““(2) TRANSMISSION THROUGH SECURE THIRD
PARTY PERMITTED.—Nothing in this section or in
the Automatic Voter Registration Act of 2021
shall be construed to prevent an applicable
agency from contracting with a third party to
assist the agency in meeting the information
transmittal requirements of this section, so long
as the data transmittal complies with the appli-
cable requirements of this section and such Act,
including provisions relating privacy and secu-
rity.

““(3) NONPARTISAN, NONDISCRIMINATORY PRO-
VISION OF SERVICES.—The services made avail-
able by applicable agencies under this section
shall be made in a manner consistent with para-
graphs (4), (5), and (6)(C) of section 7(a).

‘““(4) NoTICES.—Each State may send notices
under this section via electronic mail if the indi-
vidual has provided an electronic mail address
and consented to electronic mail communica-
tions for election-related materials. All motices
sent pursuant to this section that require a re-
sponse must offer the individual notified the op-
portunity to respond at mo cost to the indi-
vidual.

““(5) REGISTRATION AT OTHER STATE OFFICES
PERMITTED.—Nothing in this section may be
construed to prohibit a State from offering voter
registration services described in this section at
offices of the State other than the State motor
vehicle authority.

“(f) APPLICABILITY.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall not apply
to an exempt State.

‘“(2) EXEMPT STATE DEFINED.—The term ‘ex-
empt State’ means a State which, under law
which is in effect continuously on and after the
date of the enactment of this section, either—

““(A) has no voter registration requirement for
any voter in the State with respect to a Federal
election; or

“(B) operates a system of automatic registra-
tion (as defined in section 1002(a)(2)) at the
motor vehicle authority of the State or a Perma-
nent Dividend Fund of the State under which
an individual is provided the opportunity to de-
cline registration during the transaction or by
way of a notice sent by mail or electronically
after the transaction.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 4(a) of the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20503(a)(1)) is
amended by redesignating paragraphs (2) and
(3) as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively, and
by inserting after paragraph (1) the following
new paragraph:

“(2) by application made simultaneously with
an application for a motor vehicle driver’s li-
cense pursuant to section 54;.”.

(2) Section 4(b) of the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20503(b)) is
amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as
subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively, and
indenting appropriately;

(B) by striking ‘‘STATES.—This Act” and in-
serting ‘“‘STATES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as provided in para-
graph (2), this Act’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) APPLICATION OF AUTOMATIC REGISTRA-
TION REQUIREMENTS.—Section 5A shall apply to
a State described in paragraph (1), unless the
State is an exempt State as defined in subsection
(f)(2) of such section.”’.
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(3) Section 8(a)(1) of such Act (52 U.S.C.
20507(a)(1)) is amended by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (B), (C), and (D) as subparagraphs
(C), (D), and (E), respectively, and by inserting
after subparagraph (A) the following new sub-
paragraph:

“(B) in the case of registration under section
5A, within the period provided in section
54(0)2);”.

SEC. 1003. VOTER PROTECTION AND SECURITY IN
AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION.

(a) PROTECTIONS FOR ERRORS IN REGISTRA-
TION.—An individual shall not be prosecuted
under any Federal or State law, adversely af-
fected in any civil adjudication concerning im-
migration status or naturalization, or subject to
an allegation in any legal proceeding that the
individual is not a citizen of the United States
on any of the following grounds:

(1) The individual notified an election office
of the individual’s automatic registration to
vote.

(2) The individual is not eligible to vote in
elections for Federal office but was registered to
vote due to individual or agency error.

(3) The individual was automatically reg-
istered to vote at an incorrect address.

(4) The individual declined the opportunity to
register to vote or did not make an affirmation
of citizenship, including through automatic reg-
istration.

(b) LIMITS ON USE OF AUTOMATIC REGISTRA-
TION.—The automatic registration (within the
meaning of section 5A of the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993) of any individual or
the fact that an individual declined the oppor-
tunity to register to vote or did not make an af-
firmation of citizenship (including through
automatic registration) may not be used as evi-
dence against that individual in any State or
Federal law enforcement proceeding or any civil
adjudication concerning immigration status or
naturalization, and an individual’s lack of
knowledge or willfulness of such registration
may be demonstrated by the individual’s testi-
mony alone.

(c) PROTECTION OF ELECTION INTEGRITY.—
Nothing in subsections (a) or (b) may be con-
strued to prohibit or restrict any action under
color of law against an individual who—

(1) knowingly and willfully makes a false
statement to effectuate or perpetuate automatic
voter registration by any individual; or

(2) casts a ballot knowingly and willfully in
violation of State law or the laws of the United
States.

(d) ELECTION OFFICIALS’ PROTECTION OF IN-
FORMATION.—

(1) VOTER RECORD CHANGES.—Each State shall
maintain for at least 2 years and shall make
available for public inspection (and, where
available, photocopying at a reasonable cost),
including in electronic form and through elec-
tronic methods, all records of changes to voter
records, including removals, the reasons for re-
movals, and updates.

(2) DATABASE MANAGEMENT STANDARDS.—Not
later than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology, in consulta-
tion with State and local election officials and
the Election Assistance Commission, shall, after
providing the public with notice and the oppor-
tunity to comment—

(A) establish standards governing the com-
parison of data for voter registration list main-
tenance purposes, identifying as part of such
standards the specific data elements, the match-
ing rules used, and how a State may use the
data to determine and deem that an individual
is ineligible under State law to vote in an elec-
tion, or to deem a record to be a duplicate or
outdated;

(B) ensure that the standards developed pur-
suant to this paragraph are uniform and non-
discriminatory and are applied in a uniform and
nondiscriminatory manner;

(C) not later than 45 days after the deadline
for public notice and comment, publish the
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standards developed pursuant to this paragraph
on the Director’s website and make those stand-
ards available in written form upon request; and

(D) ensure that the standards developed pur-
suant to this paragraph are maintained and up-
dated in a manner that reflects innovations and
best practices in the security of database man-
agement.

(3) SECURITY POLICY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Standards and
Technology shall, after providing the public
with notice and the opportunity to comment,
publish privacy and security standards for voter
registration information not later than 45 days
after the deadline for public notice and com-
ment. The standards shall require the chief
State election official of each State to adopt a
policy that shall specify—

(i) each class of users who shall have author-
ized access to the computerized statewide voter
registration list, specifying for each class the
permission and levels of access to be granted,
and setting forth other safeguards to protect the
privacy, security, and accuracy of the informa-
tion on the list; and

(ii) security safeguards to protect personal in-
formation transmitted through the information
transmittal processes of section 5A(b) of the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993, any tele-
phone interface, the maintenance of the voter
registration database, and any audit procedure
to track access to the system.

(B) MAINTENANCE AND UPDATING.—The Direc-
tor shall ensure that the standards developed
pursuant to this paragraph are maintained and
updated in a manner that reflects innovations
and best practices in the privacy and security of
voter registration information.

(4) STATE COMPLIANCE WITH NATIONAL STAND-
ARDS.—

(A) CERTIFICATION.—The chief State election
official of the State shall annually file with the
Election Assistance Commission a statement cer-
tifying to the Director of the National Institute
of Standards and Technology that the State is
in compliance with the standards referred to in
paragraphs (2) and (3). A State may meet the re-
quirement of the previous sentence by filing
with the Commission a statement which reads as
follows: hereby certifies that it is in
compliance with the standards referred to in
paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 1003(d) of the
Automatic Voter Registration Act of 2021.”
(with the blank to be filled in with the name of
the State involved).

(B) PUBLICATION OF POLICIES AND PROCE-
DURES.—The chief State election official of a
State shall publish on the official’s website the
policies and procedures established under this
section, and shall make those policies and proce-
dures available in written form upon public re-
quest.

(C) FUNDING DEPENDENT ON CERTIFICATION.—
If a State does not timely file the certification
required under this paragraph, it shall not re-
ceive any payment under this part for the up-
coming fiscal year.

(D) COMPLIANCE OF STATES THAT REQUIRE
CHANGES TO STATE LAW.—In the case of a State
that requires State legislation to carry out an
activity covered by any certification submitted
under this paragraph, for a period of not more
than 2 years the State shall be permitted to
make the certification notwithstanding that the
legislation has not been enacted at the time the
certification is submitted, and such State shall
submit an additional certification once such leg-
islation is enacted.

(e) RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF INFORMATION.—
No person acting under color of law may dis-
criminate against any individual based on, or
use for any purpose other than voter registra-
tion, election administration, juror selection, or
enforcement relating to election crimes, any of
the following:

(1) Voter registration records.
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(2) An individual’s declination to register to
vote or complete an affirmation of citicenship
under section 5A of the National Voter Registra-
tion Act of 1993.

(3) An individual’s voter registration status.

(f) PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF VOTER REG-
ISTRATION INFORMATION FOR COMMERCIAL PUR-
POSES.—Information collected under this part or
the amendments made by this part shall not be
used for commercial purposes. Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to prohibit the
transmission, exchange, or dissemination of in-
formation for political purposes, including the
support of campaigns for election for Federal,
State, or local public office or the activities of
political committees (including committees of po-
litical parties) under the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971.

SEC. 1004. PAYMENTS AND GRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Election Assistance
Commission shall make grants to each eligible
State to assist the State in implementing the re-
quirements of this part and the amendments
made by this part (or, in the case of an exempt
State, in implementing its existing automatic
voter registration program or expanding its
automatic voter registration program in a man-
ner consistent with the requirements of this
part) with respect to the offices of the State
motor vehicle authority and any other offices of
the State at which the State offers voter reg-
istration services as described in this part and
the amendments made by this part.

(b) ELIGIBILITY; APPLICATION.—A State is eli-
gible to receive a grant under this section if the
State submits to the Commission, at such time
and in such form as the Commission may re-
quire, an application containing—

(1) a description of the activities the State will
carry out with the grant;

(2) an assurance that the State shall carry out
such activities without partisan bias and with-
out promoting any particular point of view re-
garding any issue; and

(3) such other information and assurances as
the Commission may require.

(¢) AMOUNT OF GRANT; PRIORITIES.—The
Commission shall determine the amount of a
grant made to an eligible State under this sec-
tion. In determining the amounts of the grants,
the Commission shall give priority to providing
funds for those activities which are most likely
to accelerate compliance with the requirements
of this part (or, in the case of an erempt State,
which are most likely to enhance the ability of
the State to automatically register individuals to
vote through its existing automatic voter reg-
istration program), including—

(1) investments supporting electronic informa-
tion transfer, including electronic collection and
transfer of signatures, between applicable agen-
cies (as defined in section 5A of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993) and the appro-
priate State election officials;

(2) updates to online or electronic voter reg-
istration systems already operating as of the
date of the enactment of this Act;

(3) introduction of online voter registration
systems in jurisdictions in which those systems
did not previously exist; and

(4) public education on the availability of new
methods of registering to vote, updating reg-
istration, and correcting registration.

(d) EXEMPT STATE.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘exempt State’’ has the meaning
given such term under section 54 of the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993, and also
includes a State in which, under law which is in
effect continuously on and after the date of the
enactment of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993, there is mo wvoter registration re-
quirement for any wvoter in the State with re-
spect to an election for Federal office.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this section—

(4) $3,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2022; and
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(B) such sums as may be mecessary for each
succeeding fiscal year.

(2) CONTINUING AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Any
amounts appropriated pursuant to the authority
of this subsection shall remain available without
fiscal year limitation until expended.

SEC. 1005. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

(a) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 11 of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20510),
relating to civil enforcement and the availability
of private rights of action, shall apply with re-
spect to this part in the same manner as such
section applies to such Act.

(b) RELATION TO OTHER LAWS.—Except as
provided, mothing in this part or the amend-
ments made by this part may be construed to
authorice or require conduct prohibited under,
or to supersede, restrict, or limit the application
of any of the following:

(1) The Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C.
10301 et seq.).

(2) The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Ab-
sentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20301 et seq.).

(3) The National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.) (other than section
54 thereof).

(4) The Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52
U.S.C. 20901 et seq.).

(5) The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).

SEC. 1006. DEFINITIONS.

In this part, the following definitions apply:

(1) The term ‘‘chief State election official”
means, with respect to a State, the individual
designated by the State under section 10 of the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52
U.S.C. 20509) to be responsible for coordination
of the State’s responsibilities under such Act.

(2) The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission.

(3) The term ‘“‘State’” means each of the sev-
eral States, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

SEC. 1007. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), this part and the amendments made
by this part shall apply on and after January 1,
2023.

(b) WAIVER.—If a State certifies to the Com-
mission not later than January 1, 2023, that the
State will not meet the deadline described in
subsection (a) because it would be impracticable
to do so and includes in the certification the
reasons for the failure to meet such deadline,
subsection (a) shall apply to the State as if the
reference in such subsection to ‘‘January 1,
2023 were a reference to ‘“‘January 1, 2025”°.

PART 2—ELECTION DAY AS LEGAL PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

SEC. 1011. ELECTION DAY AS LEGAL PUBLIC HOLI-
DAY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6103(a) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after the item relating to Columbus Day, the fol-
lowing:

“Election Day, the Tuesday next after the
first Monday in November in each even-num-
bered year.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 241(b)
of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
20981(b)) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (10); and

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (11) through
(19) as paragraphs (10) through (18), respec-
tively.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to the
regularly scheduled general elections for Fed-
eral office held in November 2022 or any suc-
ceeding year.
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PART 3—PROMOTING INTERNET
REGISTRATION
SEC. 1021. REQUIRING AVAILABILITY OF INTER-
NET FOR VOTER REGISTRATION.

(a) REQUIRING AVAILABILITY OF INTERNET FOR
REGISTRATION.—The National Voter Registra-
tion Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.) is
amended by inserting after section 6 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 6A. INTERNET REGISTRATION.

‘“(a) REQUIRING AVAILABILITY OF INTERNET
FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION.—Each State, acting
through the chief State election official, shall
ensure that the following services are available
to the public at any time on the official public
websites of the appropriate State and local elec-
tion officials in the State, in the same manner
and subject to the same terms and conditions as
the services provided by voter registration agen-
cies under section 7(a):

‘(1) Online application for voter registration.

““(2) Online assistance to applicants in apply-
ing to register to vote.

“(3) Online completion and submission by ap-
plicants of the mail voter registration applica-
tion form prescribed by the Election Assistance
Commission pursuant to section 9(a)(2), includ-
ing assistance with providing a signature as re-
quired under subsection (c).

“‘(4) Online receipt of completed voter registra-
tion applications.

“(b) ACCEPTANCE OF COMPLETED APPLICA-
TIONS.—A State shall accept an online voter reg-
istration application provided by an individual
under this section, and ensure that the indi-
vidual is registered to vote in the State, if—

‘(1) the individual meets the same voter reg-
istration requirements applicable to individuals
who register to vote by mail in accordance with
section 6(a)(1) using the mail voter registration
application form prescribed by the Election As-
sistance Commission pursuant to section 9(a)(2);
and

“(2) the individual meets the requirements of
subsection (c) to provide a signature in elec-
tronic form (but only in the case of applications
submitted during or after the second year in
which this section is in effect in the State).

““(c) SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, an individual meets the requirements of
this subsection as follows:

‘““(A) In the case of an individual who has a
signature on file with a State agency, including
the State motor vehicle authority, that is re-
quired to provide wvoter registration services
under this Act or any other law, the individual
consents to the transfer of that electronic signa-
ture.

‘““(B) If subparagraph (A) does not apply, the
individual submits with the application an elec-
tronic copy of the individual’s handwritten sig-
nature through electronic means.

“(C) If subparagraph (A) and subparagraph
(B) do not apply, the individual executes a com-
putericed mark in the signature field on an on-
line voter registration application, in accord-
ance with reasonable security measures estab-
lished by the State, but only if the State accepts
such mark from the individual.

““(2) TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUALS UNABLE TO
MEET REQUIREMENT.—If an individual is unable
to meet the requirements of paragraph (1), the
State shall—

““(A) permit the individual to complete all
other elements of the online voter registration
application;

‘“‘(B) permit the individual to provide a Signa-
ture at the time the individual requests a ballot
in an election (whether the individual requests
the ballot at a polling place or requests the bal-
lot by mail); and

“(C) if the individual carries out the steps de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) and subparagraph
(B), ensure that the individual is registered to
vote in the State.

““(3) NOTICE.—The State shall ensure that in-
dividuals applying to register to vote online are
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notified of the requirements of paragraph (1)
and of the treatment of individuals unable to
meet such requirements, as described in para-
graph (2).

““(d) CONFIRMATION AND DISPOSITION.—

‘(1) CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the online submis-
sion of a completed voter registration applica-
tion by an individual under this section, the ap-
propriate State or local election official shall
provide the individual a motice confirming the
State’s receipt of the application and providing
instructions on how the individual may check
the status of the application.

“(B) METHOD OF NOTIFICATION.—The appro-
priate State or local election official shall pro-
vide the notice required under subparagraph (A)
though the online submission process and—

‘(i) in the case of an individual who has pro-
vided the official with an electronic mail ad-
dress, by electronic mail; and

“‘(ii) at the option of the individual, by text
message.

““(2) NOTICE OF DISPOSITION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 7 days after
the appropriate State or local election official
has approved or rejected an application sub-
mitted by an individual under this section, the
official shall provide the individual a notice of
the disposition of the application.

“(B) METHOD OF NOTIFICATION.—The appro-
priate State or local election official shall pro-
vide the notice required under subparagraph (A4)
by regular mail and—

“(i) in the case of an individual who has pro-
vided the official with an electronic mail ad-
dress, by electronic mail; and

““(ii) at the option of the individual, by text
message.

““(e) PROVISION OF SERVICES IN NONPARTISAN
MANNER.—The services made available under
subsection (a) shall be provided in a manner
that ensures that—

‘(1) the online application does not seek to in-
fluence an applicant’s political preference or
party registration; and

“(2) there is no display on the website pro-
moting any political preference or party alle-
giance, except that nothing in this paragraph
may be construed to prohibit an applicant from
registering to vote as a member of a political
party.

“(f) PROTECTION OF SECURITY OF INFORMA-
TION.—In meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion, the State shall establish appropriate tech-
nological security measures to prevent to the
greatest extent practicable any unauthorized ac-
cess to information provided by individuals
using the services made available under sub-
section (a).

“(9) ACCESSIBILITY OF SERVICES.—A State
shall ensure that the services made available
under this section are made available to individ-
uals with disabilities to the same extent as serv-
ices are made available to all other individuals.

““(h) NONDISCRIMINATION AMONG REGISTERED
VOTERS USING MAIL AND ONLINE REGISTRA-
TION.—In carrying out this Act, the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002, or any other Federal,
State, or local law governing the treatment of
registered voters in the State or the administra-
tion of elections for public office in the State, a
State shall treat a registered voter who reg-
istered to vote online in accordance with this
section in the same manner as the State treats a
registered voter who registered to vote by mail.”’.

(b) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIVIDUALS
USING ONLINE REGISTRATION.—

(1) TREATMENT AS INDIVIDUALS REGISTERING
TO VOTE BY MAIL FOR PURPOSES OF FIRST-TIME
VOTER IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—Section
303(b)(1)(A) of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (52 U.S.C. 21083(b)(1)(4)) is amended by
striking ‘‘by mail”’ and inserting ‘‘by mail or on-
line under section 6A of the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993,

(2) REQUIRING SIGNATURE FOR FIRST-TIME VOT-
ERS IN JURISDICTION.—Section 303(b) of such Act
(52 U.S.C. 21083(b)) is amended—
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(4) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(5) SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRST-
TIME VOTERS USING ONLINE REGISTRATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A State shall, in a uniform
and nondiscriminatory manner, require an indi-
vidual to meet the requirements of subparagraph
(B) if—

““(i) the individual registered to vote in the
State online under section 6A of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993; and

““(ii) the individual has not previously voted
in an election for Federal office in the State.

““(B) REQUIREMENTS.—An individual meets the
requirements of this subparagraph if—

““(i) in the case of an individual who votes in
person, the individual provides the appropriate
State or local election official with a hand-
written signature; or

““(ii) in the case of an individual who votes by
mail, the individual submits with the ballot a
handwritten signature.

‘““(C) INAPPLICABILITY.—Subparagraph (A)
does not apply in the case of an individual who
is—

‘(i) entitled to vote by absentee ballot under
the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20302 et seq.);

““(ii) provided the right to vote otherwise than
in person under section 3(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Vot-
ing Accessibility for the Elderly and Handi-
capped Act (52 U.S.C. 20102(b)(2)(B)(ii)); or

““(iii) entitled to vote otherwise than in person
under any other Federal law.”’.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT RELATING TO EF-
FECTIVE DATE.—Section 303(d)(2)(4) of such Act
(52 U.S.C. 21083(d)(2)(A)) is amended by striking
“Each State’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided
in subsection (b)(5), each State’’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) TIMING OF REGISTRATION.—Section 8(a)(I1)
of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
(52 U.S.C. 20507(a)(1)), as amended by section
1002(b)(3), is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end of subpara-
graph (D);

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as sub-
paragraph (F); and

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following new subparagraph:

‘““(E) in the case of online registration through
the official public website of an election official
under section 6A, if the valid voter registration
application is submitted online not later than
the lesser of 28 days, or the period provided by
State law, before the date of the election (as de-
termined by treating the date on which the ap-
plication is sent electronically as the date on
which it is submitted); and’’.

(2) INFORMING APPLICANTS OF ELIGIBILITY RE-
QUIREMENTS AND PENALTIES.—Section 8(a)(5) of
such Act (52 U.S.C. 20507(a)(5)) is amended by
striking “‘and 7’ and inserting ‘‘6A, and 7.
SEC. 1022. USE OF INTERNET TO UPDATE REG-

ISTRATION INFORMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) UPDATES TO INFORMATION CONTAINED ON
COMPUTERIZED STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION
LIST.—Section 303(a) of the Help America Vote
Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21083(a)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(6) USE OF INTERNET BY REGISTERED VOTERS
TO UPDATE INFORMATION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The appropriate State or
local election official shall ensure that any reg-
istered voter on the computerized list may at
any time update the voter’s registration infor-
mation, including the voter’s address and elec-
tronic mail address, online through the official
public website of the election official responsible
for the maintenance of the list, so long as the
voter attests to the contents of the update by
providing a signature in electronic form in the
same manner required under section 6A(c) of the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993.

“(B) PROCESSING OF UPDATED INFORMATION
BY ELECTION OFFICIALS.—If a registered voter
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updates registration information under subpara-
graph (A), the appropriate State or local elec-
tion official shall—

“(i) revise any information on the computer-
ized list to reflect the update made by the voter;
and

““(ii) if the updated registration information
affects the voter’s eligibility to vote in an elec-
tion for Federal office, ensure that the informa-
tion is processed with respect to the election if
the voter updates the information not later than
the lesser of 7 days, or the period provided by
State law, before the date of the election.

““(C) CONFIRMATION AND DISPOSITION.—

‘(i) CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT.—Upon the
online submission of updated registration infor-
mation by an individual under this paragraph,
the appropriate State or local election official
shall send the individual a notice confirming the
State’s receipt of the updated information and
providing instructions on how the individual
may check the status of the update.

““(ii) NOTICE OF DISPOSITION.—Not later than 7
days after the appropriate State or local election
official has accepted or rejected updated infor-
mation submitted by an individual under this
paragraph, the official shall send the individual
a notice of the disposition of the update.

““(iti) METHOD OF NOTIFICATION.—The appro-
priate State or local election official shall send
the notices required under this subparagraph by
regular mail and—

“(1) in the case of an individual who has re-
quested that the State provide voter registration
and voting information through electronic mail,
by electronic mail; and

‘“(II) at the option of the individual, by text
message.’’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT RELATING TO EF-
FECTIVE DATE.—Section 303(d)(1)(A) of such Act
(52 U.S.C. 21083(d)(1)(4)) is amended by striking
“subparagraph (B)’ and inserting ‘‘subpara-
graph (B) and subsection (a)(6)’.

(b) ABILITY OF REGISTRANT TO USE ONLINE
UPDATE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON RESI-
DENCE.—Section 8(d)(2)(A) of the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C.
20507(d)(2)(A)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by inserting after ‘‘re-
turn the card’ the following: ‘‘or update the
registrant’s information on the computerized
Statewide voter registration list using the online
method provided under section 303(a)(6) of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002°°; and

(2) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘re-
turned,” and inserting the following: ‘‘returned
or if the registrant does not update the reg-
istrant’s information on the computerized State-
wide voter registration list using such online
method,”’.

SEC. 1023. PROVISION OF ELECTION INFORMA-
TION BY ELECTRONIC MAIL TO INDI-
VIDUALS REGISTERED TO VOTE.

(a) INCLUDING OPTION ON VOTER REGISTRA-
TION APPLICATION TO PROVIDE E-MAIL ADDRESS
AND RECEIVE INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 9(b) of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C.
20508(b)) is amended—

(4) by striking “‘and’ at the end of paragraph
(3);

(B) by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (4) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(5) shall include a space for the applicant to
provide (at the applicant’s option) an electronic
mail address, together with a statement that, if
the applicant so requests, instead of using reg-
ular mail the appropriate State and local elec-
tion officials shall provide to the applicant,
through electronic mail sent to that address, the
same voting information (as defined in section
302(b)(2) of the Help America Vote Act of 2002)
which the officials would provide to the appli-
cant through regular mail.”’.

(2) PROHIBITING USE FOR PURPOSES UNRELATED
TO OFFICIAL DUTIES OF ELECTION OFFICIALS.—

‘.
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Section 9 of such Act (52 U.S.C. 20508) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

““(c) PROHIBITING USE OF ELECTRONIC MAIL
ADDRESSES FOR OTHER THAN OFFICIAL PUR-
POSES.—The chief State election official shall
ensure that any electronic mail address provided
by an applicant under subsection (b)(5) is used
only for purposes of carrying out official duties
of election officials and is mot transmitted by
any State or local election official (or any agent
of such an official, including a contractor) to
any person who does not require the address to
carry out such official duties and who is not
under the direct supervision and control of a
State or local election official.”.

(b) REQUIRING PROVISION OF INFORMATION BY
ELECTION OFFICIALS.—Section 302(b) of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21082(b)) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

““(3) PROVISION OF OTHER INFORMATION BY
ELECTRONIC MAIL—If an individual who is a
registered voter has provided the State or local
election official with an electronic mail address
for the purpose of receiving voting information
(as described in section 9(b)(5) of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993), the appropriate
State or local election official, through elec-
tronic mail transmitted not later than 7 days be-
fore the date of the election for Federal office
involved, shall provide the individual with in-
formation on how to obtain the following infor-
mation by electronic means:

“(A)(i) If the individual is assigned to vote in
the election at a specific polling place—

“(I) the name and address of the polling
place; and

“(I1) the hours of operation for the polling
place.

“(ii) If the individual is not assigned to vote
in the election at a specific polling place—

“(I) the name and address of locations at
which the individual is eligible to vote; and

“(I1) the hours of operation for those loca-
tions.

““(B) A description of any identification or
other information the individual may be re-
quired to present at the polling place or a loca-
tion described in subparagraph (A)(ii)(I) to vote
in the election.”.

SEC. 1024. CLARIFICATION OF REQUIREMENT RE-
GARDING NECESSARY INFORMATION
TO SHOW ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE.

Section 8 of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20507) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (k); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(j) REQUIREMENT FOR STATE TO REGISTER
APPLICANTS PROVIDING NECESSARY INFORMA-
TION TO SHOW ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE.—For pur-
poses meeting the requirement of subsection
(a)(1) that an eligible applicant is registered to
vote in an election for Federal office within the
deadlines required under such subsection, the
State shall consider an applicant to have pro-
vided a ‘valid voter registration form’ if—

‘(1) the applicant has substantially completed
the application form and attested to the state-
ment required by section 9(b)(2); and

“(2) in the case of an applicant who registers
to vote online in accordance with section 6A, the
applicant provides a signature in accordance
with subsection (c) of such section.”.

SEC. 1025. PROHIBITING STATE FROM REQUIRING
APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE MORE
THAN LAST 4 DIGITS OF SOCIAL SE-
CURITY NUMBER.

(a) FORM INCLUDED WITH APPLICATION FOR
MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER’S LICENSE.—Section
5(c)(2)(B)(ii) of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20504(c)(2)(B)(ii)) is
amended by striking the semicolon at the end
and inserting the following: ‘‘, and to the extent
that the application requires the applicant to
provide a Social Security number, may not re-
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quire the applicant to provide more than the

last 4 digits of such number,’’.

(b) NATIONAL MAIL VOTER REGISTRATION
Form.—Section 9(b)(1) of such Act (52 U.S.C.
20508(b)(1)) is amended by striking the semicolon
at the end and inserting the following: *‘, and to
the extent that the form requires the applicant
to provide a Social Security number, the form
may not require the applicant to provide more
than the last 4 digits of such number;”’.

SEC. 1026. APPLICATION OF RULES TO CERTAIN
EXEMPT STATES.

Section 4 of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20503) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

““(c) APPLICATION OF INTERNET VOTER REG-
ISTRATION RULES.—Notwithstanding subsection
(b), the following provisions shall apply to a
State described in paragraph (2) thereof:

‘(1) Section 6A (as added by section 1021(a) of
the Voter Registration Modernization Act of
2021).

“(2) Section 8(a)(1)(E) (as added by section
1021(c)(1) of the Voter Registration Moderniza-
tion Act of 2021).

“(3) Section 8(a)(5) (as amended by section
1021(c)(2) of Voter Registration Modernization
Act of 2021), but only to the extent such provi-
sion relates to section 6A4.

‘“(4) Section 8(7) (as added by section 1024 of
the Voter Registration Modernization Act of
2021), but only to the extent such provision re-
lates to section 6A.".

SEC. 1027. REPORT ON DATA COLLECTION RELAT-
ING TO ONLINE VOTER REGISTRA-
TION SYSTEMS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Attorney General shall
submit to Congress a report on local, State, and
Federal personally identifiable information data
collections efforts related to online voter reg-
istration systems, the cyber security resources
necessary to defend such efforts from online at-
tacks, and the impact of a potential data breach
of local, State, or Federal online voter registra-
tion systems.

SEC. 1028. PERMITTING VOTER REGISTRATION
APPLICATION FORM TO SERVE AS
APPLICATION FOR ABSENTEE BAL-
LOT.

Section 5(c) of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20504(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking “‘and’ at the end of subpara-
graph (D);

(B) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (E) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘““(F) at the option of the applicant, shall serve
as an application to vote by absentee ballot in
the next election for Federal office held in the
State and in each subsequent election for Fed-
eral office held in the State.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3)(A) In the case of an individual who is
treated as having applied for an absentee ballot
in the next election for Federal office held in the
State and in each subsequent election for Fed-
eral office held in the State under paragraph
(2)(F), such treatment shall remain effective
until the earlier of such time as—

““(i) the individual is no longer registered to
vote in the State; or

““(ii) the individual provides an affirmative
written notice revoking such treatment.

‘““(B) The treatment of an individual as having
applied for an absentee ballot in the next elec-
tion for Federal office held in the State and in
each subsequent election for Federal office held
in the State under paragraph (2)(F) shall not be
revoked on the basis that the individual has not
voted in an election’.

SEC. 1029. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), the amendments made by this part
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(other than the amendments made by section
1004) shall apply with respect to the regularly
scheduled general election for Federal office
held in November 2022 and each succeeding elec-
tion for Federal office.

(b) WAIVER.—If a State certifies to the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission mot later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act
that the State will not meet the deadline de-
scribed in subsection (a) because it would be im-
practicable to do so and includes in the certifi-
cation the reasons for the failure to meet such
deadline, subsection (a) shall apply to the State
as if the reference in such subsection to ‘‘the
regularly scheduled general election for Federal
office held in November 2022’ were a reference
to “January 1, 2024°°.

PART 4—SAME DAY VOTER REGISTRATION
SEC. 1031. SAME DAY REGISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title I1I of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081 et seq.) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 304 and 305 as
sections 305 and 306, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 303 the following
new section:

“SEC. 304. SAME DAY REGISTRATION.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘““(1) REGISTRATION.—Each State shall permit
any eligible individual on the day of a Federal
election and on any day when voting, including
early voting, is permitted for a Federal elec-
tion—

““(A) to register to vote in such election at the
polling place using a form that meets the re-
quirements under section 9(b) of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (or, if the indi-
vidual is already registered to vote, to revise any
of the individual’s voter registration informa-
tion); and

““(B) to cast a vote in such election.

‘““(2) EXCEPTION.—The requirements under
paragraph (1) shall not apply to a State in
which, under a State law in effect continuously
on and after the date of the enactment of this
section, there is mo voter registration require-
ment for individuals in the State with respect to
elections for Federal office.

‘““(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘eligible individual’ means,
with respect to any election for Federal office,
an individual who is otherwise qualified to vote
in that election.

“(c) ENSURING AVAILABILITY OF FORMS.—The
State shall ensure that each polling place has
copies of any forms an individual may be re-
quired to complete in order to register to vote or
revise the individual’s voter registration infor-
mation under this section.

“(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
each State shall be required to comply with the
requirements of this section for the regularly
scheduled general election for Federal office oc-
curring in November 2022 and for any subse-
quent election for Federal office.

““(2) SPECIAL RULES FOR ELECTIONS BEFORE
NOVEMBER 2026.—

““(A) ELECTIONS PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 2024 GEN-
ERAL ELECTION.—A State shall be deemed to be
in compliance with the requirements of this sec-
tion for the regularly scheduled general election
for Federal office occurring in November 2022
and subsequent elections for Federal office oc-
curring before the regularly scheduled general
election for Federal office in November 2024 if at
least one location for each 15,000 registered vot-
ers in each jurisdiction in the State meets such
requirements, and such location is reasonably
located to serve voting populations equitably
across the jurisdiction.

“(B) NOVEMBER 2024 GENERAL ELECTION.—If a
State certifies to the Commission not later than
November 5, 2024, that the State will not be in
compliance with the requirements of this section
for the regularly scheduled general election for
Federal office occurring in November 2024 be-
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cause it would be impracticable to do so and in-
cludes in the certification the reasons for the
failure to meet such requirements, the State
shall be deemed to be in compliance with the re-
quirements of this section for such election if at
least one location for each 15,000 registered vot-
ers in each jurisdiction in the State meets such
requirements, and such location is reasonably
located to serve wvoting populations equitably
across the jurisdiction.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT RELATING TO
ENFORCEMENT.—Section 401 of such Act (52
U.S.C. 21111) is amended by striking ‘‘sections
301, 302, and 303 and inserting ‘‘subtitle A of
title 111",

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 304 and 305 as relating to sections 305 and
306, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 303 the following new item:

“Sec. 304. Same day registration.’’.

SEC. 1032. ENSURING PRE-ELECTION REGISTRA-
TION DEADLINES ARE CONSISTENT
WITH TIMING OF LEGAL PUBLIC
HOLIDAYS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(a)(1) of the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C.
20507(a)(1)) is amended by striking ‘30 days’
each place it appears and inserting ‘28 days’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
elections held in 2022 or any succeeding year.
PART 5—STREAMLINE VOTER REGISTRA-

TION INFORMATION, ACCESS, AND PRI-

VACY
SEC. 1041. AUTHORIZING THE DISSEMINATION OF

VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMA-
TION DISPLAYS FOLLOWING NATU-
RALIZATION CEREMONIES.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall establish a process for au-
thorizing the chief State election official of a
State to disseminate voter registration informa-
tion at the conclusion of any naturalization
ceremony in such State.

(b) NOo EFFECT ON OTHER AUTHORITY.—Noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to imply
that a Federal agency cannot provide voter reg-
istration services beyond those minimally re-
quired herein, or to imply that agencies not
named may not distribute voter registration in-
formation or provide voter registration services
up to the limits of their statutory and funding
authority.

(c) DESIGNATED VOTER REGISTRATION AGEN-
CIES.—In any State or other location in which a
Federal agency is designated as a voter registra-
tion agency under section 7(a)(3)(B)(ii) of the
National Voter Registration Act, the voter reg-
istration responsibilities incurred through such
designation shall supersede the requirements de-
scribed in this section.

SEC. 1042. INCLUSION OF VOTER REGISTRATION
INFORMATION WITH CERTAIN
LEASES AND VOUCHERS FOR FEDER-
ALLY ASSISTED RENTAL HOUSING
AND MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) BUREAU.—The term ‘‘Bureau’ means the
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection.

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection.

(3) FEDERAL RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—The term
“Federal rental assistance’’ means rental assist-
ance provided under—

(A) any covered housing program, as defined
in section 41411(a) of the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12491(a));

(B) title V of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), including voucher assist-
ance under section 542 of such title (42 U.S.C.
14907);

(C) the Housing Trust Fund program under
section 1338 of the Federal Housing Enterprises
Financial Safety and Soundness Act of 1992 (12
U.S.C. 4588); or
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(D) subtitle C of title IV of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11381
et seq.).

(4) FEDERALLY BACKED MULTIFAMILY MORT-
GAGE LOAN.—The term ‘“‘Federally backed multi-
family mortgage loan’’ includes any loan (other
than temporary financing such as a construc-
tion loan) that—

(A) is secured by a first or subordinate lien on
residential multifamily real property designed
principally for the occupancy of 5 or more fami-
lies, including any such secured loan, the pro-
ceeds of which are used to prepay or pay off an
existing loan secured by the same property; and

(B) is made in whole or in part, or insured,
guaranteed, supplemented, or assisted in any
way, by any officer or agency of the Federal
Government or under or in connection with a
housing or urban development program adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development or a housing or related program
administered by any other such officer or agen-
cy, or is purchased or securitized by the Federal
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation or the Fed-
eral National Mortgage Association.

(5) OWNER.—The term “owner’’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 8(f) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(f)).

(6) PUBLIC HOUSING; PUBLIC HOUSING AGEN-
cy.—The terms ‘‘public housing’’ and ‘‘public
housing agency’’ have the meanings given those
terms in section 3(b) of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a(b)).

(7) RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LOAN.—The term
“‘residential mortgage loan’’ includes any loan
that is secured by a first or subordinate lien on
residential real property, including individual
units of condominiums and cooperatives, de-
signed principally for the occupancy of from 1-
to 4- families.

(b) UNIFORM STATEMENT.—

(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The Director, after con-
sultation with the Election Assistance Commis-
sion, shall develop a uniform statement designed
to provide recipients of the statement pursuant
to this section with information on how the re-
cipient can register to vote and the voting rights
of the recipient under law.

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In developing the uni-
form statement, the Director shall be responsible
for—

(A) establishing the format of the statement;

(B) consumer research and testing of the
statement; and

(C) consulting with and obtaining from the
Election Assistance Commission the content re-
garding voter rights and registration issues
needed to ensure the statement complies with
the requirements of paragraph (1).

(3) LANGUAGES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The uniform statement re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall be developed
and made available in English and in each of
the 10 languages most commonly spoken by indi-
viduals with limited English proficiency, as de-
termined by the Director using information pub-
lished by the Director of the Bureau of the Cen-
sus.

(B) PUBLICATION.—The Director shall make
all translated versions of the uniform statement
required under paragraph (1) publicly available
in a centralized location on the website of the
Bureau.

(¢) LEASES AND VOUCHERS FOR FEDERALLY AS-
SISTED RENTAL HOUSING.—Each Federal agency
administering a Federal rental assistance pro-
gram shall require—

(1) each public housing agency to provide a
copy of the uniform statement developed pursu-
ant to subsection (b) to each lessee of a dwelling
unit in public housing administered by the
agency—

(A) together with the lease for the dwelling
unit, at the same time the lease is signed by the
lessee; and

(B) together with any income verification
form, at the same time the form is provided to
the lessee;
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(2) each public housing agency that admin-
isters rental assistance under the Housing
Choice Voucher program under section 8(o) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)), including the program under para-
graph (13) of such section 8(0), to provide a copy
of the uniform statement developed pursuant to
subsection (b) to each assisted family or indi-
vidual—

(A) together with the voucher for the assist-
ance, at the time the voucher is issued for the
family or individual; and

(B) together with any income verification
form, at the time the voucher is provided to the
applicant or assisted family or individual; and

(3) each owner of a dwelling unit assisted
with Federal rental assistance to provide a copy
of the uniform statement developed pursuant to
subsection (b) to the lessee of the dwelling
unit—

(A) together with the lease for such dwelling
unit, at the same time the lease is signed by the
lessee; and

(B) together with any income verification
form, at the same time the form is provided to
the applicant or tenant.

(d) APPLICATIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
LOANS.—The Director shall require each creditor
(within the meaning of such term as used in sec-
tion 1026.2(a)(17) of title 12, Code of Federal
Regulations) that receives an application (with-
in the meaning of such term as used in section
1026.2(a)(3)(ii) of title 12, Code of Federal Regu-
lations) to provide a copy of the uniform state-
ment developed pursuant to subsection (b) in
written form to the applicant for the residential
mortgage loan not later than 5 business days
after the date of the application.

(e) FEDERALLY BACKED MULTIFAMILY MORT-
GAGE LOANS.—The head of the Federal agency
insuring, guaranteeing, supplementing, or as-
sisting a Federally backed multifamily mortgage
loan, or the Director of the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency in the case of a Federally backed
multifamily mortgage loan that is purchased or
securitized by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation or the Federal National Mortgage
Association, shall require the owner of the prop-
erty secured by the Federally backed multi-
family mortgage loan to provide a copy of the
uniform statement developed pursuant to sub-
section (b) in written form to each lessee of a
dwelling unit assisted by that loan at the time
the lease is signed by the lessee.

(f) OPTIONAL COMPLETION OF VOTER REG-
ISTRATION.—Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to require any individual to complete a
voter registration form.

(9) REGULATIONS.—The head of a Federal
agency administering a Federal rental assist-
ance program, the head of the Federal agency
insuring, guaranteeing, supplementing, or as-
sisting a Federally backed multifamily mortgage
loan, the Director of the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency, and the Director may issue such
regulations as may be mecessary to carry out
this section.

(h) NO EFFECT ON OTHER AUTHORITY.—Noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to imply
that a Federal agency cannot provide voter reg-
istration services beyond those minimally re-
quired herein, or to imply that agencies not
named may not distribute voter registration in-
formation or provide voter registration services
up to the limits of their statutory and funding
authority.

(i) DESIGNATED VOTER REGISTRATION AGEN-
CIES.—In any State or other location in which a
Federal agency is designated as a voter registra-
tion agency under section 7(a)(3)(B)(ii) of the
National Voter Registration Act, the voter reg-
istration responsibilities incurred through such
designation shall supersede the requirements de-
scribed in this section.

SEC. 1043. ACCEPTANCE OF VOTER REGISTRA-
TION APPLICATIONS FROM INDIVID-
UALS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE.

(a) ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS.—Section 8

of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
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(52 U.S.C. 20507), as amended by section 1024, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (k) as sub-
section (1); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (j) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(k) ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS FROM IN-
DIVIDUALS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State may not refuse to
accept or process an individual’s application to
register to vote in elections for Federal office on
the grounds that the individual is under 18
years of age at the time the individual submits
the application, so long as the individual is at
least 16 years of age at such time.

““(2) NO EFFECT ON STATE VOTING AGE RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Nothing in paragraph (1) may be
construed to require a State to permit an indi-
vidual who is under 18 years of age at the time
of an election for Federal office to vote in the
election.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
elections occurring on or after January 1, 2022.
SEC. 1044. REQUIRING STATES TO ESTABLISH

AND OPERATE VOTER PRIVACY PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081 et seq.), as
amended by section 1031(a), is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 305 and 306 as
sections 306 and 307, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 304 the following
new section:

“SEC. 305. VOTER PRIVACY PROGRAMS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall establish
and operate a privacy program to enable victims
of domestic violence, dating violence, stalking,
sexual assault, and trafficking to have person-
ally identifiable information that State or local
election officials maintain with respect to an in-
dividual voter registration status for purposes of
elections for Federal office in the State, includ-
ing addresses, be kept confidential.

“(b) NoOTICE.—Each State shall notify resi-
dents of that State of the information that State
and local election officials maintain with re-
spect to an individual voter registration status
for purposes of elections for Federal office in the
State, how that information is shared or sold
and with whom, what information is automati-
cally kept confidential, what information is
needed to access voter information online, and
the privacy programs that are available.

““(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Each State shall
make information about the program established
under subsection (a) available on a publicly ac-
cessible website.

“‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

““(1) The terms ‘domestic violence’, ‘stalking’,
‘sexual assault’, and ‘dating violence’ have the
meanings given such terms in section 40002 of
the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (34
U.S.C. 12291).

“(2) The term ‘trafficking’ means an act or
practice described in paragraph (11) or (12) of
section 103 of the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102).

‘““(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Each State and juris-
diction shall be required to comply with the re-
quirements of this section on and after January
1, 2023.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 305 and 306 as relating to sections 306 and
307, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 304 the following new item:

“Sec. 305. Voter privacy programs.’’.
PART 6—FUNDING SUPPORT TO STATES
FOR COMPLIANCE
SEC. 1051. AVAILABILITY OF REQUIREMENTS PAY-
MENTS UNDER HAVA TO COVER
COSTS OF COMPLIANCE WITH NEW
REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 251(b) of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21001(b)) is
amended—
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘as provided
in paragraphs (2) and (3)” and inserting ‘‘as
otherwise provided in this subsection’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(4) CERTAIN VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVI-
TIES.—Notwithstanding paragraph (3), a State
may use a requirements payment to carry out
any of the requirements of the Voter Registra-
tion Modernization Act of 2021, including the
requirements of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 which are imposed pursuant to the
amendments made to such Act by the Voter Reg-
istration Modernization Act of 2021.”".

() CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
254(a)(1) of such Act (52 U.S.C. 21004(a)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘‘section 251(a)(2)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 251(b)(2)”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to fiscal
year 2022 and each succeeding fiscal year.

Subtitle B—Access to Voting for Individuals

With Disabilities
SEC. 1101. REQUIREMENTS FOR STATES TO PRO-
MOTE ACCESS TO VOTER REGISTRA-
TION AND VOTING FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a) and
section 1044(a), is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 306 and 307 as
sections 307 and 308, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 305 the following
new section:

“SEC. 306. ACCESS TO VOTER REGISTRATION AND
VOTING FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES.

“(a) TREATMENT OF APPLICATIONS AND BAL-
LOTS.—Each State shall—

‘(1) ensure that absentee registration forms,
absentee ballot applications, and absentee bal-
lots that are available electronically are acces-
sible (as defined in section 307);

““(2) permit individuals with disabilities to use
absentee registration procedures and to vote by
absentee ballot in elections for Federal office;

“(3) accept and process, with respect to any
election for Federal office, any otherwise valid
voter registration application and absentee bal-
lot application from an individual with a dis-
ability if the application is received by the ap-
propriate State election official within the dead-
line for the election which is applicable under
Federal law;

‘““(4) in addition to any other method of reg-
istering to vote or applying for an absentee bal-
lot in the State, establish procedures—

‘“(4) for individuals with disabilities to re-
quest by mail and electronically voter registra-
tion applications and absentee ballot applica-
tions with respect to elections for Federal office
in accordance with subsection (c);

‘““(B) for States to send by mail and electroni-
cally (in accordance with the preferred method
of transmission designated by the individual
under subparagraph (C)) voter registration ap-
plications and absentee ballot applications re-
quested under subparagraph (A) in accordance
with subsection (c)); and

“(C) by which such an individual can des-
ignate whether the individual prefers that such
voter registration application or absentee ballot
application be transmitted by mail or electroni-
cally;

“(5) in addition to any other method of trans-
mitting blank absentee ballots in the State, es-
tablish procedures for transmitting by mail and
electronically blank absentee ballots to individ-
uals with disabilities with respect to elections
for Federal office in accordance with subsection
(d); and

‘““(6) if the State declares or otherwise holds a
runoff election for Federal office, establish a
written plan that provides absentee ballots are
made available to individuals with disabilities in
a manner that gives them sufficient time to vote
in the runoff election.
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““(b) DESIGNATION OF SINGLE STATE OFFICE TO
PROVIDE INFORMATION ON REGISTRATION AND
ABSENTEE BALLOT PROCEDURES FOR VOTERS
WITH DISABILITIES IN STATE.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall designate
a single office which shall be responsible for
providing information regarding voter registra-
tion procedures, absentee ballot procedures, and
in-person voting procedures to be used by indi-
viduals with disabilities with respect to elections
for Federal office to all individuals with disabil-
ities who wish to register to vote or vote in any
jurisdiction in the State.

““(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Each State shall,
through the office designated in paragraph (1)—

““(A) provide information to election officials—

“(i) on how to set up and operate accessible
voting systems; and

““(it) regarding the accessibility of voting pro-
cedures, including guidance on compatibility
with assistive technologies such as screen read-
ers and ballot marking devices;

‘““(B) integrate information on accessibility,
accommodations, disability, and older individ-
uals into regular training materials for poll
workers and election administration officials;

“(C) train poll workers on how to make poll-
ing places accessible for individuals with dis-
abilities and older individuals;

‘(D) promote the hiring of individuals with
disabilities and older individuals as poll workers
and election staff; and

‘““(E) publicly post the results of any audits to
determine the accessibility of polling places no
later than 6 months after the completion of the
audit.

““(c) DESIGNATION OF MEANS OF ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIs-
ABILITIES TO REQUEST AND FOR STATES TO SEND
VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS AND ABSEN-
TEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES RELATED TO VOTING INFORMATION.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall, in addi-
tion to the designation of a single State office
under subsection (b), designate not less than 1
means of accessible electronic communication—

‘“(A) for use by individuals with disabilities
who wish to register to vote or vote in any juris-
diction in the State to request voter registration
applications and absentee ballot applications
under subsection (a)(4);

‘““(B) for use by States to send voter registra-
tion applications and absentee ballot applica-
tions requested under such subsection; and

‘“(C) for the purpose of providing related vot-
ing, balloting, and election information to indi-
viduals with disabilities.

““(2) CLARIFICATION REGARDING PROVISION OF
MULTIPLE MEANS OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICA-
TION.—A State may, in addition to the means of
electronic communication so designated, provide
multiple means of electronic communication to
individuals with disabilities, including a means
of electronic communication for the appropriate
jurisdiction of the State.

““(3) INCLUSION OF DESIGNATED MEANS OF
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION WITH INFORMA-
TIONAL AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS THAT AC-
COMPANY BALLOTING MATERIALS.—Each State
shall include a means of electronic communica-
tion so designated with all informational and
instructional materials that accompany bal-
loting materials sent by the State to individuals
with disabilities.

““(4) TRANSMISSION IF NO PREFERENCE INDI-
CATED.—In the case where an individual with a
disability does not designate a preference under
subsection (a)(4)(C), the State shall transmit the
voter registration application or absentee ballot
application by any delivery method allowable in
accordance with applicable State law, or if there
is no applicable State law, by mail.

“(d) TRANSMISSION OF BLANK ABSENTEE BAL-
LOTS BY MAIL AND ELECTRONICALLY.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall establish
procedures—

““(A) to securely transmit blank absentee bal-
lots by mail and electronically (in accordance
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with the preferred method of transmission des-
ignated by the individual with a disability
under subparagraph (B)) to individuals with
disabilities for an election for Federal office;
and

“(B) by which the individual with a disability
can designate whether the individual prefers
that such blank absentee ballot be transmitted
by mail or electronically.

““(2) TRANSMISSION IF NO PREFERENCE INDI-
CATED.—In the case where an individual with a
disability does not designate a preference under
paragraph (1)(B), the State shall transmit the
ballot by any delivery method allowable in ac-
cordance with applicable State law, or if there is
no applicable State law, by mail.

“(3) APPLICATION OF METHODS TO TRACK DE-
LIVERY TO AND RETURN OF BALLOT BY INDI-
VIDUAL REQUESTING BALLOT.—Under the proce-
dures established under paragraph (1), the State
shall apply such methods as the State considers
appropriate, such as assigning a unique identi-
fier to the ballot envelope, to ensure that if an
individual with a disability requests the State to
transmit a blank absentee ballot to the indi-
vidual in accordance with this subsection, the
voted absentee ballot which is returned by the
individual is the same blank absentee ballot
which the State transmitted to the individual.

“(e) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY DE-
FINED.—In this section, an ‘individual with a
disability’ means an individual with an impair-
ment that substantially limits any major life ac-
tivities and who is otherwise qualified to vote in
elections for Federal office.

‘““(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to elections for Federal office
held on or after January 1, 2022.°°.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT RELATING TO
ISSUANCE OF VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE BY ELEC-
TION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION.—

(1) TIMING OF ISSUANCE.—Section 311(b) of
such Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)) is amended—

(A) by striking “‘and’ at the end of paragraph
(2);

(B) by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (3) and inserting *‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(4) in the case of the recommendations with
respect to section 306, January 1, 2022.”.

(2) REDESIGNATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Title III of such Act (52
U.S.C. 21081 et seq.) is amended by redesig-
nating sections 311 and 312 as sections 321 and
322, respectively.

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 322(a)
of such Act, as redesignated by subparagraph
(A), is amended by striking ‘‘section 312"’ and
inserting ‘‘section 322°’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c)
and section 1044(b), is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 306 and 307 as relating to sections 307 and
308, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 305 the following new item:

“Sec. 306. Access to wvoter registration and

voting for individuals with disabilities.’’.
SEC. 1102. ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE
OF STATE ACCESSIBLE ELECTION
WEBSITES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title III of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081
et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a), section
1044(a), and section 1101(a), is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 307 and 308 as
sections 308 and 309, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 306 the following:
“SEC. 307. ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE

OF ACCESSIBLE ELECTION
WEBSITES.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2023, each State shall establish a single election
website that is accessible and meets the fol-
lowing requirements:
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‘(1) LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS.—The website
shall provide local election officials, poll work-
ers, and volunteers with—

““(A) guidance to ensure that polling places
are accessible for individuals with disabilities
and older individuals in a manner that provides
the same opportunity for access and participa-
tion (including privacy and independence) as
for other voters; and

““(B) online training and resources on—

““(i) how best to promote the access and par-
ticipation of individuals with disabilities and
older individuals in elections for public office;
and

‘‘(ii) the voting rights and protections for indi-
viduals with disabilities and older individuals
under State and Federal law.

““(2) VOTERS.—The website shall provide infor-
mation about voting, including—

‘““(A) the accessibility of all polling places
within the State, including outreach programs
to inform individuals about the availability of
accessible polling places;

‘““(B) how to register to vote and confirm voter
registration in the State;

“(C) the location and operating hours of all
polling places in the State;

“(D) the availability of aid or assistance for
individuals with disabilities and older individ-
uals to cast their vote in a manner that provides
the same opportunity for access and participa-
tion (including privacy and independence) as
for other voters at polling places;

‘““(E) the availability of transportation aid or
assistance to the polling place for individuals
with disabilities or older individuals;

‘““(F) the rights and protections under State
and Federal law for individuals with disabilities
and older individuals to participate in elections;
and

‘“(G) how to contact State, local, and Federal
officials with complaints or grievances if indi-
viduals with disabilities, older individuals, Na-
tive Americans, Alaska Natives, and individuals
with limited proficiency in the English language
feel their ability to register to vote or vote has
been blocked or delayed.

““(b) PARTNERSHIP WITH OUTSIDE TECHNICAL
ORGANIZATION.—The chief State election official
of each State, through the committee of appro-
priate individuals under subsection (c)(2), shall
partner with an outside technical organization
with demonstrated experience in establishing ac-
cessible and easy to use accessible election
websites to—

‘“(1) update an existing election website to
make it fully accessible in accordance with this
section,; or

“(2) develop an election website that is fully
accessible in accordance with this section.

““(c) STATE PLAN.—

‘(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The chief State election
official of each State shall, through a committee
of appropriate individuals as described in para-
graph (2), develop a State plan that describes
how the State and local governments will meet
the requirements under this section.

“(2) COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP.—The committee
shall comprise at least the following individuals:

‘““(A) The chief election officials of the four
most populous jurisdictions within the State.

‘““(B) The chief election officials of the four
least populous jurisdictions within the State.

“(C) Representatives from two disability advo-
cacy groups, including at least one such rep-
resentative who is an individual with a dis-
ability.

‘““(D) Representatives from two older indi-
vidual advocacy groups, including at least one
such representative who is an older individual.

‘““(E) Representatives from two independent
non-governmental organizations with expertise
in establishing and maintaining accessible
websites.

‘““(F) Representatives from two independent
non-governmental voting rights organizations.

‘“(G) Representatives from State protection
and advocacy systems as defined in section 102
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of the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15002).

“(d) PARTNERSHIP TO MONITOR AND VERIFY
ACCESSIBILITY.—The chief State election official
of each eligible State, through the committee of
appropriate individuals under subsection (c)(2),
shall partner with at least two of the following
organizations to monitor and verify the accessi-
bility of the election website and the complete-
ness of the election information and the accu-
racy of the disability information provided on
such website:

‘(1) University Centers for Excellence in De-
velopmental Disabilities Education, Research,
and Services designated under section 151(a) of
the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15061(a)).

““(2) Centers for Independent Living, as de-
scribed in part C of title VII of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796f et seq.).

“(3) A State Council on Developmental Dis-
abilities described in section 125 of the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15025).

‘“(4) State protection and advocacy systems as
defined in section 102 of the Developmental Dis-
abilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of
2000 (42 U.S.C. 15002).

‘“(5) Statewide Independent Living Councils
established under section 705 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796d).

““(6) State Assistive Technology Act Programs.

“(7) A visual access advocacy organization.

“(8) An organization for the deaf.

““(9) A mental health organization.

‘““(e) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, section 305, and section 307:

‘““(1) ACCESSIBLE.—The term
means—

““(A) in the case of the election website under
subsection (a) or an electronic communication
under section 305—

‘(i) that the functions and content of the
website or electronic communication, including
all text, visual, and aural content, are as acces-
sible to people with disabilities as to those with-
out disabilities;

‘“‘(ii) that the functions and content of the
website or electronic communication are acces-
sible to individuals with limited proficiency in
the English language; and

‘‘(iii) that the website or electronic commu-
nication meets, at a minimum, conformance to
Level AA of the Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines 2.0 of the Web Accessibility Initiative
(or any successor guidelines); and

“(B) in the case of a facility (including a poll-
ing place), that the facility is readily accessible
to and usable by individuals with disabilities
and older individuals, as determined under the
2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
adopted by the Department of Justice (or any
successor standards).

““(2) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY.—The term
‘ndividual with a disability’ means an indi-
vidual with a disability, as defined in section 3
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12102), and who is otherwise qualified to
vote in elections for Federal office.

““(3) OLDER INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘older indi-
vidual’ means an individual who is 60 years of
age or older and who is otherwise qualified to
vote in elections for Federal office.”’.

(b) VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE.—Section 321(b)(4)
of such Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)), as added and
redesignated by section 1101(b), is amended by
striking ‘‘section 306’ and inserting ‘‘sections
306 and 307.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), and section 1101(c), is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 307 and 308 as relating to sections 308 and
309, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 306 the following new item:

‘accessible’
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“Sec. 307. Establishment and maintenance of
accessible election websites.” .

SEC. 1103. PROTECTIONS FOR IN-PERSON VOTING
FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES AND OLDER INDIVIDUALS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title III of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081
et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a), section
1044(a), section 1101(a), and section 1102(a), is
amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 308 and 309 as
sections 309 and 310, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 307 the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 308. ACCESS TO VOTING FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES AND OLDER IN-
DIVIDUALS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall—

‘(1) ensure all polling places within the State
are accessible, as defined in section 306;

““(2) consider procedures to address long wait
times at polling places that allow individuals
with disabilities and older individuals alternate
options to cast a ballot in person in an election
for Federal office, such as the option to cast a
ballot outside of the polling place or from a ve-
hicle, or providing an expedited voting line; and

““(3) consider options to establish ‘mobile poll-
ing sites’ to allow election officials or volunteers
to travel to long-term care facilities and assist
residents who request assistance in casting a
ballot in order to maintain the privacy and
independence of voters in these facilities.

““(b) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this section
may be construed to alter the requirements
under Federal law that all polling places for
Federal elections are accessible to individuals
with disabilities and older individuals.

“(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to elections for Federal office
held on or after January 1, 2024.’.

(2) VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE.—Section 321(b)(4)
of such Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)), as added and
redesignated by section 1101(b) and as amended
by section 1102(b), is amended by striking ‘“‘and
307 and inserting *‘, 307, and 308’ .

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), and section
1102(c), is amended—

(A) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 308 and 309 as relating to sections 309 and
310, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 307 the following new item:

“Sec. 308. Access to wvoting for individuals

with disabilities and older individuals.” .

(b) REVISIONS TO VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR
THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED ACT.—

(1) REPORTS TO ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMIS-
SION.—Section 3(c) of the Voting Accessibility
for the Elderly and Handicapped Act (52 U.S.C.
20102(c)) is amended—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION’’ and inserting
“ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION’’;

(B) in each of paragraphs (1) and (2), by
striking ‘‘Federal Election Commission’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Election Assistance Commission’’; and

(C) by striking paragraph (3).

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING TO
REFERENCES.—The Voting Accessibility for the
Elderly and Handicapped Act (52 U.S.C. 20101 et
seq.), as amended by paragraph (1), is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking “‘handicapped and elderly in-
dividuals’ each place it appears and inserting
“individuals with disabilities and older individ-
uals’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘handicapped and elderly vot-
ers”’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘indi-
viduals with disabilities and older individuals’’;

(C) in section 3(b)(2)(B), by striking ‘‘handi-
capped or elderly voter’” and inserting ‘‘indi-
vidual with a disability or older individual’’;

(D) in section 5(b), by striking ‘‘handicapped
voter’” and inserting ‘‘individual with a dis-
ability”’; and
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(E) in section 8—

(i) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and in-
serting the following:

‘““(1) ‘accessible’ has the meaning given that
term in section 307 of the Help America Vote Act
of 2002, as added by section 1102(a) of the Free-
dom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act;

“(2) ‘older individual’ has the meaning given
that term in such section 307;’; and

(ii) by striking paragraph (4), and inserting
the following:

‘“(4) ‘individual with a disability’ has the
meaning given that term in such section 306;
and’.

(3) SHORT TITLE AMENDMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1 of the “Voting Ac-
cessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped
Act” (Public Law 98-435; 42 U.S.C. 1973ee note)
is amended by striking ‘‘for the Elderly and
Handicapped’ and inserting ‘‘for Individuals
with Disabilities and Older Individuals’.

(B) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any other
provision of law, regulation, document, paper,
or other record of the United States to the “‘Vot-
ing Accessibility for the Elderly and Handi-
capped Act’’ shall be deemed to be a reference to
the ‘“‘Voting Accessibility for Individuals with
Disabilities and Older Individuals Act’’.

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this subsection shall take effect on January
1, 2024, and shall apply with respect to elections
for Federal office held on or after that date.
SEC. 1104. PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS SUB-

JECT TO GUARDIANSHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title I1II of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081
et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a), section
1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a), and sec-
tion 1103(a)(1), is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 309 and 310 as
sections 310 and 311, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 308 the following:
“SEC. 309. PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS SUB-

JECT TO GUARDIANSHIP.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—A State shall not determine
that an individual lacks the capacity to vote in
an election for Federal office on the ground that
the individual is subject to guardianship, unless
a court of competent jurisdiction issues a court
order finding by clear and convincing evidence
that the individual cannot communicate, with
or without accommodations, a desire to partici-
pate in the voting process.

‘““(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to elections for Federal office
held on or after January 1, 2022.°".

(b) VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE.—Section 321(b)(4)
of such Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)), as added and
redesignated by section 1101(b) and as amended
by sections 1102 and 1103, is amended by striking
“and 308 and inserting ‘308, and 309°.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
and section 1103(a)(3), is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 309 and 310 as relating to sections 310 and
311, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 308 the following new item:

“‘Sec. 309. Protections for individuals subject

to guardianship.”.
SEC. 1105. EXPANSION AND REAUTHORIZATION
OF GRANT PROGRAM TO ASSURE
VOTING ACCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES.

(a) PURPOSES OF PAYMENTS.—Section 261(b) of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21021(b)) is amended by striking paragraphs (1)
and (2) and inserting the following:

‘(1) making absentee voting and wvoting at
home accessible to individuals with the full
range of disabilities (including impairments in-
volving vision, hearing, mobility, or dexterity)
through the implementation of accessible absen-
tee voting systems that work in conjunction
with assistive technologies for which individuals
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have access at their homes, independent living
centers, or other facilities;

““(2) making polling places, including the path
of travel, entrances, exits, and voting areas of
each polling facility, accessible to individuals
with disabilities, including the blind and vis-
ually impaired, in a manner that provides the
same opportunity for access and participation
(including privacy and independence) as for
other voters; and

“(3) providing solutions to problems of access
to voting and elections for individuals with dis-
abilities that are universally designed and pro-
vide the same opportunities for individuals with
and without disabilities.”.

(b) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 264(a) of such
Act (52 U.S.C. 21024(a)) is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

‘““(4) For fiscal year 2022 and each succeeding
fiscal year, such sums as may be necessary to
carry out this part.”’.

(c) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Sec-
tion 264 of such Act (52 U.S.C. 21024) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking “Any
amounts’ and inserting ‘“‘Except as provided in
subsection (b), any amounts’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(c) RETURN AND TRANSFER OF CERTAIN
FUNDS.—

‘(1) DEADLINE FOR OBLIGATION AND EXPENDI-
TURE.—In the case of any amounts appropriated
pursuant to the authority of subsection (a) for
a payment to a State or unit of local government
for fiscal year 2022 or any succeeding fiscal
year, any portion of such amounts which have
not been obligated or expended by the State or
unit of local government prior to the expiration
of the 4-year period which begins on the date
the State or unit of local government first re-
ceived the amounts shall be transferred to the
Commission.

“2) REALLOCATION
AMOUNTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall use
the amounts transferred under paragraph (1) to
make payments on a pro rata basis to each cov-
ered payment recipient described in subpara-
graph (B), which may obligate and expend such
payment for the purposes described in section
261(b) during the 1-year period which begins on
the date of receipt.

‘“(B) COVERED PAYMENT RECIPIENTS DE-
SCRIBED.—In subparagraph (4), a ‘covered pay-
ment recipient’ is a State or unit of local govern-
ment with respect to which—

“(i) amounts were appropriated pursuant to
the authority of subsection (a); and

““(ii) no amounts were transferred to the Com-
mission under paragraph (1).”’.

SEC. 1106. FUNDING FOR PROTECTION AND AD-
VOCACY SYSTEMS.

(a) INCLUSION OF SYSTEM SERVING AMERICAN
INDIAN CONSORTIUM.—Section 291(a) of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21061(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘of each State’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘of each State and the eligible system serv-
ing the American Indian consortium (within the
meaning of section 509(c)(1)(B) of the Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794e(c)(1)(B)))’’.

(b) GRANT AMOUNT.—Section 291(b) of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21061(b)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘as set forth in subsections
(c)(3)” and inserting ‘‘as set forth in subsections
(c)(1)(B) (regardless of the fiscal year), (c)(3)”’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘except that’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘except that the amount of
the grants to systems referred to in subsection
(c)(3)(B) of that section shall not be less than
$70,000 and the amount of the grants to systems
referred to in subsections (c)(1)(B) and (c)(4)(B)
of that section shall not be less than $35,000.”.
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SEC. 1107. PILOT PROGRAMS FOR ENABLING INDI-
VIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES TO
REGISTER TO VOTE PRIVATELY AND
INDEPENDENTLY AT RESIDENCES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAMS.—
The Election Assistance Commission (hereafter
referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’) shall, subject
to the availability of appropriations to carry out
this section, make grants to eligible States to
conduct pilot programs under which individuals
with disabilities may use electronic means (in-
cluding the internet and telephones utilizing as-
sistive devices) to register to vote and to request
and receive absentee ballots in a manner which
permits such individuals to do so privately and
independently at their own residences.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State receiving a grant for
a year under this section shall submit a report
to the Commission on the pilot programs the
State carried out with the grant with respect to
elections for public office held in the State dur-
ing the year.

(2) DEADLINE.—A State shall submit a report
under paragraph (1) not later than 90 days after
the last election for public office held in the
State during the year.

(c) ELIGIBILITY.—A State is eligible to receive
a grant under this section if the State submits to
the Commission, at such time and in such form
as the Commission may require, an application
containing such information and assurances as
the Commission may require.

(d) TIMING.—The Commission shall make the
first grants under this section for pilot programs
which will be in effect with respect to elections
for Federal office held in 2022, or, at the option
of a State, with respect to other elections for
public office held in the State in 2022.

(e) STATE DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“State’ includes the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American
Samoa, the United States Virgin Islands, and
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

SEC. 1108. GAO ANALYSIS AND REPORT ON VOT-
ING ACCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES.

(a) ANALYSIS.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct an analysis after
each regularly scheduled general election for
Federal office with respect to the following:

(1) In relation to polling places located in
houses of worship or other facilities that may be
exempt from accessibility requirements under the
Americans with Disabilities Act—

(A) efforts to overcome accessibility challenges
posed by such facilities; and

(B) the extent to which such facilities are used
as polling places in elections for Federal office.

(2) Assistance provided by the Election Assist-
ance Commission, Department of Justice, or
other Federal agencies to help State and local
officials improve voting access for individuals
with disabilities during elections for Federal of-
fice.

(3) When accessible voting machines are avail-
able at a polling place, the extent to which such
machines—

(A) are located in places that are difficult to
access;

(B) malfunction; or

(C) fail to provide sufficient privacy to ensure
that the ballot of the individual cannot be seen
by another individual.

(4) The process by which Federal, State, and
local governments track compliance with acces-
sibility requirements related to voting access, in-
cluding methods to receive and address com-
plaints.

(5) The extent to which poll workers receive
training on how to assist individuals with dis-
abilities, including the receipt by such poll
workers of information on legal requirements re-
lated to voting rights for individuals with dis-
abilities.

(6) The extent and effectiveness of training
provided to poll workers on the operation of ac-
cessible voting machines.
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(7) The extent to which individuals with a de-
velopmental or psychiatric disability experience
greater barriers to voting, and whether poll
worker training adequately addresses the needs
of such individuals.

(8) The extent to which State or local govern-
ments employ, or attempt to employ, individuals
with disabilities to work at polling sites.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 9 months
after the date of a regularly scheduled general
election for Federal office, the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report with respect to the
most recent regularly scheduled general election
for Federal office that contains the following:

(4) The analysis required by subsection (a).

(B) Recommendations, as appropriate, to pro-
mote the use of best practices used by State and
local officials to address barriers to accessibility
and privacy concerns for individuals with dis-
abilities in elections for Federal office.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—For purposes of this subsection, the term
“‘appropriate congressional committees”™
means—

(A) the Committee on House Administration of
the House of Representatives;

(B) the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

Subtitle C—Early Voting
SEC. 1201. EARLY VOTING.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—Subtitle A of title I1II of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a),
section 1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a),
section 1103(a), and section 1104(a), is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating sections 310 and 311 as
sections 311 and 312, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 309 the following
new section:

“SEC. 310. EARLY VOTING.

“(a) REQUIRING VOTING PRIOR TO DATE OF
ELECTION.—Each election jurisdiction shall
allow individuals to vote in an election for Fed-
eral office during an early voting period which
occurs prior to the date of the election, in a
manner that allows the individual to receive,
complete, and cast their ballot in-person.

“(b) MINIMUM EARLY VOTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—

“(A) LENGTH OF PERIOD.—The early voting
period required under this subsection with re-
spect to an election shall consist of a period of
consecutive days (including weekends) which
begins on the 15th day before the date of the
election (or, at the option of the State, on a day
prior to the 15th day before the date of the elec-
tion) and ends no earlier than the second day
before the date of the election.

““(B) HOURS FOR EARLY VOTING.—Each polling
place which allows voting during an early vot-
ing period under subparagraph (A) shall—

“(i) allow such voting for mo less than 10
hours on each day during the period;

““(ii) have uniform hours each day for which
such voting occurs; and

“‘(iii) allow such voting to be held for some pe-
riod of time prior to 9:00 a.m. (local time) and
some period of time after 5:00 p.m. (local time).

“(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTE-BY-MAIL JURIS-
DICTIONS.—In the case of a jurisdiction that
sends every registered voter a ballot by mail—

“(A) paragraph (1) shall not apply;

““(B) such jurisdiction shall allow eligible indi-
viduals to vote during an early voting period
that ensures voters are provided the greatest op-
portunity to cast ballots ahead of Election Day
and which includes at least one consecutive Sat-
urday and Sunday; and

“(C) each polling place which allows voting
during an early voting period under subpara-
graph (B) shall allow such voting—
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‘(i) during the election office’s regular busi-
ness hours; and

““(ii) for a period of not less than 8 hours on
Saturdays and Sundays included in the early
voting period.

“(3) REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL JURISDIC-
TIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a jurisdic-
tion described in subparagraph (B), paragraph
(1)(B) shall not apply so long as all eligible indi-
viduals in the jurisdiction have the opportunity
to vote—

‘(i) at each polling place which allows voting
during the early wvoting period described in
paragraph (1)(A)—

‘“(I) during the election office’s regular busi-
ness hours; and

‘“(II) for a period of not less than 8 hours on
at least one Saturday and at least one Sunday
included in the early voting period; or

““(ii) at one or more polling places in the coun-
ty in which such jurisdiction is located that al-
lows voting during the early voting period de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A) in accordance with
the requirements under paragraph (1)(B).

‘““(B) JURISDICTION DESCRIBED.—A jurisdiction
is described in this subparagraph if such juris-
diction—

‘(i) had less than 3,000 registered voters at the
time of the most recent prior election for Federal
office; and

““(ii) comsists of a geographic area that is
smaller than the jurisdiction of the county in
which such jurisdiction is located.

‘““(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed—

““(A4) to limit the availability of additional
temporary wvoting sites which provide voters
more opportunities to cast their ballots but
which do not meet the requirements of this sub-
section;

‘““(B) to limit a polling place from being open
for additional hours outside of the wuniform
hours set for the polling location on any day of
the early voting period,; or

“(C) to limit a State or jurisdiction from offer-
ing early voting on the Monday before Election
Day.

“(c) AVAILABILITY OF POLLING PLACES.—To
the greatest extent practicable, each State and
jurisdiction shall—

‘(1) ensure that there are an appropriate
number of polling places which allow voting
during an early voting period; and

““(2) ensure that such polling places provide
the greatest opportunity for residents of the ju-
risdiction to vote.

““(d) LOCATION OF POLLING PLACES.—

‘(1) PROXIMITY TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.—
To the greatest extent practicable, each State
and jurisdiction shall ensure that each polling
place which allows voting during an early vot-
ing period under subsection (b) is located within
walking distance of a stop on a public transpor-
tation route.

“(2) AVAILABILITY IN RURAL AREAS.—In the
case of a jurisdiction that includes a rural area,
the State or jurisdiction shall—

‘“(A) ensure that an appropriate number of
polling places (not less than one) which allow
voting during an early voting period under sub-
section (b) will be located in such rural areas;
and

‘““(B) ensure that such polling places are lo-
cated in communities which will provide the
greatest opportunity for residents of rural areas
to vote during the early voting period.

“(3) CAMPUSES OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.—In the case of a jurisdiction that is
not considered a vote by mail jurisdiction de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2) or a small jurisdic-
tion described in subsection (b)(3) and that in-
cludes an institution of higher education (as de-
fined under section 102 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)), including a branch
campus of such an institution, the State or ju-
risdiction shall—

‘““(A) ensure that an appropriate number of
polling places (not less than one) which allow
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voting during the early voting period under sub-
section (b) will be located on the physical cam-
pus of each such institution, including each
such branch campus; and

“(B) ensure that such polling places provide
the greatest opportunity for residents of the ju-
risdiction to vote.

‘““(e) STANDARDS.—Not later than June 30,
2022, the Commission shall issue voluntary
standards for the administration of voting dur-
ing voting periods which occur prior to the date
of a Federal election. Subject to subsection (c),
such voluntary standards shall include the non-
discriminatory geographic placement of polling
places at which such voting occurs.

“(f) BALLOT PROCESSING AND SCANNING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State or jurisdiction
shall begin processing and scanning ballots cast
during in-person early voting for tabulation not
later than the date that is 14 days prior to the
date of the election involved, except that a State
or jurisdiction may begin processing and scan-
ning ballots cast during in-person early voting
for tabulation after such date if the date on
which the State or jurisdiction begins such proc-
essing and scanning ensures, to the greatest ex-
tent practical, that ballots cast before the date
of the election are processed and scanned before
the date of the election.

““(2) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed—

“(A) to permit a State or jurisdiction to tab-
ulate ballots in an election before the closing of
the polls on the date of the election unless such
tabulation is a mnecessary component of
preprocessing in the State or jurisdiction and is
performed in accordance with existing State
law; or

“(B) to permit an official to make public any
results of tabulation and processing before the
closing of the polls on the date of the election.

‘““(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2022 and each succeeding election for
Federal office.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING TO
ISSUANCE OF VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE BY ELEC-
TION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION.—Section 321(b) of
such Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)), as redesignated
and amended by section 1101(b), is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and’’ at the end of paragraph
(3);

(2) by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (4) and inserting “‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(5) except as provided in paragraph (4), in
the case of the recommendations with respect to
any section added by the Freedom to Vote: John
R. Lewis Act, June 30, 2022.”°.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), and section 1104(c), is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 310 and 311 as relating to sections 311 and
312, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 309 the following new item:

“Sec. 310. Early voting.”’.

Subtitle D—Voting by Mail
SEC. 1301. VOTING BY MAIL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Subtitle A of title I1II of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a),
section 1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a),
section 1103(a), section 1104(a), and section
1201(a), is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 311 and 312 as
sections 312 and 313, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 310 the following
new section:
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“SEC. 311. PROMOTING ABILITY OF VOTERS TO
VOTE BY MAIL.

“(a) UNIFORM AVAILABILITY OF ABSENTEE
VOTING TO ALL VOTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an individual in a State
is eligible to cast a vote in an election for Fed-
eral office, the State may not impose any addi-
tional conditions or requirements on the eligi-
bility of the individual to cast the vote in such
election by absentee ballot by mail.

““(2) ADMINISTRATION OF VOTING BY MAIL.—

““(A) PROHIBITING IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENT AS CONDITION OF OBTAINING OR CASTING
BALLOT.—A State may not require an individual
to submit any form of identifying document as a
condition of obtaining or casting an absentee
ballot, except that nothing in this subparagraph
may be construed to prevent a State from requir-
ing—

‘““(i) the information required to complete an
application for voter registration for an election
for Federal office under section 303(a)(5)(4),
provided that a State may not deny a voter a
ballot or the opportunity to cast it on the
grounds that the voter does mot possess a cur-
rent and valid driver’s license number or a so-
cial security number; or

‘“(ii) a signature of the individual or similar
affirmation as a condition of obtaining or cast-
ing an absentee ballot.

““(B) PROHIBITING FAULTY MATCHING REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR IDENTIFYING INFORMATION.—A State
may not deny a voter an absentee ballot or re-
ject an absentee ballot cast by a voter—

‘(i) on the grounds that the voter provided a
different form of identifying information under
subparagraph (A) than the voter originally pro-
vided when registering to vote or when request-
ing an absentee ballot; or

““(ii) due to an error in, or omission of, identi-
fying information required by a State under
subparagraph (A), if such error or omission is
not material to an individual’s eligibility to vote
under section 2004(a)(2)(B) of the Revised Stat-
utes (52 U.S.C. 10101(a)(2)(B)).

“(C) PROHIBITING REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE
NOTARIZATION OR WITNESS SIGNATURE AS CONDI-
TION OF OBTAINING OR CASTING BALLOT.—A
State may not require nmotarization or witness
signature or other formal authentication (other
than voter attestation) as a condition of obtain-
ing or casting an absentee ballot, except that
nothing in this subparagraph may be construed
to prohibit a State from enforcing a law which
has a witness signature requirement for a ballot
where a voter oath is attested to with a mark
rather than a voter’s signature.

““(3) NO EFFECT ON IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR FIRST-TIME VOTERS REGISTERING BY
MAIL.—Nothing in this subsection may be con-
strued to exempt any individual described in
paragraph (1) of section 303(b) from meeting the
requirements of paragraph (2) of such section or
to exempt an individual described in paragraph
(5)(A) of section 303(b) from meeting the require-
ments of paragraph (5)(B).

““(b) DUE PROCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR STATES
REQUIRING SIGNATURE VERIFICATION.—

“(1) REQUIREMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A State may not impose a
signature verification requirement as a condi-
tion of accepting and counting a mail-in ballot
or absentee ballot submitted by any individual
with respect to an election for Federal office un-
less the State meets the due process requirements
described in paragraph (2).

“(B) SIGNATURE VERIFICATION REQUIREMENT
DESCRIBED.—In this subsection, a ‘signature
verification requirement’ is a requirement that
an election official verify the identification of
an individual by comparing the individual’s sig-
nature on the mail-in ballot or absentee ballot
with the individual’s signature on the official
list of registered voters in the State or another
official record or other document used by the
State to verify the signatures of voters.

““(2) DUE PROCESS REQUIREMENTS.—
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‘““(A) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE DIS-
CREPANCY IN SIGNATURES.—If an individual sub-
mits a mail-in ballot or an absentee ballot and
the appropriate State or local election official
determines that a discrepancy exists between the
signature on such ballot and the signature of
such individual on the official list of registered
voters in the State or other official record or
document used by the State to verify the signa-
tures of voters, such election official, prior to
making a final determination as to the validity
of such ballot, shall—

““(i) as soon as practical, but no later than the
next business day after such determination is
made, make a good faith effort to notify the in-
dividual by mail, telephone, and (if available)
text message and electronic mail that—

‘“(I) a discrepancy exists between the signa-
ture on such ballot and the signature of the in-
dividual on the official list of registered voters
in the State or other official record or document
used by the State to verify the signatures of vot-
ers; and

“(I1) if such discrepancy is not cured prior to
the expiration of the third day following the
State’s deadline for receiving mail-in ballots or
absentee ballots, such ballot will not be counted;
and

“‘(ii) cure such discrepancy and count the bal-
lot if, prior to the expiration of the third day
following the State’s deadline for receiving mail-
in ballots or absentee ballots, the individual pro-
vides the official with information to cure such
discrepancy, either in person, by telephone, or
by electronic methods.

“(B) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE MISS-
ING SIGNATURE OR OTHER DEFECT.—If an indi-
vidual submits a mail-in ballot or an absentee
ballot without a signature or submits a mail-in
ballot or an absentee ballot with another defect
which, if left uncured, would cause the ballot to
not be counted, the appropriate State or local
election official, prior to making a final deter-
mination as to the validity of the ballot, shall—

‘(i) as soon as practical, but no later than the
next business day after such determination is
made, make a good faith effort to notify the in-
dividual by mail, telephone, and (if available)
text message and electronic mail that—

‘(1) the ballot did not include a signature or
has some other defect; and

“(I1) if the individual does not provide the
missing signature or cure the other defect prior
to the expiration of the third day following the
State’s deadline for receiving mail-in ballots or
absentee ballots, such ballot will not be counted;
and

““(ii) count the ballot if, prior to the expiration
of the third day following the State’s deadline
for receiving mail-in ballots or absentee ballots,
the individual provides the official with the
missing signature on a form proscribed by the
State or cures the other defect.

This subparagraph does not apply with respect
to a defect consisting of the failure of a ballot
to meet the applicable deadline for the accept-
ance of the ballot, as described in subsection (e).

““(C) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An election official may not
make a determination that a discrepancy exists
between the signature on a mail-in ballot or an
absentee ballot and the signature of the indi-
vidual on the official list of registered voters in
the State or other official record or other docu-
ment used by the State to verify the signatures
of voters unless—

“(1) at least 2 election officials make the de-
termination;

“(1I) each official who makes the determina-
tion has received training in procedures used to
verify signatures; and

‘“(III) of the officials who make the deter-
mination, at least one is affiliated with the po-
litical party whose candidate received the most
votes in the most recent statewide election for
Federal office held in the State and at least one
is affiliated with the political party whose can-
didate received the second most votes in the
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most recent statewide election for Federal office
held in the State.

“(ii)) EXCEPTION.—Clause (i)(III) shall not
apply to any State in which, under a law that
is in effect continuously on and after the date
of enactment of this section, determinations re-
garding signature discrepancies are made by
election officials who are not affiliated with a
political party.

“(3) REPORT.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the end of a Federal election cycle, each
chief State election official shall submit to the
Commission a report containing the following
information for the applicable Federal election
cycle in the State:

“(i) The number of ballots invalidated due to
a discrepancy under this subsection.

“‘(ii) Description of attempts to contact voters
to provide notice as required by this subsection.

“‘(iii) Description of the cure process devel-
oped by such State pursuant to this subsection,
including the number of ballots determined valid
as a result of such process.

“(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 10 days after receiving a report under sub-
paragraph (A), the Commission shall transmit
such report to Congress.

“(C) FEDERAL ELECTION CYCLE DEFINED.—For
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘Federal
election cycle’ means, with respect to any regu-
larly scheduled election for Federal office, the
period beginning on the day after the date of
the preceding regularly scheduled general elec-
tion for Federal office and ending on the date of
such regularly scheduled general election.

““(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed—

““(A) to prohibit a State from rejecting a ballot
attempted to be cast in an election for Federal
office by an individual who is not eligible to
vote in the election; or

“(B) to prohibit a State from providing an in-
dividual with more time and more methods for
curing a discrepancy in the individual’s signa-
ture, providing a missing signature, or curing
any other defect than the State is required to
provide under this subsection.

““(c) APPLICATIONS FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to such other
methods as the State may establish for an indi-
vidual to apply for an absentee ballot, each
State shall permit an individual to submit an
application for an absentee ballot online.

““(2) TREATMENT OF WEBSITES.—A State shall
be considered to meet the requirements of para-
graph (1) if the website of the appropriate State
or local election official allows an application
for an absentee ballot to be completed and sub-
mitted online and if the website permits the indi-
vidual—

““(A) to print the application so that the indi-
vidual may complete the application and return
it to the official; or

“(B) to request that a paper copy of the appli-
cation be transmitted to the individual by mail
or electronic mail so that the individual may
complete the application and return it to the of-
ficial.

““(3) ENSURING DELIVERY PRIOR TO ELECTION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—If an individual who is eli-
gible to vote in an election for Federal office
submits an application for an absentee ballot in
the election and such application is received by
the appropriate State or local election official
not later than 13 days (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal public holidays) before the
date of the election, the election official shall
ensure that the ballot and related voting mate-
rials are promptly mailed to the individual.

“(B) APPLICATIONS RECEIVED CLOSE TO ELEC-
TION DAY.—If an individual who is eligible to
vote in an election for Federal office submits an
application for an absentee ballot in the election
and such application is received by the appro-
priate State or local election official after the
date described in subparagraph (A) but not later
than 7 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
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and legal public holidays) before the date of the
election, the election official shall, to the great-
est extent practical, ensure that the ballot and
related voting materials are mailed to the indi-
vidual within 1 business day of the receipt of
the application.

‘““(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
paragraph shall preclude a State or local juris-
diction from allowing for the acceptance and
processing of absentee ballot applications sub-
mitted or received after the date described in
subparagraph (B).

‘“(4) APPLICATION FOR ALL FUTURE ELEC-
TIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—At the option of an indi-
vidual, the individual’s application to vote by
absentee ballot by mail in an election for Fed-
eral office shall be treated as an application for
an absentee ballot by mail in all subsequent
elections for Federal office held in the State.

“(B) DURATION OF TREATMENT.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an individual
who is treated as having applied for an absentee
ballot for all subsequent elections for Federal of-
fice held in the State under subparagraph (A),
such treatment shall remain effective until the
earlier of such time as—

‘(1) the individual is no longer registered to
vote in the State; or

‘“(II) the individual provides an affirmative
written notice revoking such treatment.

““(ii)) PROHIBITION ON REVOCATION BASED ON
FAILURE TO VOTE.—The treatment of an indi-
vidual as having applied for an absentee ballot
for all subsequent elections held in the State
under subparagraph (A) shall not be revoked on
the basis that the individual has not voted in an
election.

“(d) ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES.—Each State shall ensure that all
absentee ballot applications, absentee ballots,
and related voting materials in elections for
Federal office are accessible to individuals with
disabilities in a manner that provides the same
opportunity for access and participation (in-
cluding with privacy and independence) as for
other voters.

““(e) UNIFORM DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF
MAILED BALLOTS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—A State or local election of-
ficial may mot refuse to accept or process a bal-
lot submitted by an individual by mail with re-
spect to an election for Federal office in the
State on the grounds that the individual did not
meet a deadline for returning the ballot to the
appropriate State or local election official if—

‘““(A) the ballot is postmarked or otherwise in-
dicated by the United States Postal Service to
have been mailed on or before the date of the
election; and

‘““(B) the ballot is received by the appropriate
election official prior to the expiration of the 7-
day period which begins on the date of the elec-
tion.

““(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to prohibit a State
from having a law that allows for counting of
ballots in an election for Federal office that are
received through the mail after the date that is
7 days after the date of the election.

“(f) ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF RETURNING
BALLOTS.—In addition to permitting an indi-
vidual to whom a ballot in an election was pro-
vided under this section to return the ballot to
an election official by mail, each State shall per-
mit the individual to cast the ballot by deliv-
ering the ballot at such times and to such loca-
tions as the State may establish, including—

‘““(1) permitting the individual to deliver the
ballot to a polling place within the jurisdiction
in which the individual is registered or other-
wise eligible to vote on any date on which vot-
ing in the election is held at the polling place;
and

‘“(2) permitting the individual to deliver the
ballot to a designated ballot drop-off location, a
tribally designated building, or the office of a
State or local election official.
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““(9) BALLOT PROCESSING AND SCANNING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State or jurisdiction
shall begin processing and scanning ballots cast
by mail for tabulation not later than the date
that is 14 days prior to the date of the election
involved, except that a State may begin proc-
essing and scanning ballots cast by mail for tab-
ulation after such date if the date on which the
State begins such processing and scanning en-
sures, to the greatest extent practical, that bal-
lots cast before the date of the election are proc-
essed and scanned before the date of the elec-
tion.

““(2) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed—

““(A) to permit a State to tabulate ballots in an
election before the closing of the polls on the
date of the election unless such tabulation is a
necessary component of preprocessing in the
State and is performed in accordance with exist-
ing State law; or

““(B) to permit an official to make public any
results of tabulation and processing before the
closing of the polls on the date of the election.

““(h) PROHIBITING RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBU-
TION OF ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS BY
THIRD PARTIES.—A State may not prohibit any
person from providing an application for an ab-
sentee ballot in the election to any individual
who is eligible to vote in the election.

““(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to affect the authority
of States to conduct elections for Federal office
through the use of polling places at which indi-
viduals cast ballots.

“(j) NO EFFECT ON BALLOTS SUBMITTED BY

ABSENT MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS.—
Nothing in this section may be construed to af-
fect the treatment of any ballot submitted by an
individual who is entitled to vote by absentee
ballot under the Uniformed and Overseas Citi-
zens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20301 et
seq.).
“(k) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2022 and each succeeding election for
Federal office.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), section 1104(c), and section
1201(c), is amended—

(A) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 311 and 312 as relating to sections 312 and
313, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 310 the following new item:

“Sec. 311. Promoting ability of voters to vote

by mail.”’.

(b) SAME-DAY PROCESSING OF ABSENTEE BAL-
LOTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 34 of title 39, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§3407. Same-day processing of ballots

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Postal Service shall
ensure, to the maximum extent practicable, that
any ballot carried by the Postal Service is proc-
essed by and cleared from any postal facility or
post office on the same day that the ballot is re-
ceived by that facility or post office.

““(b) DEFINITIONS.—AS used in this section—

‘(1) the term ‘ballot’ means any ballot trans-
mitted by a voter by mail in an election for Fed-
eral office, but does not include any ballot cov-
ered by section 3406; and

‘“(2) the term ‘election for Federal office’
means a general, special, primary, or runoff
election for the office of President or Vice Presi-
dent, or of Senator or Representative in, or Del-
egate or Resident Commissioner to, the Con-
gress.”’.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 34 of
title 39, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“‘3407. Same-day processing of ballots.”.
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(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this subsection shall apply to absentee ballots
relating to an election for Federal office occur-
ring on or after January 1, 2022.

(c) DEVELOPMENT OF
VERIFICATION METHODS.—

(1) DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS.—The Na-
tional Institute of Standards, in consultation
with the Election Assistance Commission, shall
develop standards for the use of alternative
methods which could be used in place of signa-
ture wverification requirements for purposes of
verifying the identification of an individual vot-
ing by mail-in or absentee ballot in elections for
Federal office.

(2) PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT.—The Na-
tional Institute of Standards shall solicit com-
ments from the public in the development of
standards under paragraph (1).

(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Na-
tional Institute of Standards shall publish the
standards developed under paragraph (1).

SEC. 1302. BALLOTING MATERIALS TRACKING
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a),
section 1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a),
section 1103(a), section 1104(a), section 1201(a),
and section 1301(a), is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 312 and 313 as
sections 313 and 314, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 311 the following
new section:

“SEC. 312. BALLOT MATERIALS TRACKING PRO-
GRAM.

ALTERNATIVE

‘“(a) REQUIREMENT.—Each State shall carry
out a program to track and confirm the receipt
of mail-in ballots and absentee ballots in an
election for Federal office under which the State
or local election official responsible for the re-
ceipt of such voted ballots in the election carries
out procedures to track and confirm the receipt
of such ballots, and makes information on the
receipt of such ballots available to the indi-
vidual who cast the ballot.

“(b) MEANS OF CARRYING OUT PROGRAM.—A
State may meet the requirements of subsection
(a)—

‘(1) through a program—

“(A) which is established by the State;

“(B) under which the State or local election
official responsible for the receipt of voted mail-
in ballots and voted absentee ballots in the elec-
tion—

‘(i) carries out procedures to track and con-
firm the receipt of such ballots; and

“(ii) makes information on the receipt of such
ballots available to the individual who cast the
ballot; and

“(C) which meets the requirements of sub-
section (c); or

“(2) through the ballot materials tracking
service established under section 1302(b) of the
Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act.

““(c) STATE PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—The re-
quirements of this subsection are as follows:

‘(1) INFORMATION ON WHETHER VOTE WAS AC-
CEPTED.—The information vreferred to wunder
subsection (b)(1)(B)(ii) with respect to the re-
ceipt of mail-in ballot or an absentee ballot shall
include information regarding whether the vote
cast on the ballot was accepted, and, in the case
of a vote which was rejected, the reasons there-
for.

““(2) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—Infor-
mation on whether a ballot was accepted or re-
jected shall be available within 1 business day of
the State accepting or rejecting the ballot.

““(3) ACCESSIBILITY OF INFORMATION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
subparagraph (B), the information provided
under the program shall be available by means
of online access using the internet site of the
State or local election office.
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‘“(B) USE OF TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER
BY OFFICIALS WITHOUT INTERNET SITE.—In the
case of a State or local election official whose
office does mot have an internet Site, the pro-
gram shall require the official to establish a toll-
free telephone number that may be used by an
individual who cast an absentee ballot to obtain
the information required wunder subsection
(b)(1)(B).

‘“(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2024 and each succeeding election for
Federal office.”’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 102 of
the Uniformed and Owverseas Citizcens Absentee
Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20302(a)) is amended by
striking subsection (h) and redesignating sub-
section (i) as subsection (h).

(b) BALLOTING MATERIALS TRACKING SERV-
ICE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2024, the Secretary of Homeland Security, in
consultation with the Chair of the Election As-
sistance Commission, the Postmaster General,
the Director of the General Services Administra-
tion, the Presidential designee, and State elec-
tion officials, shall establish a balloting mate-
rials tracking service to be used by State and
local jurisdictions to inform voters on the status
of voter registration applications, absentee bal-
lot applications, absentee ballots, and mail-in
ballots.

(2) INFORMATION TRACKED.—The balloting ma-
terials tracking service established under para-
graph (1) shall provide to a voter the following
information with respect to that voter:

(A) In the case of balloting materials sent by
mail, tracking information from the United
States Postal Service and the Presidential des-
ignee on balloting materials sent to the voter
and, to the extent feasible, returned by the
voter.

(B) The date on which any request by the
voter for an application for voter registration or
an absentee ballot was received.

(C) The date on which any such requested ap-
plication was sent to the voter.

(D) The date on which any such completed
application was received from the voter and the
status of such application.

(E) The date on which any mail-in ballot or
absentee ballot was sent to the voter.

(F) The date on which any mail-in ballot or
absentee ballot was out for delivery to the voter.

(G) The date on which the post office proc-
esses the ballot.

(H) The date on which the returned ballot was
out for delivery to the election office.

(I) Whether such ballot was accepted and

counted, and in the case of any ballot not
counted, the reason why the ballot was not
counted.
The information described in subparagraph (I)
shall be available not later than 1 day after a
determination is made on whether or not to ac-
cept and count the ballot.

(3) METHOD OF PROVIDING INFORMATION.—The
balloting materials tracking service established
under paragraph (1) shall allow voters the op-
tion to receive the information described in
paragraph (2) through email (or other electronic
means) or through the mail.

(4) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF LIMITED INFORMA-
TION.—Information described in subparagraphs
(E), (G), and (1) of paragraph (2) shall be made
available to political parties and voter registra-
tion organizations, at cost to cover the expense
of providing such information, for use, in ac-
cordance with State guidelines and procedures,
in helping to return or cure mail-in ballots dur-
ing any period in which mail-in ballots may be
returned.

(5) PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Director may
not charge any fee to a State or jurisdiction for
use of the balloting materials tracking service in
connection with any Federal, State, or local
election.
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(6) PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.—For purposes of
this subsection, the term ‘‘Presidential des-
ignee’’ means the Presidential designee under
section 101(a) of the Uniformed and Owverseas
Citicens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 30201).

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Director such sums as are necessary for pur-
poses of carrying out this subsection.

(¢) REIMBURSEMENT FOR COSTS INCURRED BY
STATES IN ESTABLISHING PROGRAM.—Subtitle D
of title II of the Help America Vote Act of 2002
(42 U.S.C. 15401 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following new part:

“PART 7—PAYMENTS TO REIMBURSE
STATES FOR COSTS INCURRED IN ES-
TABLISHING PROGRAM TO TRACK AND
CONFIRM RECEIPT OF ABSENTEE BAL-
LOTS

“SEC. 297. PAYMENTS TO STATES.

““(a) PAYMENTS FOR COSTS OF PROGRAM.—In
accordance with this section, the Commission
shall make a payment to a State to reimburse
the State for the costs incurred in establishing
the absentee ballot tracking program under sec-
tion 312(b)(1) (including costs incurred prior to
the date of the enactment of this part).

“(b) CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE AND
COSTS.—

““(1) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—In order to re-
ceive a payment under this section, a State shall
submit to the Commission a Sstatement con-
taining—

“(A) a certification that the State has estab-
lished an absentee ballot tracking program with
respect to elections for Federal office held in the
State; and

‘““(B) a statement of the costs incurred by the
State in establishing the program.

““(2) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT.—The amount of a
payment made to a State under this section
shall be equal to the costs incurred by the State
in establishing the absentee ballot tracking pro-
gram, as set forth in the statement submitted
under paragraph (1), except that such amount
may not exceed the product of—

“(A) the number of jurisdictions in the State
which are responsible for operating the pro-
gram; and

“(B) $3,000.

“(3) LIMIT ON NUMBER OF PAYMENTS RE-
CEIVED.—A State may not receive more than one
payment under this part.
“SEC. 297A. AUTHORIZATION

TIONS.

‘““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated to the Commission for fiscal
year 2022 and each succeeding fiscal year such
sums as may be mecessary for payments under
this part.

““(b) CONTINUING AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—
Any amounts appropriated pursuant to the au-
thorization wunder this section shall remain
available until expended.”’.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c), section
1103(a), section 1104(c), section 1201(c), and sec-
tion 1301(a), is amended—

(1) by adding at the end of the items relating
to subtitle D of title II the following:

“PART T7—PAYMENTS TO REIMBURSE STATES
FOR COSTS INCURRED IN ESTABLISHING PRO-
GRAM TO TRACK AND CONFIRM RECEIPT OF AB-
SENTEE BALLOTS
“Sec. 297. Payments to states.
“Sec. 297A. Authorization of

tions.”’;

(2) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 312 and 313 as relating to sections 313 and
314, respectively; and

(3) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 311 the following new item:

OF APPROPRIA-

appropria-

“Sec. 312. Absentee ballot tracking pro-
gram.”’.
SEC. 1303. ELECTION MAIL AND DELIVERY IM-
PROVEMENTS.

(a) POSTMARK REQUIRED FOR BALLOTS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 34 of title 39, United
States Code, as amended by section 1301(b), is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“§3408. Postmark required for ballots

“(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any absentee
ballot carried by the Postal Service, the Postal
Service shall indicate on the ballot envelope,
using a postmark or otherwise—

‘(1) the fact that the ballot was carried by the
Postal Service; and

““(2) the date on which the ballot was mailed.

““(b) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section—

‘(1) the term ‘absentee ballot’ means any bal-
lot transmitted by a voter by mail in an election
for Federal office, but does not include any bal-
lot covered by section 3406; and

“(2) the term ‘election for Federal office’
means a general, special, primary, or runoff
election for the office of President or Vice Presi-
dent, or of Senator or Representative in, or Del-
egate or Resident Commissioner to, the Con-
gress.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 34 of
title 39, United States Code, as amended by sec-
tion 1301(b), is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“‘3408. Postmark required for ballots.”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this subsection shall apply to absentee ballots
relating to an election for Federal office occur-
ring on or after January 1, 2022.

(b) GREATER VISIBILITY FOR BALLOTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title III of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081
et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a), section
1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a), section
1103(a), section 1104(a), section 1201(a), section
1301(a), and section 1302(a), is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 313 and 314 as
sections 314 and 315, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 312 the following
new section:

“SEC. 313. BALLOT VISIBILITY.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State or local elec-
tion official shall—

“(1) affix Tag 191, Domestic and International
Mail-In Ballots (or any successor tag designated
by the United States Postal Service), to any tray
or sack of official ballots relating to an election
for Federal office that is destined for a domestic
or international address;

““(2) use the Official Election Mail logo to des-
ignate official ballots relating to an election for
Federal office that is destined for a domestic or
international address; and

“(3) if an intelligent mail barcode is utilized
for any official ballot relating to an election for
Federal office that is destined for a domestic or
international address, ensure the specific ballot
service type identifier for such mail is visible.

‘““(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements of
this section shall apply to elections for Federal
office occurring on and after January 1, 2022.”".

(2) VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE.—Section 321(b)(4)
of such Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)), as added and
redesignated by section 1101(b) and as amended
by sections 1102, 1103 and 1104, is amended by
striking “‘and 309’ and inserting ‘309, and 313’.

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), section 1104(c), section 1201(c),
section 1301(a), and section 1302(a), is amend-
ed—

(4) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 313 and 314 as relating to sections 314 and
315; and

(B) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 312 the following new item:

“Sec. 313. Ballot visibility.”’.

SEC. 1304. CARRIAGE OF ELECTION MAIL.

(a) TREATMENT OF ELECTION MAIL.—

(1) TREATMENT AS FIRST-CLASS MAIL;, FREE
POSTAGE.—Chapter 34 of title 39, United States
Code, as amended by section 1301(b) and section
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1303(a), is amended by adding at the end the

following:

“§3409. Domestic election mail; restriction of
operational changes prior to elections

‘““(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘election mail’ means—

‘“(1) a blank or completed voter registration
application form, voter registration card, or
similar materials, relating to an election for
Federal office;

“(2) a blank or completed absentee and other
mail-in ballot application form, and a blank or
completed absentee or other mail-in ballot, relat-
ing to an election for Federal office, and

““(3) other materials relating to an election for
Federal office that are mailed by a State or local
election official to an individual who is reg-
istered to vote.

““(b) CARRIAGE OF ELECTION MAIL.—Election
mail (other than balloting materials covered
under section 3406 (relating to the Uniformed
and Owverseas Absentee Voting Act)), individ-
ually or in bulk, shall be carried in accordance
with the service standards established for first-
class mail under section 3691.

‘““(c) NO POSTAGE REQUIRED FOR COMPLETED
BALLOTS.—Completed absentee or other mail-in
ballots (other than balloting materials covered
under section 3406 (relating to the Uniformed
and Overseas Absentee Voting Act)) shall be
carried free of postage.

“(d) RESTRICTION OF OPERATIONAL
CHANGES.—During the 120-day period which
ends on the date of an election for Federal of-
fice, the Postal Service may not carry out any
new operational change that would restrict the
prompt and reliable delivery of election mail.
This subsection applies to operational changes
which include—

‘““(1) removing or eliminating any mail collec-
tion box without immediately replacing it; and

“(2) removing, decommissioning, or any other
form of stopping the operation of mail sorting
machines, other than for routine maintenance.

“(e) ELECTION MAIL COORDINATOR.—The
Postal Service shall appoint an Election Mail
Coordinator at each area office and district of-
fice to facilitate relevant information sharing
with State, territorial, local, and Tribal election
officials in regards to the mailing of election
mail.”’.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF POSTAL SERVICE FOR
REVENUE FORGONE.—Section 2401(c) of title 39,
United States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tions 3217 and 3403 through 3406’ and inserting
‘“‘sections 3217, 3403 through 3406, and 3409°’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 34 of
title 39, United States Code, as amended by sec-
tion 1301(b) and section 1303(a), is amended by
adding at the end the following:

““3409. Domestic election mail; restriction of

operational changes prior to elections.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect upon the expira-
tion of the 180-day period which begins on the
date of the enactment of this section.

SEC. 1305. REQUIRING STATES TO PROVIDE SE-
CURED DROP BOXES FOR VOTED
BALLOTS IN ELECTIONS FOR FED-
ERAL OFFICE.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a),
section 1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a),
section 1103(a), section 1104(a), section 1201(a),
section 1301(a), section 1302(a), and section
1303(b) is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 314 and 315 as
sections 315 and 316, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 313 the following
new section:

“SEC. 314. USE OF SECURED DROP BOXES FOR
VOTED BALLOTS.

“(a) REQUIRING USE OF DROP BOXES.—Each

jurisdiction shall provide in-person, Secured,
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and clearly labeled drop boxes at which individ-
uals may, at any time during the period de-
scribed in subsection (b), drop off voted ballots
in an election for Federal office.

“(b) MINIMUM PERIOD FOR AVAILABILITY OF
DROP BOXES.—The period described in this sub-
section is, with respect to an election, the period
which begins on the first day on which the ju-
risdiction sends mail-in ballots or absentee bal-
lots (other than ballots for absent uniformed
overseas voters (as defined in section 107(1) of
the Uniformed and Overseas Citicens Absentee
Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20310(1))) or overseas vot-
ers (as defined in section 107(5) of such Act (52
U.S.C. 20310(5)))) to voters for such election and
which ends at the time the polls close for the
election in the jurisdiction involved.

““(c) ACCESSIBILITY.—

““(1) HOURS OF ACCESS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), each drop box provided under
this section shall be accessible to voters for a
reasonable number of hours each day.

““(B) 24-HOUR DROP BOXES.—

‘““(i) IN GENERAL.—Of the number of drop
boxes provided in any jurisdiction, not less the
required number shall be accessible for 24-hours
per day during the period described in Ssub-
section (b).

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED NUMBER.—The required num-
ber is the greater of—

“(I) 25 percent of the drop boxes required
under subsection (d); or

“(1I) 1 drop boz.

““(2) POPULATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Drop bozxes provided under
this section shall be accessible for use—

“(i) by individuals with disabilities, as deter-
mined in consultation with the protection and
advocacy systems (as defined in section 102 of
the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15002)) of
the State;

““(ii) by individuals with limited proficiency in
the English language; and

““(iii) by homeless individuals (as defined in
section 103 of the McKinney—Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11302)) within the
State.

‘“(B) DETERMINATION OF ACCESSIBILITY FOR
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.—For purposes
of this paragraph, drop boxes shall be consid-
ered to be accessible for use by individuals with
disabilities if the drop boxes meet such criteria
as the Attorney General may establish for such
purposes.

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If a drop box
provided under this section is on the grounds of
or inside a building or facility which serves as
a polling place for an election during the period
described in subsection (b), nothing in this sub-
section may be construed to waive any require-
ments regarding the accessibility of such polling
place for the use of individuals with disabilities,
individuals with limited proficiency in the
English language, or homeless individuals.

‘“‘(d) NUMBER OF DROP BOXES.—Each jurisdic-
tion shall have—

‘(1) in the case of any election for Federal of-
fice prior to the regularly scheduled general
election for Federal office held in November
2024, not less than 1 drop box for every 45,000
registered voters located in the jurisdiction; and

“(2) in the case of the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2024 and each election for Federal office
occurring thereafter, not less than the greater
of—

“(A) 1 drop box for every 45,000 registered vot-
ers located in the jurisdiction; or

‘““(B) 1 drop box for every 15,000 votes that
were cast by mail in the jurisdiction in the most
recent general election that includes an election
for the office of President.

In no case shall a jurisdiction have less than 1
drop box for any election for Federal office.

“(e) LOCATION OF DROP BOXES.—The State
shall determine the location of drop boxes pro-
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vided under this section in a jurisdiction on the
basis of criteria which ensure that the drop
boxes are—

“(1) available to all voters on a non-discrimi-
natory basis;

“(2) accessible to voters with disabilities (in
accordance with subsection (c));

““(3) accessible by public transportation to the
greatest extent possible;

“(4) available during all hours of the day;

“(5) sufficiently available in all communities
in the jurisdiction, including rural communities
and on Tribal lands within the jurisdiction
(subject to subsection (f)); and

“(6) geographically distributed to provide a
reasonable opportunity for voters to submit their
voted ballot in a timely manner.

“(f) TIMING OF SCANNING AND PROCESSING OF
BALLOTS.—For purposes of section 311(g) (relat-
ing to the timing of the processing and scanning
of ballots for tabulation), a vote cast using a
drop box provided under this section shall be
treated in the same manner as a ballot cast by
mail.

““(g) POSTING OF INFORMATION.—On or adja-
cent to each drop box provided under this sec-
tion, the State shall post information on the re-
quirements that voted absentee ballots must
meet in order to be counted and tabulated in the
election.

““(h) REMOTE SURVEILLANCE.—Nothing in this
section shall prohibit a State from providing for
the security of drop boxes through remote or
electronic surveillance.

‘(i) RULES FOR DROP BOXES ON TRIBAL
LANDS.—In applying this section with respect to
Tribal lands in a jurisdiction, the appropriate
State and local election officials shall meet the
applicable requirements of the Frank Harrison,
Elizabeth Peratrovich, and Miguel Trujillo Na-
tive American Voting Rights Act of 2021.

“(j) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2022 and each succeeding election for
Federal office.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), section 1104(c), section 1201(c),
section 1301(c), section 1302(a), and section
1303(b), is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 314 and 315 as relating to sections 315 and
316, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 313 the following new item:

“Sec. 314. Use of secured drop boxes for voted
absentee ballots.”.

Subtitle E—Absent Uniformed Services Voters
and Qverseas Voters
SEC. 1401. PRE-ELECTION REPORTS ON AVAIL-
ABILITY AND TRANSMISSION OF AB-
SENTEE BALLOTS.

Section 102(c) of the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20302(c))
is amended to read as follows:

‘““(c) REPORTS ON AVAILABILITY, TRANS-
MISSION, AND RECEIPT OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS.—

‘(1) PRE-ELECTION REPORT ON ABSENTEE BAL-
LOT AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 55 days be-
fore any regularly scheduled general election for
Federal office, each State shall submit a report
to the Attorney General certifying that absentee
ballots for the election are or will be available
for transmission to absent uniformed services
voters and overseas voters by not later than 46
days before the election. The report shall be in
a form prescribed by the Attorney General and
shall require the State to certify specific infor-
mation about ballot availability from each unit
of local government which will administer the
election.

““(2) PRE-ELECTION REPORT ON ABSENTEE BAL-
LOTS TRANSMITTED.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 43 days be-
fore any election for Federal office held in a
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State, the chief State election official of such
State shall submit a report containing the infor-
mation in subparagraph (B) to the Attorney
General.

‘““(B) INFORMATION REPORTED.—The report
under subparagraph (A) shall consist of the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) The total number of absentee ballots val-
idly requested by absent uniformed services vot-
ers and overseas voters whose requests were re-
ceived by the 47th day before the election by
each unit of local government within the State
that will transmit absentee ballots.

‘““(ii) The total number of ballots transmitted
to such voters by the 46th day before the elec-
tion by each unit of local government within the
State that will administer the election.

““(iii) Specific information about any late
transmitted ballots.

‘“(C) REQUIREMENT TO SUPPLEMENT INCOM-
PLETE INFORMATION.—If the report under sub-
paragraph (A) has incomplete information on
any items required to be included in the report,
the chief State election official shall make all
reasonable efforts to expeditiously supplement
the report with complete information.

‘(D) FORMAT.—The report under subpara-
graph (A) shall be in a format prescribed by the
Attorney General in consultation with the chief
State election officials of each State.

““(3) POST-ELECTION REPORT ON NUMBER OF
ABSENTEE BALLOTS TRANSMITTED AND RE-
CEIVED.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of each regularly scheduled general election for
Federal office, each State and unit of local gov-
ernment which administered the election shall
(through the State, in the case of a unit of local
government) submit a report to the Election As-
sistance Commission on the combined number of
absentee ballots transmitted to absent uniformed
services voters and overseas voters for the elec-
tion and the combined number of such ballots
which were returned by such voters and cast in
the election, and shall make such report avail-
able to the general public that same day.”’.

SEC. 1402. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF CIVIL PENALTIES AND
PRIVATE RIGHTS OF ACTION.—Section 105 of the
Uniformed and Overseas Citicens Absentee Vot-
ing Act (52 U.S.C. 20307) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 105. ENFORCEMENT.

““(a) ACTION BY ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The At-
torney General may bring civil action in an ap-
propriate district court for such declaratory or
injunctive relief as may be mecessary to carry
out this title.

‘““(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—A person
who is aggrieved by a violation of this title may
bring a civil action in an appropriate district
court for such declaratory or injunctive relief as
may be necessary to carry out this title.

““(c) STATE AS ONLY NECESSARY DEFENDANT.—
In any action brought under this section, the
only necessary party defendant is the State, and
it shall not be a defense to any such action that
a local election official or a unit of local govern-
ment is not named as a defendant, notwith-
standing that a State has exercised the author-
ity described in section 576 of the Military and
Overseas Voter Empowerment Act to delegate to
another jurisdiction in the State any duty or re-
sponsibility which is the subject of an action
brought under this section.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to viola-
tions alleged to have occurred on or after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 1403. TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS; RE-
PEAL OF WAIVER PROVISION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (8) of section
102(a) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20302(a)) is
amended to read as follows:

“(8) transmit a validly requested absentee bal-
lot to an absent uniformed services voter or
overseas voter by the date and in the manner
determined under subsection (g);”’.
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(b) BALLOT TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND
REPEAL OF WAIVER PROVISION.—Subsection (g)
of section 102 of such Act (52 U.S.C. 20302(g)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(9) BALLOT TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subsection
(a)(8), in the case in which a valid request for
an absentee ballot is received at least 47 days
before an election for Federal office, the fol-
lowing rules shall apply:

“(A) TRANSMISSION DEADLINE.—The State
shall transmit the absentee ballot not later than
46 days before the election.

“(B) SPECIAL RULES IN CASE OF FAILURE TO
TRANSMIT ON TIME.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the State fails to transmit
any absentee ballot by the 46th day before the
election as required by subparagraph (A) and
the absent uniformed services voter or overseas
voter did not request electromic ballot trans-
mission pursuant to subsection (f), the State
shall transmit such ballot by express delivery.

‘“(ii) EXTENDED FAILURE.—If the State fails to
transmit any absentee ballot by the 41st day be-
fore the election, in addition to transmitting the
ballot as provided in clause (i), the State shall—

‘(1) in the case of absentee ballots requested
by absent uniformed services voters with respect
to regularly scheduled general elections, notify
such voters of the procedures established under
section 103A for the collection and delivery of
marked absentee ballots; and

“(II) in any other case, provide for the return
of such ballot by express delivery.

““(iii) COST OF EXPRESS DELIVERY.—In any
case in which express delivery is required under
this subparagraph, the cost of such express de-
livery—

“(1) shall not be paid by the voter; and

‘“(II) if determined appropriate by the chief
State election official, may be required by the
State to be paid by a local jurisdiction.

‘““(iv) EXCEPTION.—Clause (ii)(II) shall not
apply when an absent uniformed services voter
or overseas voter indicates the preference to re-
turn the late sent absentee ballot by electronic
transmission in a State that permits return of an
absentee ballot by electronic transmission.

““(v) ENFORCEMENT.—A State’s compliance
with this subparagraph does not bar the Attor-
ney General from seeking additional remedies
necessary to fully resolve or prevent ongoing,
future, or systematic violations of this provision
or to effectuate the purposes of this Act.

““(C) SPECIAL PROCEDURE IN EVENT OF DIS-
ASTER.—If a disaster (hurricane, tornado, earth-
quake, storm, volcanic eruption, landslide, fire,
flood, or explosion), or an act of terrorism pre-
vents the State from transmitting any absentee
ballot by the 46th day before the election as re-
quired by subparagraph (A), the chief State
election official shall notify the Attorney Gen-
eral as soon as practicable and take all actions
necessary, including seeking any necessary judi-
cial relief, to ensure that affected absent uni-
formed services voters and overseas voters are
provided a reasonable opportunity to receive
and return their absentee ballots in time to be
counted.

““(2) REQUESTS RECEIVED AFTER 47TH DAY BE-
FORE ELECTION.—For purposes of subsection
(a)(8), in the case in which a valid request for
an absentee ballot is received less than 47 days
but not less than 30 days before an election for
Federal office, the State shall transmit the ab-
sentee ballot within one business day of receipt
of the request.”’.

SEC. 1404. USE OF SINGLE ABSENTEE BALLOT AP-
PLICATION FOR SUBSEQUENT ELEC-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 104 of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52
U.S.C. 20306) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 104. TREATMENT OF BALLOT REQUESTS.

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—If a State accepts and
processes an official post card form (prescribed
under section 101) submitted by an absent uni-
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formed services voter or overseas voter for simul-
taneous voter registration and absentee ballot
application (in  accordance with  section
102(a)(4)) and the voter requests that the appli-
cation be considered an application for an ab-
sentee ballot for each subsequent election for
Federal office held in the State through the end
of the calendar year following the mext regu-
larly scheduled general election for Federal of-
fice, the State shall provide an absentee ballot
to the voter for each such subsequent election.

““(b) EXCEPTION FOR VOTERS CHANGING REG-
ISTRATION.—Subsection (a) shall not apply with
respect to a voter registered to vote in a State for
any election held after the voter notifies the
State that the voter no longer wishes to be reg-
istered to vote in the State or after the State de-
termines that the voter has registered to vote in
another State or is otherwise no longer eligible
to vote in the State.

““(c) PROHIBITION OF REFUSAL OF APPLICATION
ON GROUNDS OF EARLY SUBMISSION.—A State
may not refuse to accept or to process, with re-
spect to any election for Federal office, any oth-
erwise valid voter registration application or ab-
sentee ballot application (including the postcard
form prescribed under section 101) submitted by
an absent uniformed services voter or overseas
voter on the grounds that the voter submitted
the application before the first date on which
the State otherwise accepts or processes such
applications for that election which are sub-
mitted by absentee voters who are not members
of the uniformed services or overseas citizens.”’.

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR REVISION TO POSTCARD
FORM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Presidential designee
shall ensure that the official postcard form pre-
scribed under section 101(b)(2) of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52
U.S.C. 20301(b)(2)) enables a voter using the
form to—

(A) request an absentee ballot for each elec-
tion for Federal office held in a State through
the end of the calendar year following the next
regularly scheduled general election for Federal
office; or

(B) request an absentee ballot for a specific
election or elections for Federal office held in a
State during the period described in subpara-
graph (A).

(2) PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.—For purposes of
this paragraph, the term ‘‘Presidential des-
ignee”” means the individual designated under
section 101(a) of the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C.
20301(a)).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
voter registration and absentee ballot applica-
tions which are submitted to a State or local
election official on or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 1405. EXTENDING GUARANTEE OF RESI-
DENCY FOR VOTING PURPOSES TO
FAMILY MEMBERS OF ABSENT MILI-
TARY PERSONNEL.

Section 102 of the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20302),
as amended by section 1302, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘(i) GUARANTEE OF RESIDENCY FOR SPOUSES
AND DEPENDENTS OF ABSENT MEMBERS OF UNI-
FORMED SERVICE.—For the purposes of voting in
any election for any Federal office or any State
or local office, a spouse or dependent of an indi-
vidual who is an absent uniformed services voter
described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of section
107(1) shall not, solely by reason of that individ-
ual’s absence and without regard to whether or
not such spouse or dependent is accompanying
that individual—

‘(1) be deemed to have lost a residence or
domicile in that State, without regard to wheth-
er or not that individual intends to return to
that State;

“(2) be deemed to have acquired a residence or
domicile in any other State; or
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““(3) be deemed to have become a resident in or
a resident of any other State.”’.

SEC. 1406. TECHNICAL CLARIFICATIONS TO CON-
FORM TO MILITARY AND OVERSEAS
VOTER EMPOWERMENT ACT AMEND-
MENTS RELATED TO THE FEDERAL
WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 102(a)(3) of the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
Act (52 U.S.C. 20302(a)(3)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘general elections’ and inserting ‘‘general,
special, primary, and runoff elections’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 103 of
such Act (52 U.S.C. 20303) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(B), by striking ‘‘gen-
eral’’; and

(2) in the heading thereof, by striking ‘‘GEN-
SEC. 1407. TREATMENT OF POST CARD REGISTRA-

TION REQUESTS.

Section 102 of the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20302),
as amended by sections 1302 and 1405, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(j) TREATMENT OF POST CARD REGISTRA-
TIONS.—A State shall not remove any absent
uniformed services voter or overseas voter who
has registered to vote using the official post card
form (prescribed under section 101) from the offi-
cial list of registered voters except in accordance
with subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section
8(a)(3) of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20507).”".

SEC. 1408. PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE REPORT ON
VOTER DISENFRANCHISEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year of en-
actment of this Act, the Presidential designee
shall submit to Congress a report on the impact
of wide-spread mail-in voting on the ability of
active duty military servicemembers to vote, how
quickly their votes are counted, and whether
higher volumes of mail-in votes makes it harder
for such individuals to vote in elections for Fed-
eral elections.

(b) PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘‘Presidential designee’’
means the individual designated under section
101(a) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20301(a)).

SEC. 1409. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Ezxcept as provided in section 1402(b) and sec-
tion 1404(c), the amendments made by this sub-
title shall apply with respect to elections occur-
ring on or after January 1, 2022.

Subtitle F—Enhancement of Enforcement
SEC. 1501. ENHANCEMENT OF ENFORCEMENT OF

HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002.

(a) COMPLAINTS; AVAILABILITY OF PRIVATE
RIGHT OF ACTION.—Section 401 of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21111) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The Attorney General” and
inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney Gen-
eral’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

“(b) FILING OF COMPLAINTS BY AGGRIEVED
PERSONS.—A person who is aggrieved by a viola-
tion of title 111 that impairs their ability to cast
a ballot or a provisional ballot, to register or
maintain one’s registration to vote, or to vote on
a voting system meeting the requirements of
such title, which has occurred, is occurring, or
is about to occur may file a written, signed, and
notariced complaint with the Attorney General
describing the violation and requesting the At-
torney General to take appropriate action under
this section. The Attorney General shall imme-
diately provide a copy of a complaint filed
under the previous sentence to the entity re-
sponsible for administering the State-based ad-
ministrative complaint procedures described in
section 402(a) for the State involved.

“(c) AVAILABILITY OF PRIVATE RIGHT OF AcC-
TION.—Any person who is authorized to file a
complaint under subsection (b) (including any
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individual who seeks to enforce the individual’s
right to a voter-verifiable paper ballot, the right
to have the voter-verifiable paper ballot counted
in accordance with this Act, or any other right
under title I1I) may file an action under section
1979 of the Revised Statutes of the United States
(42 U.S.C. 1983) to enforce the uniform and non-
discriminatory election technology and adminis-
tration requirements under subtitle A of title I11.

‘“(d) NO EFFECT ON STATE PROCEDURES.—
Nothing in this section may be construed to af-
fect the availability of the State-based adminis-
trative complaint procedures required under sec-
tion 402 to any person filing a complaint under
this subsection.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to viola-
tions occurring with respect to elections for Fed-
eral office held in 2022 or any succeeding year.
Subtitle G—Promoting Voter Access Through

Election Administration Modernization Im-

provements

PART 1—PROMOTING VOTER ACCESS
SEC. 1601. MINIMUM NOTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR VOTERS AFFECTED BY
POLLING PLACE CHANGES.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—Section 302 of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21082) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(d) MINIMUM NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR VOTERS AFFECTED BY POLLING PLACE
CHANGES.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT FOR PRECINCT-BASED POLL-
ING.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—If an applicable individual
has been assigned to a polling place that is dif-
ferent than the polling place that such indi-
vidual was assigned with respect to the most re-
cent past election for Federal office in which the
individual was eligible to vote—

““(i) the appropriate election official shall, not
later than 2 days before the beginning of an
early voting period—

“(I) notify the individual of the location of
the polling place; and

“(II) post a general notice on the website of
the State or jurisdiction, on social media plat-
forms (if available), and on signs at the prior
polling place; and

““(i1) if such assignment is made after the date
which is 2 days before the beginning of an early
voting period and the individual appears on the
date of the election at the polling place to which
the individual was previously assigned, the ju-
risdiction shall make every reasonable effort to
enable the individual to vote a ballot on the
date of the election without the use of a provi-
sional ballot.

‘“(B) APPLICABLE INDIVIDUAL.—For purposes
of subparagraph (A), the term ‘applicable indi-
vidual’ means, with respect to any election for
Federal office, any individual—

““(i) who is registered to vote in a jurisdiction
for such election and was registered to vote in
such jurisdiction for the most recent past elec-
tion for Federal office; and

““(ii) whose voter registration address has not
changed since such most recent past election for
Federal office.

“(C) METHODS OF NOTIFICATION.—The appro-
priate election official shall notify an individual
under clause (i)(I) of subparagraph (A) by mail,
telephone, and (if available) text message and
electronic mail.

““(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTE CENTERS.—In
the case of a jurisdiction in which individuals
are not assigned to specific polling places, not
later than 2 days before the beginning of an
early voting period, the appropriate election of-
ficial shall notify each individual eligible to vote
in such jurisdiction of the location of all polling
places at which the individual may vote.

““(3) NOTICE WITH RESPECT TO CLOSED POLLING
PLACES.—
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—If a location which served
as a polling place for an election for Federal of-
fice in a State does not serve as a polling place
in the next election for Federal office held in the
State, the State shall ensure that signs are post-
ed at such location on the date of the election
and during any early voting period for the elec-
tion containing the following information:

“(i) A statement that the location is not serv-
ing as a polling place in the election.

“‘(ii) The locations serving as polling places in
the election in the jurisdiction involved.

““(iii) The name and address of any substitute
polling place serving the same precinct and di-
rections from the former polling place to the new
polling place.

“(iv) Contact information, including a tele-
phone number and website, for the appropriate
State or local election official through which an
individual may find the polling place to which
the individual is assigned for the election.

‘“‘(B) INTERNET POSTING.—Each State which is
required to post signs under subparagraph (A)
shall also provide such information through a
website and through social media (if available).

““(4) LINGUISTIC PREFERENCE.—The notices re-
quired under this subsection shall comply with
the requirements of section 203 of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10503).

‘“(5) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall
apply with respect to elections held on or after
January 1, 2022.°°.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 302(e)
of such Act (62 U.S.C. 21082(e)), as redesignated
by subsection (a), is amended by striking ‘‘Each
State’” and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in
subsection (d)(4), each State’.

SEC. 1602. APPLICABILITY TO COMMONWEALTH
OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA IS-
LANDS.

Paragraphs (6) and (8) of section 107 of the
Uniformed and Overseas Citizcens Absentee Vot-
ing Act (52 U.S.C. 20310) are each amended by
striking ‘‘and American Samoa’ and inserting
“American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands’.

SEC. 1603. ELIMINATION OF 14-DAY TIME PERIOD
BETWEEN GENERAL ELECTION AND
RUNOFF ELECTION FOR FEDERAL
ELECTIONS IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
AND GUAM.

Section 2 of the Act entitled ‘“‘An Act to pro-
vide that the unincorporated territories of Guam
and the Virgin Islands shall each be represented
in Congress by a Delegate to the House of Rep-
resentatives’’, approved April 10, 1972 (48 U.S.C.
1712), is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““(a) The Delegate’’ and insert-
ing ‘“The Delegate’’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘on the fourteenth day fol-
lowing such an election’ in the fourth sentence
of subsection (a); and

(3) by striking subsection (b).

SEC. 1604. APPLICATION OF FEDERAL ELECTION
ADMINISTRATION LAWS TO TERRI-
TORIES OF THE UNITED STATES.

(a) NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT OF
1993.—Section 3(4) of the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20502(4)) is
amended by striking ‘‘States and the District of
Columbia’ and inserting ‘‘States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
Guam, American Samoa, the United States Vir-
gin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands’ .

(b) HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002.—

(1) COVERAGE OF COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS.—Section 901 of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21141)
is amended by striking ‘‘and the United States
Virgin Islands’” and inserting ‘‘the United
States Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO HELP AMER-
ICA VOTE ACT OF 2002.—Such Act is further
amended as follows:

(A) The second sentence of section 213(a)(2)
(52 U.S.C. 20943(a)(2)) is amended by striking
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“and American Samoa’ and inserting ‘Amer-
ican Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands’.

(B) Section 252(c)(2) (52 U.S.C. 21002(c)(2)) is
amended by striking ‘‘or the United States Vir-
gin Islands” and inserting ‘‘the United States
Virgin Islands, or the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands’.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT RELATING TO
CONSULTATION OF HELP AMERICA VOTE FOUNDA-
TION WITH LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS.—Section
90102(c) of title 36, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘“‘and the United States
Virgin Islands’ and inserting ‘‘the United
States Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands’.

SEC. 1605. APPLICATION OF FEDERAL VOTER
PROTECTION LAWS TO TERRITORIES
OF THE UNITED STATES.

(a) INTIMIDATION OF VOTERS.—Section 594 of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘Delegate from the District of Columbia, or
Resident Commissioner,”” and inserting ‘‘or Del-
egate or Resident Commissioner to the Con-
gress’’.

(b) INTERFERENCE BY GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
EES.—Section 595 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘Delegate from the Dis-
trict of Columbia, or Resident Commissioner,”’
and inserting ‘‘or Delegate or Resident Commis-
sioner to the Congress’.

(c) VOTING BY NONCITIZENS.—Section 611(a) of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘Delegate from the District of Columbia, or
Resident Commissioner,”” and inserting ‘‘or Del-
egate or Resident Commissioner to the Con-
gress’’.

SEC. 1606. ENSURING EQUITABLE AND EFFICIENT
OPERATION OF POLLING PLACES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a),
section 1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a),
section 1103(a), section 1104(a), section 1201(a),
section 1301(a), section 1302(a), section 1303(b),
and section 1305(a), is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 315 and 316 as
sections 316 and 317, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 314 the following
new section:

“SEC. 315. ENSURING EQUITABLE AND EFFICIENT
OPERATION OF POLLING PLACES.

“(a) PREVENTING UNREASONABLE WAITING
TIMES FOR VOTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State or jurisdiction
shall take reasonable efforts to provide a suffi-
cient number of voting systems, poll workers,
and other election resources (including physical
resources) at a polling place used in any elec-
tion for Federal office, including a polling place
at which individuals may cast ballots prior to
the date of the election, to ensure—

‘“(A) a fair and equitable waiting time for all
voters in the State or jurisdiction; and

‘“‘(B) that no individual will be required to
wait longer than 30 minutes to cast a ballot at
the polling place.

““(2) CRITERIA.—In determining the number of
voting systems, poll workers, and other election
resources provided at a polling place for pur-
poses of paragraph (1), the State or jurisdiction
shall take into account the following factors:

‘““(A) The voting age population.

““(B) Voter turnout in past elections.

““(C) The number of voters registered.

‘D) The mumber of voters who have reg-
istered since the most recent Federal election.

“(E) Census data for the population served by
the polling place, such as the proportion of the
voting-age population who are under 25 years of
age or who are naturalized citizens.

“(F) The meeds and numbers of voters with
disabilities and voters with limited English pro-
ficiency.

‘“(G) The type of voting systems used.

‘““(H) The length and complexity of initiatives,
referenda, and other questions on the ballot.
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“(1) Such other factors, including relevant de-
mographic factors relating to the population
served by the polling place, as the State con-
siders appropriate.

““(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed—

‘“(A) to authorize a State or jurisdiction to
meet the requirements of this subsection by clos-
ing any polling place, prohibiting an individual
from entering a line at a polling place, or refus-
ing to permit an individual who has arrived at
a polling place prior to closing time from voting
at the polling place; or

““(B) to limit the use of mobile voting centers.

“(b) LIMITING VARIATIONS ON NUMBER OF
HOURS OF OPERATION OF POLLING PLACES
WITHIN A STATE.—

““(1) LIMITATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B) and paragraph (2), each State
shall establish hours of operation for all polling
places in the State on the date of any election
for Federal office held in the State such that the
polling place with the greatest number of hours
of operation on such date is not in operation for
more than 2 hours longer than the polling place
with the fewest number of hours of operation on
such date.

“(B) PERMITTING VARIANCE ON BASIS OF POPU-
LATION.—Subparagraph (A) does not apply to
the extent that the State establishes variations
in the hours of operation of polling places on
the basis of the overall population or the voting
age population (as the State may select) of the
unit of local government in which such polling
places are located.

‘“(2) EXCEPTIONS FOR POLLING PLACES WITH
HOURS ESTABLISHED BY UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT.—Paragraph (1) does not apply in the
case of a polling place—

““(A) whose hours of operation are established,
in accordance with State law, by the unit of
local government in which the polling place is
located; or

‘““(B) which is required pursuant to an order
by a court to extend its hours of operation be-
yond the hours otherwise established.

““(c) ENSURING ACCESS TO POLLING PLACES
FOR VOTERS.—

““(1) PROXIMITY TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.—
To the greatest extent practicable, each State
and jurisdiction shall ensure that each polling
place used on the date of the election is located
within walking distance of a stop on a public
transportation route.

“(2) AVAILABILITY IN RURAL AREAS.—In the
case of a jurisdiction that includes a rural area,
the State or jurisdiction shall—

‘“(A) ensure that an appropriate number of
polling places (not less than one) used on the
date of the election will be located in such rural
areas; and

‘““(B) ensure that such polling places are lo-
cated in communities which will provide the
greatest opportunity for residents of rural areas
to vote on Election Day.

“(3) CAMPUSES OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.—In the case of a jurisdiction that is
not considered a wvote by mail jurisdiction de-
scribed in section 310(b)(2) or a small jurisdic-
tion described in section 310(b)(3) and that in-
cludes an institution of higher education (as de-
fined under section 102 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)), including a branch
campus of such an institution, the State or ju-
risdiction shall—

‘““(A) ensure that an appropriate number of
polling places (not less than one) used on the
date of the election will be located on the phys-
ical campus of each such institution, including
each such branch campus; and

‘““(B) ensure that such polling places provide
the greatest opportunity for residents of the ju-
risdiction to vote.

‘“(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take
effect upon the expiration of the 180-day period
which begins on the date of the enactment of
this subsection.”’.
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(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING TO
ISSUANCE OF VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE BY ELECTION
ASSISTANCE COMMISSION.—Section 321(b) of such
Act (52 U.S.C. 21101(b)), as redesignated and
amended by section 1101(b) and as amended by
sections, 1102, 1103, 1104, and 1201, is amended—

(A) by striking “‘and’’ at the end of paragraph
(4),

(B) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6);

(C) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘paragraph (4)”’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graph (4) or (5)”’; and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(5) in the case of the recommendations with
respect to section 315, 180 days after the date of
the enactment of such section; and’’.

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), section 1104(c), section 1201(c),
section 1301(a), section 1302(a), section 1303(b),
and section 1305(b), is amended—

(A) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 315 and 316 as relating to sections 316 and
317, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 314 the following new item:

“Sec. 315. Ensuring equitable and efficient

operation of polling places.”’.

(b) STUDY OF METHODS TO ENFORCE FAIR AND
EQUITABLE WAITING TIMES.—

(1) STuDY.—The Election Assistance Commis-
sion and the Comptroller General of the United
States shall conduct a joint study of the effec-
tiveness of various methods of enforcing the re-
quirements of section 315(a) of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002, as added by subsection (a), in-
cluding methods of best allocating resources to
jurisdictions which have had the most difficulty
in providing a fair and equitable waiting time at
polling places to all voters, and to communities
of color in particular.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission and the Comptroller
General of the United States shall publish and
submit to Congress a report on the study con-
ducted under paragraph (1).

SEC. 1607. PROHIBITING STATES FROM RESTRICT-
ING CURBSIDE VOTING.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by section 1031(a),
section 1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a),
section 1103(a), section 1104(a), section 1201(a),
section 1301(a), section 1302(a), section 1303(b),
section 1305(a), and section 1606(a)(1), is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating sections 316 and 317 as
sections 317 and 318, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 315 the following
new section:

“SEC. 316. PROHIBITING STATES FROM RESTRICT-
ING CURBSIDE VOTING.

““(a) PROHIBITION.—A State may not—

‘(1) prohibit any jurisdiction administering
an election for Federal office in the State from
utilizing curbside voting as a method by which
individuals may cast ballots in the election; or

“(2) impose any restrictions which would ex-
clude any individual who is eligible to vote in
such an election in a jurisdiction which utilizes
curbside voting from casting a ballot in the elec-
tion by such method.

‘“(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2022 and each succeeding election for
Federal office.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), section 1104(c), section 1201(c),
section 1301(a), section 1302(a), section 1303(b),
section 1305(a), and section 1606(a)(3), is amend-
ed—
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(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 316 and 317 as relating to sections 317 and
318, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 315 the following new item:

“‘Sec. 316. Prohibiting States from restricting

curbside voting.”’.

PART 2—IMPROVEMENTS IN OPERATION
OF ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
SEC. 1611. REAUTHORIZATION OF ELECTION AS-
SISTANCE COMMISSION.

Section 210 of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (52 U.S.C. 20930) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘for each of the fiscal years
2003 through 2005° and inserting ‘‘for fiscal
year 2022 and each succeeding fiscal year’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘(but not to exceed $10,000,000
for each such year)”’.

SEC. 1612. RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE OP-
ERATIONS OF ELECTION ASSIST-
ANCE COMMISSION.

(a) ASSESSMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
AND CYBERSECURITY.—Not later than June 30,
2022, the Election Assistance Commission shall
carry out an assessment of the security and ef-
fectiveness of the Commission’s information
technology systems, including the cybersecurity
of such systems.

(b) IMPROVEMENTS TO ADMINISTRATIVE COM-
PLAINT PROCEDURES.—

(1) REVIEW OF PROCEDURES.—The Election As-
sistance Commission shall carry out a review of
the effectiveness and efficiency of the State-
based administrative complaint procedures es-
tablished and maintained under section 402 of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C.
21112) for the investigation and resolution of al-
legations of violations of title I1I of such Act.

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS TO STREAMLINE PROCE-
DURES.—Not later than June 30, 2022, the Com-
mission shall submit to Congress a report on the
review carried out under paragraph (1), and
shall include in the report such recommenda-
tions as the Commission considers appropriate to
streamline and improve the procedures which
are the subject of the review.

SEC. 1613. REPEAL OF EXEMPTION OF ELECTION
ASSISTANCE COMMISSION FROM
CERTAIN GOVERNMENT CON-
TRACTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 205 of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 20925) is
amended by striking subsection (e).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
contracts entered into by the Election Assistance
Commission on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

PART 3—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
SEC. 1621. DEFINITION OF ELECTION FOR FED-

ERAL OFFICE.

(a) DEFINITION.—Title IX of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21141 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“SEC. 907. ELECTION FOR FEDERAL OFFICE DE-
FINED.

““For purposes of titles I through III, the term
‘election for Federal office’ means a general,
special, primary, or runoff election for the office
of President or Vice President, or of Senator or
Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents of such Act is amended by adding at the
end of the items relating to title IX the following
new item:

“Sec. 907. Election for Federal

fined.”’.
SEC. 1622. NO EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as specifically pro-
vided, nothing in this title may be construed to
authorice or require conduct prohibited under
any of the following laws, or to supersede, re-
strict, or limit the application of such laws:

(1) The Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C.
10301 et seq.).

office de-
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(2) The Voting Accessibility for the Elderly
and Handicapped Act (52 U.S.C. 20101 et seq.).

(3) The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Ab-
sentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 20301 et seq.).

(4) The National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.).

(5) The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).

(6) The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
701 et seq.).

(b) NO EFFECT ON PRECLEARANCE OR OTHER
REQUIREMENTS UNDER VOTING RIGHTS ACT.—
The approval by any person of a payment or
grant application under this title, or any other
action taken by any person under this title,
shall not be considered to have any effect on re-
quirements for preclearance under section 5 of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10304)
or any other requirements of such Act.

(c) NO EFFECT ON AUTHORITY OF STATES TO
PROVIDE GREATER OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOT-
ING.—Nothing in this title or the amendments
made by this title may be construed to prohibit
any State from enacting any law which provides
greater opportunities for individuals to register
to vote and to vote in elections for Federal office
than are provided by this title and the amend-
ments made by this title.

SEC. 1623. CLARIFICATION OF EXEMPTION FOR
STATES WITHOUT VOTER REGISTRA-
TION.

To the extent that any provision of this title
or any amendment made by this title imposes a
requirement on a State relating to registering in-
dividuals to vote in elections for Federal office,
such provision shall not apply in the case of
any State in which, under law that is in effect
continuously on and after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, there is no voter registration
requirement for any voter in the State with re-
spect to an election for Federal office.

SEC. 1624. CLARIFICATION OF EXEMPTION FOR
STATES WHICH DO NOT COLLECT
TELEPHONE INFORMATION.

(a) AMENDMENT TO HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT
OF 2002.—Subtitle A of title III of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081 et
seq.), as amended by section 1031(a), section
1044(a), section 1101(a), section 1102(a), section
1103(a), section 1104(a), section 1201(a), section
1301(a), section 1302(a), section 1303(b), section
1305(a), section 1606(a)(1), and section 1607(a), is
amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 317 and 318 as
sections 318 and 319, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 316 the following
new section:

“SEC. 317. APPLICATION OF CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS TO STATES WHICH DO NOT
COLLECT TELEPHONE INFORMA-
TION.

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that any
provision of this title imposes a requirement on
a State or jurisdiction relating to contacting
voters by telephone, such provision shall not
apply in the case of any State which continu-
ously on and after the date of the enactment of
this Act, does not collect telephone numbers for
voters as part of voter registration in the State
with respect to an election for Federal office.

‘““(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall mnot
apply in any case in which the voter has volun-
tarily provided telephone information.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents of such Act, as amended by section 1031(c),
section 1044(b), section 1101(c), section 1102(c),
section 1103(a), section 1104(c), section 1201(c),
section 1301(a), section 1302(a), section 1303(b),
section 1305(a), section 1606(a)(3), and section
1607(b), is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to sec-
tions 317 and 318 as relating to sections 318 and
319, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 316 the following new item:
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“Sec. 317. Application of certain provisions to
States which do not collect telephone in-
formation.”.

Subtitle H—Democracy Restoration
SEC. 1701. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Democracy
Restoration Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 1702. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The right to vote is the most basic constitu-
tive act of citizenship. Regaining the right to
vote reintegrates individuals with criminal con-
victions into free society, helping to enhance
public safety.

(2) Article I, section 4, of the Constitution
grants Congress ultimate supervisory power over
Federal elections, an authority which has re-
peatedly been upheld by the United States Su-
preme Court.

(3) Basic constitutional principles of fairness
and equal protection require an equal oppor-
tunity for citicens of the United States to vote in
Federal elections. The right to vote may not be
abridged or denied by the United States or by
any State on account of race, color, gender, or
previous condition of servitude. The 13th, 14th,
15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th Amendments to the
Constitution empower Congress to enact meas-
ures to protect the right to vote in Federal elec-
tions. The 8th Amendment to the Constitution
provides for no excessive bail to be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.

(4) There are 3 areas in which discrepancies in
State laws regarding criminal convictions lead
to unfairness in Federal elections—

(A) the lack of a uniform standard for voting
in Federal elections leads to an unfair disparity
and unequal participation in Federal elections
based solely on where a person lives;

(B) laws governing the restoration of voting
rights after a criminal conviction vary through-
out the country and persons in some States can
easily regain their voting rights while in other
States persons effectively lose their right to vote
permanently; and

(C) State disenfranchisement laws dispropor-
tionately impact racial and ethnic minorities.

(5) State disenfranchisement laws vary wide-
ly. Two States (Maine and Vermont) and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico do not disenfran-
chise individuals with criminal convictions at
all. In 2020, the District of Columbia re-enfran-
chised its citizens who are under the supervision
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. Twenty-eight
states disenfranchise certain individuals on fel-
ony probation or parole. In 11 States, a convic-
tion for certain offenses can result in lifetime
disenfranchisement.

(6) Several States deny the right to vote to in-
dividuals convicted of certain misdemeanors.

(7) In 2020, an estimated 5,200,000 citizens of
the United States, or about 1 in 44 adults in the
United States, could not vote as a result of a fel-
ony conviction. Of the 5,200,000 citizens barred
from voting then, only 24 percent were in pris-
on. By contrast, 75 percent of persons
disenfranchised then resided in their commu-
nities while on probation or parole or after hav-
ing completed their sentences. Approximately
2,200,000 citizens who had completed their sen-
tences were disenfranchised due to restrictive
State laws. As of November 2018, the lifetime
ban for persons with certain felony convictions
was eliminated through a Florida ballot initia-
tive. As a result, as many as 1,400,000 people are
now eligible to have their voting rights restored.
In 4 States—Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, and
Tennessee—more than 7 percent of the total
population is disenfranchised.

(8) In those States that disenfranchise individ-
uals post-sentence, the right to vote can be re-
gained in theory, but in practice this possibility
is often granted in a mon-uniform and poten-
tially discriminatory manner. Disenfranchised
individuals sometimes must either obtain a par-
don or an order from the Governor or an action
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by the parole or pardon board, depending on the
offense and State. Individuals convicted of a
Federal offense often have additional barriers to
regaining voting rights.

(9) Many felony disenfranchisement laws
today derive directly from post-Civil War efforts
to stifle the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
ments. Between 1865 and 1880, at least 14
states—Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida,
Georgia, Illinois, Mississippi, Missouri, Ne-
braska, New York, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, and Teras—enacted or ex-
panded their felony disenfranchisement laws.
One of the primary goals of these laws was to
prevent African Americans from voting. Of the
states that enacted or expanded their felony dis-
enfranchisement laws during this post-Civil War
period, at least 11 continue to preclude persons
on felony probation or parole from voting.

(10) State disenfranchisement laws dispropor-
tionately impact racial and ethnic minorities. In
recent years, African Americans have been im-
prisoned at over 5 times the rate of Whites. More
than 6 percent of the voting-age African-Amer-
ican population, or 1,800,000 African Americans,
are disenfranchised due to a felony conviction.
In 9 States—Alabama (16 percent), Arizona (13
percent), Florida (15 percent), Kentucky (15 per-
cent), Mississippi (16 percent), South Dakota (14
percent), Tennessee (21 percent), Virginia (16
percent), and Wyoming (36 percent)—more than
1 in 8 African Americans are unable to vote be-
cause of a felony conviction, twice the national
average for African Americans.

(11) Latino citicens are also disproportionately
disenfranchised based upon their dispropor-
tionate representation in the criminal justice
system. In recent years, Latinos have been im-
prisoned at 2.5 times the rate of Whites. More
than 2 percent of the voting-age Latino popu-
lation, or 560,000 Latinos, are disenfranchised
due to a felony conviction. In 34 states Latinos
are disenfranchised at a higher rate than the
general population. In 11 states 4 percent or
more of Latino adults are disenfranchised due
to a felony conviction (Alabama, 4 percent; Ari-
zona, 7 percent; Arkansas, 4 percent; Idaho, 4
percent; Iowa, 4 percent;, Kentucky, 6 percent;
Minnesota, 4 percent; Mississippi, 5 percent; Ne-
braska, 6 percent; Tennessee, 11 percent; Wyo-
ming, 4 percent), twice the national average for
Latinos.

(12) Disenfranchising citizens who have been
convicted of a criminal offense and who are liv-
ing and working in the community serves no
compelling State interest and hinders their reha-
bilitation and reintegration into society.

(13) State disenfranchisement laws can sup-
press electoral participation among eligible vot-
ers by discouraging voting among family and
community members of disenfranchised persons.
Future electoral participation by the children of
disenfranchised parents may be impacted as
well. Models of successful re-entry for persons
convicted of a crime emphasize the importance
of community ties, feeling vested and integrated,
and prosocial attitudes. Individuals with crimi-
nal convictions who succeed in avoiding recidi-
vism are typically more likely to see themselves
as law-abiding members of the community. Res-
toration of voting rights builds those qualities
and facilitates reintegration into the commu-
nity. That is why allowing citicens with crimi-
nal convictions who are living in a community
to vote is correlated with a lower likelihood of
recidivism. Restoration of voting rights thus re-
duces violence and protects public safety.

(14) The United States is one of the only West-
ern democracies that permits the permanent de-
nial of voting rights for individuals with felony
convictions.

(15) The Eighth Amendment’s prohibition on
cruel and unusual punishments ‘‘guarantees in-
dividuals the right not to be subjected to exces-
sive sanctions.” (Roper v. Simmons, 543 U.S.
551, 560 (2005)). That right stems from the basic
precept of justice ‘‘that punishment for crime
should be graduated and proportioned to [the]
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offense.”” Id. (quoting Weems v. United States,
217 U.S. 349, 367 (1910)). As the Supreme Court
has long recogniced, ‘‘[tjhe concept of propor-
tionality is central to the Eighth Amendment.”’
(Graham v. Florida, 560 U.S. 48, 59 (2010)).
Many State disenfranchisement laws are grossly
disproportional to the offenses that lead to dis-
enfranchisement and thus violate the bar on
cruel and unusual punishments. For example, a
number of states mandate lifetime disenfran-
chisement for a single felony conviction or just
two felony convictions, even where the convic-
tions were for non-violent offenses. In numerous
other States, disenfranchisement can last years
or even decades while individuals remain on
probation or parole, often only because a person
cannot pay their legal financial obligations.
These kinds of extreme voting bans run afoul of
the Eighth Amendment.

(16) The Twenty-Fourth Amendment provides
that the right to vote ‘‘shall nmot be denied or
abridged by the United States or any State by
reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other
tax.”. Section 2 of the Twenty-Fourth Amend-
ment gives Congress the power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation. Court fines
and fees that individuals must pay to have their
voting rights restored constitute an ‘“‘other tax’’
for purposes of the Twenty-Fourth Amendment.
At least five States explicitly require the pay-
ment of fines and fees before individuals with
felony convictions can have their voting rights
restored. More than 20 other states effectively
tie the right to vote to the payment of fines and
fees, by requiring that individuals complete
their probation or parole before their rights are
restored. In these States, the non-payment of
fines and fees is a basis on which probation or
parole can be extended. Moreover, these states
sometimes do not record the basis on which an
individual’s probation or parole was extended,
making it impossible to determine from the
State’s records whether non-payment of fines
and fees is the reason that an individual re-
mains on probation or parole. For these reasons,
the only way to ensure that States do not deny
the right to vote based solely on non-payment of
fines and fees is to prevent States from condi-
tioning voting rights on the completion of pro-
bation or parole.

SEC. 1703. RIGHTS OF CITIZENS.

The right of an individual who is a citizcen of
the United States to vote in any election for
Federal office shall not be denied or abridged
because that individual has been convicted of a
criminal offense unless such individual is serv-
ing a felony sentence in a correctional institu-
tion or facility at the time of the election.

SEC. 1704. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The Attorney Gen-
eral may, in a civil action, obtain such declara-
tory or injunctive relief as is necessary to rem-
edy a violation of this subtitle.

(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A person who is aggrieved by
a violation of this subtitle may provide written
notice of the violation to the chief election offi-
cial of the State involved.

(2) RELIEF.—Except as provided in paragraph
(3), if the violation is not corrected within 90
days after receipt of a notice under paragraph
(1), or within 20 days after receipt of the notice
if the violation occurred within 120 days before
the date of an election for Federal office, the ag-
grieved person may, in a civil action, obtain de-
claratory or injunctive relief with respect to the
violation.

(3) EXCEPTION.—If the wviolation occurred
within 30 days before the date of an election for
Federal office, the aggrieved person need not
provide notice to the chief election official of the
State under paragraph (1) before bringing a civil
action to obtain declaratory or injunctive relief
with respect to the violation.

SEC. 1705. NOTIFICATION OF RESTORATION OF
VOTING RIGHTS.
(a) STATE NOTIFICATION.—
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(1) NOTIFICATION.—On the date determined
under paragraph (2), each State shall—

(A) notify in writing any individual who has
been convicted of a criminal offense under the
law of that State that such individual—

(i) has the right to vote in an election for Fed-
eral office pursuant to the Democracy Restora-
tion Act of 2021; and

(ii) may register to vote in any such election;
and

(B) provide such individual with any mate-
rials that are necessary to register to vote in any
such election.

(2) DATE OF NOTIFICATION.—

(A) FELONY CONVICTION.—In the case of such
an individual who has been convicted of a fel-
ony, the notification required under paragraph
(1) shall be given on the date on which the indi-
vidual—

(i) is sentenced to serve only a term of proba-
tion; or

(ii) is released from the custody of that State
(other than to the custody of another State or
the Federal Government to serve a term of im-
prisonment for a felony conviction).

(B) MISDEMEANOR CONVICTION.—In the case of
such an individual who has been convicted of a
misdemeanor, the notification required under
paragraph (1) shall be given on the date on
which such individual is sentenced by a State
court.

(b) FEDERAL NOTIFICATION.—

(1) NOTIFICATION.—Any individual who has
been convicted of a criminal offense under Fed-
eral law—

(A4) shall be notified in accordance with para-
graph (2) that such individual—

(i) has the right to vote in an election for Fed-
eral office pursuant to the Democracy Restora-
tion Act of 2021; and

(ii) may register to vote in any such election;
and

(B) shall be provided with any materials that
are mecessary to register to vote in any such
election.

(2) DATE OF NOTIFICATION.—

(A) FELONY CONVICTION.—In the case of such
an individual who has been convicted of a fel-
ony, the notification required under paragraph
(1) shall be given—

(i) in the case of an individual who is sen-
tenced to serve only a term of probation, by the
Assistant Director for the Office of Probation
and Pretrial Services of the Administrative Of-
fice of the United States Courts on the date on
which the individual is sentenced; or

(ii) in the case of any individual committed to
the custody of the Bureau of Prisons, by the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Prisons, during the pe-
riod beginning on the date that is 6 months be-
fore such individual is released and ending on
the date such individual is released from the
custody of the Bureau of Prisons.

(B) MISDEMEANOR CONVICTION.—In the case of
such an individual who has been convicted of a
misdemeanor, the notification required under
paragraph (1) shall be given on the date on
which such individual is sentenced by a court
established by an Act of Congress.

SEC. 1706. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this subtitle:

(1) CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION OR FACILITY.—
The term ‘“‘correctional institution or facility”’
means any prison, penitentiary, jail, or other in-
stitution or facility for the confinement of indi-
viduals convicted of criminal offenses, whether
publicly or privately operated, except that such
term does not include any residential community
treatment center (or similar public or private fa-
cility).

(2) ELECTION.—The term ‘‘election’’ means—

(4) a general, special, primary, or runoff elec-
tion;

(B) a convention or caucus of a political party
held to nominate a candidate;

(C) a primary election held for the selection of
delegates to a mational nominating convention
of a political party,; or
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(D) a primary election held for the expression
of a preference for the nomination of persons for
election to the office of President.

(3) FEDERAL OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Federal of-
fice’ means the office of President or Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, or of Senator or Rep-
resentative in, or Delegate or Resident Commis-
sioner to, the Congress of the United States.

(4) PROBATION.—The term ‘‘probation’ means
probation, imposed by a Federal, State, or local
court, with or without a condition on the indi-
vidual involved concerning—

(A) the individual’s freedom of movement;

(B) the payment of damages by the individual;

(C) periodic reporting by the individual to an
officer of the court; or

(D) supervision of the individual by an officer
of the court.

SEC. 1707. RELATION TO OTHER LAWS.

(a) STATE LAWS RELATING TO VOTING
RIGHTS.—Nothing in this subtitle may be con-
strued to prohibit the States from enacting any
State law which affords the right to vote in any
election for Federal office on terms less restric-
tive than those established by this subtitle.

(b) CERTAIN FEDERAL AcCTS.—The rights and
remedies established by this subtitle—

(1) are in addition to all other rights and rem-
edies provided by law, and

(2) shall not supersede, restrict, or limit the
application of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52
U.S.C. 10301 et seq.) or the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.).
SEC. 1708. FEDERAL PRISON FUNDS.

No State, unit of local government, or other
person may receive or use, to construct or other-
wise improve a prison, jail, or other place of in-
carceration, any Federal funds unless that per-
son has in effect a program under which each
individual incarcerated in that person’s juris-
diction who is a citizen of the United States is
notified, upon release from such incarceration,
of that individual’s rights under section 1703.
SEC. 1709. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This subtitle shall apply to citizens of the
United States voting in any election for Federal
office held after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

Subtitle I—Voter Identification and Allowable
Alternatives
SEC. 1801. REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTER IDENTI-
FICATION.

(a) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE IDENTIFICATION
AS CONDITION OF RECEIVING BALLOT.—Section
303 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52
U.S.C. 21083) is amended by redesignating sub-
sections (c) and (d) as subsections (d) and (e),
respectively, and by inserting after subsection
(b) the following new subsection:

““(c) VOTER IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) VOTER IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT DE-
FINED.—For purposes of this subsection:

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘voter identifica-
tion requirement’ means any requirement that
an individual desiring to vote in person in an
election for Federal office present identification
as a requirement to receive or cast a ballot in
person in such election.

‘““(B) EXCEPTION.—Such term does not include
any requirement described in  subsection
(b)(2)(A) as applied with respect to an indi-
vidual described in subsection (b)(1).

““(2) IN GENERAL.—If a State or local jurisdic-
tion has a voter identification requirement, the
State or local jurisdiction—

‘““(A) shall treat any applicable identifying
document as meeting such voter identification
requirement;

‘“(B) motwithstanding the failure to present
an applicable identifying document, shall treat
an individual desiring to vote in person in an
election for Federal office as meeting such voter
identification requirement if—

‘(i) the individual presents the appropriate
State or local election official with a sworn writ-
ten statement, signed in the presence of the offi-
cial by an adult who has known the individual
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for at least six months under penalty of perjury,
attesting to the individual’s identity;

‘‘(ii) the official has known the individual for
at least six months; or

“‘(iii) in the case of a resident of a State-li-
censed care facility, an employee of the facility
confirms the individual’s identity; and

“(C) shall permit any individual desiring to
vote in an election for Federal office who does
not present an applicable identifying document
required under subparagraph (A) or qualify for
an exception under subparagraph (B) to cast a
provisional ballot with respect to the election
under section 302 in accordance with paragraph
(3).
““(3) RULES FOR PROVISIONAL BALLOT.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual may cast a
provisional ballot pursuant to paragraph (2)(C)
so long as the individual presents the appro-
priate State or local election official with a
sworn written statement, signed by the indi-
vidual under penalty of perjury, attesting to the
individual’s identity.

““(B) PROHIBITION ON OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—
Ezxcept as otherwise provided this paragraph, a
State or local jurisdiction may not impose any
other additional requirement or condition with
respect to the casting of a provisional ballot by
an individual described in paragraph (2)(C).

“(C) COUNTING OF PROVISIONAL BALLOT.—In
the case of a provisional ballot cast pursuant to
paragraph (2)(C), the appropriate State or local
election official shall not make a determination
under section 302(a)(4) that the individual is eli-
gible under State law to vote in the election un-
less—

““(i) the official determines that the signature
on such statement matches the signature of such
individual on the official list of registered voters
in the State or other official record or document
used by the State to verify the signatures of vot-
ers; or

““(ii) not later than 10 days after casting the
provisional ballot, the individual presents an
applicable identifying document, either in per-
son or by electronic methods, to the official and
the official confirms the individual is the person
identified on the applicable identifying docu-
ment.

‘““(D) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE DIS-
CREPANCY IN SIGNATURES OR OTHER DEFECTS ON
PROVISIONAL BALLOTS.—

““(i) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE DIS-
CREPANCY IN SIGNATURES.—If an individual
casts a provisional ballot under this paragraph
and the appropriate State or local election offi-
cial determines that a discrepancy exists be-
tween the signature on such ballot and the sig-
nature of such individual on the official list of
registered voters in the State or other official
record or document used by the State to verify
the signatures of voters, such election official,
prior to making a final determination as to the
validity of such ballot, shall—

“(I) as soon as practical, but no later than the
next business day after such determination is
made, make a good faith effort to notify the in-
dividual by mail, telephone, and (if available)
text message and electronic mail that—

‘“(aa) a discrepancy exists between the signa-
ture on such ballot and the signature of the in-
dividual on the official list of registered voters
in the State or other official record or document
used by the State to verify the signatures of vot-
ers; and

“(bb) if such discrepancy is not cured prior to
the expiration of the third day following the
State’s deadline for receiving mail-in ballots or
absentee ballots, such ballot will not be counted;
and

“(II) cure such discrepancy and count the
ballot if, prior to the expiration of the third day
following the State’s deadline for receiving mail-
in ballots or absentee ballots, the individual pro-
vides the official with information to cure such
discrepancy, either in person, by telephone, or
by electronic methods.

““(ii) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE OTHER
DEFECTS.—If an individual casts a provisional
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ballot under this paragraph with a defect
which, if left uncured, would cause the ballot to
not be counted, the appropriate State or local
election official, prior to making a final deter-
mination as to the validity of the ballot, shall—

“(I) as soon as practical, but no later than the
next business day after such determination is
made, make a good faith effort to notify the in-
dividual by mail, telephone, and (if available)
text message and electronic mail that—

“(aa) the ballot has some defect; and

“(bd) if the individual does not cure the other
defect prior to the expiration of the third day
following the State’s deadline for receiving mail-
in ballots or absentee ballots, such ballot will
not be counted,; and

“(II) count the ballot if, prior to the expira-
tion of the third day following the State’s dead-
line for receiving mail-in ballots or absentee bal-
lots, the individual cures the defect.

‘“(E) NO EXEMPTION.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 302(a), States described in section 4(b) of
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 shall
be required to meet the requirements of para-
graph (2)(C).

“(F) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—

““(ti) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in paragraph
2)(C) or this paragraph shall be construed to
prevent a State from permitting an individual
who provides a sworn statement described in
subparagraph (A) to cast a regular ballot in lieu
of a provisional ballot.

“(it) REGULAR BALLOT.—For purpose of this
subparagraph, the term ‘regular ballot’ means a
ballot which is cast and counted in same man-
ner as ballots cast by individuals meeting the
voter identification requirement (and all other
applicable requirements with respect to voting in
the election).

‘“(4) DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF PRE-PRINTED
VERSION OF STATEMENT BY COMMISSION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall de-
velop pre-printed versions of the statements de-
scribed in paragraphs (2)(B)(i) and (3)(A) which
include appropriate blank spaces for the provi-
sion of names and signatures.

“(B) PROVIDING PRE-PRINTED COPY OF STATE-
MENT.—Each State and jurisdiction that has a
voter identification requirement shall make cop-
ies of the pre-printed version of the statement
developed under subparagraph (A) available at
polling places for use by individuals voting in
person.

“(5) REQUIRED PROVISION OF IDENTIFYING
DOCUMENTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State and jurisdic-
tion that has a voter identification requirement
shall—

“(i) for each individual who, on or after the
applicable date, is registered to vote in such
State or jurisdiction in elections for Federal of-
fice, provide the individual with a government-
issued identification that meets the requirements
of this subsection without charge;

“(ii) for each individual who, before the ap-
plicable date, was registered to vote in such
State or jurisdiction in elections for Federal of-
fice but does not otherwise possess an identi-
fying document, provide the individual with a
government-issued identification that meets the
requirements of this subsection without charge,
so long as the State provides the individual with
reasonable opportunities to obtain such identi-
fication prior to the date of the election; and

““(iii) for each individual who is provided with
an identification under clause (i) or clause (ii),
provide the individual with such assistance
without charge upon request as may be mnec-
essary to enable the individual to obtain and
process any documentation necessary to obtain
the identification.

‘“(B) APPLICABLE DATE.—For purposes of this
paragraph, the term ‘applicable date’ means the
later of—

“(i) January 1, 2022, or

““(ii) the first date after the date of the enact-
ment of this subsection for which the State or
local jurisdiction has in effect a voter identifica-
tion requirement.
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“(6) APPLICABLE IDENTIFYING DOCUMENT.—
For purposes of this subsection—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable iden-
tifying document’ means, with respect to any in-
dividual, any document issued to such indi-
vidual containing the individual’s name.

‘““(B) INCLUDED DOCUMENTS.—The term ‘appli-
cable identifying document’ shall include any of
the following (so long as such document is not
expired, as indicated by an expiration date in-
cluded on the document):

“(i) A valid driver’s license or an identifica-
tion card issued by a State, the Federal Govern-
ment, or a State or federally recognized Tribal
government.

“‘(ii) A State-issued identification described in
paragraph (4).

““(iii) A valid United States passport or pass-
port card.

“(iv) A wvalid employee identification card
issued by—

‘“(I) any branch, department, agency, or enti-
ty of the United States Government or of any
State,

‘“(11) any State or federally recognized Tribal
government, or

‘““(I1I1) any county, municipality, board, au-
thority, or other political subdivision of a State.

“(v) A valid student identification card issued
by an institution of higher education, or a valid
high school identification card issued by a
State-accredited high school.

“(vi) A wvalid military
issued by the United States.

“(vii) A valid gun license or concealed carry
permit.

““(viii) A valid Medicare card or Social Secu-
rity card.

“(ix) A valid birth certificate.

“(x) A valid voter registration card.

“(xi) A valid hunting or fishing license issued
by a State.

““(xii) A valid identification card issued to the
individual by the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance (SNAP) program.

““(xiii) A valid identification card issued to the
individual by the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) program.

“(xiv) A valid identification card issued to the
individual by Medicaid.

“(xv) A valid bank card or valid debit card.

“(xvi) A valid utility bill issued within sit
months of the date of the election.

“(xvii) A wvalid lease or mortgage document
issued within six months of the date of the elec-
tion.

“(xviii) A valid bank statement issued within
six months of the date of the election.

“(xix) A valid health insurance card issued to
the voter.

‘“(xx) Any other document containing the in-
dividual’s name issued by—

‘(1) any branch, department, agency, or enti-
ty of the United States Government or of any
State;

‘“(11) any State or federally recognized tribal
government,; or

‘“(I1I) any county, municipality, board, au-
thority, or other political subdivision of a State.

““(C) COPIES AND ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS AC-
CEPTED.—The term ‘applicable identifying docu-
ment’ includes—

‘(i) any copy of a document described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B); and

“‘(ii) any document described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) which is presented in electronic for-
mat.”’.

(b) PAYMENTS TO STATES TO COVER COSTS OF
REQUIRED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Election Assistance
Commission shall make payments to States to
cover the costs incurred in providing identifica-
tions under section 303(c)(5) of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002, as amended by this section.

(2) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT.—The amount of the
payment made to a State under this subsection
for any year shall be equal to the amount of fees
which would have been collected by the State

identification card
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during the year in providing the identifications
required under section 303(c)(5) of such Act if
the State had charged the usual and customary
rates for such identifications, as determined on
the basis of information furnished to the Com-
mission by the State at such time and in such
form as the Commission may require.

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authoriced to be appropriated for
payments under this subsection an aggregate
amount of $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
303(b)(2)(A) of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (52 U.S.C. 21083(b)(2)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘in person’ and
all that follows and inserting ‘‘in person, pre-
sents to the appropriate State or local election
official an applicable identifying document (as
defined in subsection (c)(6)); or’’; and

(2) in clause (ii), by striking by mail”’ and all
that follows and inserting by mail, submits
with the ballot an applicable identifying docu-
ment (as so defined).”’.

(d) DEFINITION.—For the purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘State’”” means each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa,
the United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 303(e) of such
Act (52 U.S.C. 21083(d)(2)), as redesignated by
subsection (a), is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

““(3) VOTER IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—
Each State and jurisdiction shall be required to
comply with the requirements of subsection (c)
with respect to elections for Federal office held
on or after January 1, 2022.”".

Subtitle J—Voter List Maintenance
Procedures

PART 1—VOTER CAGING PROHIBITED
SEC. 1901. VOTER CAGING PROHIBITED.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘voter caging document’’ means—

(A) a non-forwardable document sent by any
person other than a State or local election offi-
cial that is returned to the sender or a third
party as undelivered or undeliverable despite an
attempt to deliver such document to the address
of a registered voter or applicant; or

(B) any document sent by any person other
than a State or local election official with in-
structions to an addressee that the document be
returned to the sender or a third party but is
not so returned, despite an attempt to deliver
such document to the address of a registered
voter or applicant;

(2) the term ‘“‘voter caging list”” means a list of
individuals compiled from voter caging docu-
ments; and

(3) the term ‘‘unverified match list”’ means
any list produced by matching the information
of registered voters or applicants for voter reg-
istration to a list of individuals who are ineli-
gible to vote in the registrar’s jurisdiction, by
virtue of death, conviction, change of address,
or otherwise, unless one of the pieces of infor-
mation matched includes a signature, photo-
graph, or unique identifying number ensuring
that the information from each source refers to
the same individual.

(b) PROHIBITION AGAINST VOTER CAGING.—No
State or local election official shall prevent an
individual from registering or voting in any
election for Federal office, or permit in connec-
tion with any election for Federal office a for-
mal challenge under State law to an individ-
ual’s registration status or eligibility to vote, if
the basis for such decision is evidence consisting
of—

(1) a voter caging document or voter caging
list;

(2) an unverified match list;

(3) an error or omission on any record or
paper relating to any application, registration,
or other act requisite to voting, if such error or
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omission is not material to an individual’s eligi-
bility to vote under section 2004(a)(2)(B) of the
Revised Statutes (52 U.S.C. 10101(a)(2)(B)); or

(4) any other evidence so designated for pur-
poses of this section by the Election Assistance
Commission,
except that the election official may use such
evidence if it is corroborated by independent evi-
dence of the individual’s ineligibility to register
or vote.

(c) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) CIVIL ENFORCEMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General may
bring a civil action in an appropriate district
court for such declaratory or injunctive relief as
is necessary to carry out this section.

(B) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A person who is aggrieved by
a violation of this section may provide written
notice of the violation to the chief election offi-
cial of the State involved.

(ii) RELIEF.—Except as provided in clause
(iii), if the violation is not corrected within 90
days after receipt of a notice under clause (i), or
within 20 days after receipt of the notice if the
violation occurred within 120 days before the
date of an election for Federal office, the ag-
grieved person may, in a civil action, obtain de-
claratory or injunctive relief with respect to the
violation.

(iii) EXCEPTION.—If the wviolation occurred
within 30 days before the date of an election for
Federal office, on the date of the election, or
after the date of the election but prior to the
completion of the canvass, the aggrieved person
need not provide notice under clause (i) before
bringing a civil action to obtain declaratory or
injunctive relief with respect to the violation.

(2) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Whoever knowingly
challenges the eligibility of one or more individ-
uals to register or vote or knowingly causes the
eligibility of such individuals to be challenged
in violation of this section with the intent that
one or more eligible voters be disqualified, shall
be fined under title 18, United States Code, or
imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both, for
each such violation. Each violation shall be a
separate offense.

(d) NO EFFECT ON RELATED LAWS.—Nothing
in this section is intended to override the protec-
tions of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.) or to affect the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.).
PART 2—SAVING ELIGIBLE VOTERS FROM

VOTER PURGING
SEC. 1911. CONDITIONS FOR REMOVAL OF VOT-
ERS FROM LIST OF REGISTERED
VOTERS.

(a) CONDITIONS DESCRIBED.—The National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after section 8 the
following new section:

“SEC. 8A. CONDITIONS FOR REMOVAL OF VOTERS
FROM OFFICIAL LIST OF REG-
ISTERED VOTERS.

“(a) VERIFICATION ON BASIS OF OBJECTIVE
AND RELIABLE EVIDENCE OF INELIGIBILITY.—

‘(1)  REQUIRING  VERIFICATION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of this Act, a State
may not remove the name of any registrant from
the official list of voters eligible to vote in elec-
tions for Federal office in the State unless the
State verifies, on the basis of objective and reli-
able evidence, that the registrant is ineligible to
vote in such elections.

““(2) FACTORS NOT CONSIDERED AS OBJECTIVE
AND RELIABLE EVIDENCE OF INELIGIBILITY.—For
purposes of paragraph (1), except as permitted
under section 8(d) after a mnotice described in
paragraph (2) of such section has been sent, the
following factors, or any combination thereof,
shall not be treated as objective and reliable evi-
dence of a registrant’s ineligibility to vote:

“(A) The failure of the registrant to vote in
any election.

““(B) The failure of the registrant to respond
to any election mail, unless the election mail has
been returned as undeliverable.
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‘““(C) The failure of the registrant to take any
other action with respect to voting in any elec-
tion or with respect to the registrant’s status as
a registrant.

““(3) REMOVAL BASED ON OFFICIAL RECORDS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section
shall prohibit a State from removing a registrant
from the official list of eligible voters in elections
for Federal office if, on the basis of official
records maintained by the State, a State or local
election official knows, on the basis of objective
and reliable evidence, that the registrant has—

‘(i) died; or

“‘(ii) permanently moved out of the State and
is no longer eligible to vote in the State.

“(B) OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE ELIGI-
BILITY.—The State shall provide a voter removed
from the official list of eligible voters in elections
for Federal office under this paragraph an op-
portunity to demonstrate that the registrant is
eligible to vote and be reinstated on the official
list of eligible voters in elections for Federal of-
fice in the State.

““(b) NOTICE AFTER REMOVAL.—

‘(1) NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL REMOVED.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 48 hours
after a State removes the name of a registrant
from the official list of eligible voters, the State
shall send mnotice of the removal to the former
registrant, and shall include in the notice the
grounds for the removal and information on
how the former registrant may contest the re-
moval or be reinstated, including a telephone
number for the appropriate election official.

‘“‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraph (A) does
not apply in the case of a registrant—

“(i) who sends written confirmation to the
State that the registrant is no longer eligible to
vote in the registrar’s jurisdiction in which the
registrant was registered; or

““(ii) who is removed from the official list of el-
igible voters by reason of the death of the reg-
istrant.

““(2) PUBLIC NOTICE.—Not later than 48 hours
after conducting any general program to remove
the names of ineligible voters from the official
list of eligible voters (as described in section
8(a)(4)), the State shall disseminate a public no-
tice through such methods as may be reasonable
to reach the general public (including by pub-
lishing the motice in a newspaper of wide cir-
culation and posting the notice on the websites
of the appropriate election officials) that list
maintenance is taking place and that reg-
istrants should check their registration status to
ensure no errors or mistakes have been made.
The State shall ensure that the public notice
disseminated under this paragraph is in a for-
mat that is reasonably convenient and acces-
sible to voters with disabilities, including voters
who have low vision or are blind.”’.

(b) CONDITIONS FOR TRANSMISSION OF NOTICES
OF REMOVAL.—Section 8(d) of such Act (52
U.S.C. 20507(d)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘““(4) A State may mot transmit a motice to a
registrant under this subsection unless the State
obtains objective and reliable evidence (in ac-
cordance with the standards for such evidence
which are described in section 8A(a)(2)) that the
registrant has changed residence to a place out-
side the registrar’s jurisdiction in which the reg-
istrant is registered.’’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT OF
1993.—Section 8(a) of such Act (52 U.S.C.
20507(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘provide’’
and inserting ‘‘subject to section 8A, provide’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘“‘conduct’
and inserting ‘‘subject to section 84, conduct’’.

(2) HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002.—Section
303(a)(4)(A) of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (52 U.S.C. 21083(a)(4)(4)) is amended by
striking ‘‘registrants’ the second place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘and subject to section 84
of such Act, registrants’’.
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(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

Subtitle K—Severability
SEC. 1921. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this title or any amend-
ment made by this title, or the application of
any such provision or amendment to any person
or circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional,
the remainder of this title, and the application
of such provision or amendment to any other
person or circumstance, shall not be affected by
the holding.

DIVISION B—ELECTION INTEGRITY

TITLE II—PROHIBITING INTERFERENCE
WITH VOTER REGISTRATION
SEC. 2001. PROHIBITING HINDERING, INTER-
FERING WITH, OR PREVENTING
VOTER REGISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 29 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§612. Hindering, interfering with, or pre-
venting registering to vote

‘““(a) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for
any person, whether acting under color of law
or otherwise, to corruptly hinder, interfere with,
or prevent another person from registering to
vote or to corruptly hinder, interfere with, or
prevent another person from aiding another per-
son in registering to vote.

““(b) ATTEMPT.—Any person who attempts to
commit any offense described in subsection (a)
shall be subject to the same penalties as those
prescribed for the offense that the person at-
tempted to commit.

““(c) PENALTY.—Any person who violates sub-
section (a) shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned not more than 5 years, or both.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 29 of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item:

““612. Hindering, interfering with,

venting registering to vote.”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to elec-
tions held on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act, except that no person may be found
to have violated section 612 of title 18, United
States Code (as added by subsection (a)), on the
basis of any act occurring prior to the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 2002. ESTABLISHMENT OF BEST PRACTICES.

(a) BEST PRACTICES.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General shall develop and publish rec-
ommendations for best practices for States to use
to deter and prevent violations of section 612 of
title 18, United States Code (as added by section
2001), and section 12 of the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20511) (relating
to the unlawful interference with registering to
vote, or voting, or attempting to register to vote
or vote), including practices to provide for the
posting of relevant information at polling places
and voter registration agencies under such Act,
the training of poll workers and election offi-
cials, and relevant educational materials. For
purposes of this subsection, the term “‘State’ in-
cludes the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa,
the United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(b) INCLUSION IN VOTER INFORMATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Section 302(b)(2) of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21082(b)(2))
is amended—

(1) by striking “‘and’ at the end of subpara-
graph (E);

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (F) and inserting *‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(G) information relating to the prohibitions
of section 612 of title 18, United States Code,

or pre-
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and section 12 of the National Voter Registra-
tion Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20511) (relating to the
unlawful interference with registering to vote,
or voting, or attempting to register to vote or
vote), including information on how individuals
may report allegations of violations of such pro-
hibitions.”’.
TITLE IITI—PREVENTING ELECTION
SUBVERSION

Subtitle A—Restrictions on Removal of
Election Administrators
SEC. 3001. RESTRICTIONS ON REMOVAL OF LOCAL
ELECTION ADMINISTRATORS IN AD-
MINISTRATION OF ELECTIONS FOR
FEDERAL OFFICE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
findings:

(1) Congress has explicit and broad authority
to regulate the time, place, and manner of Fed-
eral elections under the Elections Clause under
article I, section 4, clause 1 of the Constitution,
including by establishing standards for the fair,
impartial, and uniform administration of Fed-
eral elections by State and local officials.

(2) The Elections Clause was understood from
the framing of the Constitution to contain
“words of great latitude,” granting Congress
broad power over Federal elections and a ple-
nary right to preempt State regulation in this
area. As made clear at the Constitutional Con-
vention and the State ratification debates that
followed, this grant of congressional authority
was meant to ‘‘insure free and fair elections,”
promote the uniform administration of Federal
elections, and ‘‘preserve and restore to the peo-
ple their equal and sacred rights of election.’’.

(3) In the founding debates on the Elections
Clause, many delegates also argued that a broad
grant of authority to Congress over Federal
elections was mnecessary to check any ‘‘abuses
that might be made of the discretionary power’’
to regulate the time, place, and manner of elec-
tions granted the States, including attempts at
partisan entrenchment, malapportionment, and
the exclusion of political minorities. As the Su-
preme Court has recognized, the Elections
Clause empowers Congress to ‘‘protect the elec-
tions on which its existence depends,” Ex parte
Yarbrough, 110 U.S. 651, 658 (1884), and ‘‘protect
the citizen in the exercise of rights conferred by
the Constitution of the United States essential
to the healthy organization of the government
itself,”” id. at 666.

(4) The Elections Clause grants Congress ‘‘ple-
nary and paramount jurisdiction over the whole
subject’ of Federal elections, Ex parte Siebold,
100 U.S. 371, 388 (1879), allowing Congress to im-
plement “‘a complete code for congressional elec-
tions.”” Smiley v. Holm, 285 U.S. 355, 366 (1932).
The Elections Clause, unlike, for example, the
Commerce Clause, has been found to grant Con-
gress the authority to compel States to alter
their regulations as to Federal elections, id. at
id. at 366—67, even if these alterations would im-
pose additional costs on the States to execute or
enforce. Association of Community Organiza-
tions for Reform Now v. Miller, 129 F.3d 833 (6th
Cir. 1997).

(5) The phrase “manner of holding elections”
in the Elections Clause has been interpreted by
the Supreme Court to authorize Congress to reg-
ulate all aspects of the Federal election process,
including ‘‘notices, registration, supervision of
voting, protection of voters, prevention of fraud
and corrupt practices, counting of votes, duties
of inspectors and canvassers, and the making
and publication of election returns.”’ Smiley v.
Holm, 285 U.S. 355, 366 (1932).

(6) The Supreme Court has recognized the
broad ‘‘substantive scope’ of the Elections
Clause and upheld Federal laws promulgated
thereunder regulating redistricting, voter reg-
istration, campaign finance, primary elections,
recounts, party affiliation rules, and balloting.

(7) The authority of Congress under the Elec-
tions Clause also entails the power to ensure en-
forcement of its laws regulating Federal elec-
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tions. “[I]f Congress has the power to make reg-
ulations, it must have the power to enforce
them.”” Ex parte Siebold, 100 U.S. 371, 387 (1879).
The Supreme Court has noted that there can be
no question that Congress may impose addi-
tional penalties for offenses committed by State
officers in connection with Federal elections
even if they differ from the penalties prescribed
by State law for the same acts. Id. at 387-88.

(8) The fair and impartial administration of
Federal elections by State and local officials is
central to ‘‘the successful working of this gov-
ernment,”’ Ex parte Yarbrough, 110 U.S. 651, 666
(1884), and to ‘“‘protect the act of voting . . . and
the election itself from corruption or fraud,” id.
at 661-62.

(9) The Elections Clause thus grants Congress
the authority to ensure that the administration
of Federal elections is free of political bias or
discrimination and that election officials are in-
sulated from political influence or other forms of
coercion in discharging their duties in connec-
tion with Federal elections.

(10) In some States, oversight of local election
administrators has been allocated to State Elec-
tion Boards, or special commissions formed by
those boards, that are appointed by the pre-
vailing political party in a State, as opposed to
nonpartisan or elected office holders.

(11) In certain newly enacted State policies,
these appointed statewide election administra-
tors have been granted wide latitude to suspend
or remove local election administrators in cases
where the statewide election administrators
identify whatever the State deems to be a viola-
tion. There is no requirement that there be a
finding of intent by the local election adminis-
trator to commit the violation.

(12) Local election administrators across the
country can be suspended or removed according
to different standards, potentially exposing
them to different political pressures or biases
that could result in uneven administration of
Federal elections.

(13) The Elections Clause grants Congress the
ultimate authority to ensure that oversight of
State and local election administrators is fair
and impartial in order to ensure equitable and
uniform administration of Federal elections.

(b) RESTRICTION.—

(1) STANDARD FOR REMOVAL OF A LOCAL ELEC-
TION ADMINISTRATOR.—A statewide election ad-
ministrator may only suspend, remove, or relieve
the duties of a local election administrator in
the State with respect to the administration of
an election for Federal office for inefficiency,
neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office.

(2) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any local election adminis-
trator suspended, removed, or otherwise relieved
of duties in violation of paragraph (1) with re-
spect to the administration of an election for
Federal office or against whom any proceeding
for suspension, removal, or relief from duty in
violation of paragraph (1) with respect to the
administration of an election for Federal office
may be pending, may bring an action in an ap-
propriate district court of the United States for
declaratory or injunctive relief with respect to
the violation. Any such action shall name as the
defendant the statewide election administrator
responsible for the adverse action. The district
court shall, to the extent practicable, expedite
any such proceeding.

(B) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—Any action
brought under this subsection must be com-
menced not later than one year after the date of
the suspension, removal, relief from duties, or
commencement of the proceeding to remove, sus-
pend, or relieve the duties of a local election ad-
ministrator with respect to the administration of
an election for Federal office.

(3) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—In any action or pro-
ceeding under this subsection, the court may
allow a prevailing plaintiff, other than the
United States, reasonable attorney’s fees as part
of the costs, and may include expert fees as part
of the attorney’s fee. The term ‘‘prevailing
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plaintiff”’ means a plaintiff that substantially
prevails pursuant to a judicial or administrative
judgment or order, or an enforceable written
agreement.

(4) REMOVAL OF STATE PROCEEDINGS TO FED-
ERAL COURT.—A local election administrator
who is subject to an administrative or judicial
proceeding for suspension, removal, or relief
from duty by a statewide election administrator
with respect to the administration of an election
for Federal office may remove the proceeding to
an appropriate district court of the United
States. Any order remanding a case to the State
court or agency from which it was removed
under this subsection shall be reviewable by ap-
peal or otherwise.

(5) RIGHT OF UNITED STATES TO INTERVENE.—

(A) NOTICE TO ATTORNEY GENERAL.—When-
ever any administrative or judicial proceeding is
brought to suspend, remove, or relieve the duties
of any local election administrator by a state-
wide election administrator with respect to the
administration of an election for Federal office,
the statewide election administrator who initi-
ated such proceeding shall deliver a copy of the
pleadings instituting the proceeding to the As-
sistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Di-
vision of the Department of Justice. The local
election administrator against whom such pro-
ceeding is brought may also deliver such plead-
ings to the Assistant Attorney General.

(B) RIGHT TO INTERVENE.—The United States
may intervene in any administrative or judicial
proceeding brought to suspend, remove, or re-
lieve the duties of any local election adminis-
trator by a statewide election administrator with
respect to the administration of an election for
Federal office and in any action initiated pur-
suant to paragraph (2) or in any removal pursu-
ant to paragraph (4).

(6) REVIEW.—In reviewing any action brought
under this section, a court of the United States
shall not afford any deference to any State offi-
cial, administrator, or tribunal that initiated,
approved, adjudicated, or reviewed any admin-
istrative or judicial proceeding to suspend, re-
move, or otherwise relieve the duties of a local
election administrator.

(¢) REPORTS TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the suspension, removal, or relief of the duties
of a local election administrator by a statewide
election administrator, the Statewide election
administrator shall submit to the Assistant At-
torney General for the Civil Rights Divisions of
the Department of Justice a report that includes
the following information:

(A) A statement that a local election adminis-
trator was suspended, removed, or relieved of
their duties.

(B) Information on whether the local election
administrator was determined to have engaged
in gross negligence, neglect of duty, or malfea-
sance in office.

(C) A description of the effect that the suspen-
sion, removal, or relief of the duties of the local
election administrator will have on—

(i) the administration of elections and voters
in the election jurisdictions for which the local
election official provided such duties; and

(ii) the administration of elections and voters
in the State at large.

(D) Demographic information about the local
election official suspended, removed, or relieved
and the jurisdictions for which such election of-
ficial was providing the duties suspended, re-
moved, or relieved.

(E) Such other information as requested by
the Assistant Attorney General for the purposes
of determining—

(i) whether such suspension, removal, or relief
of duties was based on unlawful discrimination;
and

(ii) (whether such suspension, removal, or re-
lief of duties was due to gross negligence, ne-
glect of duty, or malfeasance in office.

(2) EXPEDITED REPORTING FOR ACTIONS WITHIN
30 DAYS OF AN ELECTION.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—If a suspension, removal, or
relief of duties of a local administrator described
in paragraph (1) occurs during the period de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), the report required
under paragraph (1) shall be submitted not later
than 48 hours after such suspension, removal, or
relief of duties.

(B) PERIOD DESCRIBED.—The period described
in this subparagraph is any period which begins
60 days before the date of an election for Fed-
eral office and which ends 60 days after such
election.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section,
lowing definitions apply:

(1) ELECTION.—The term ‘‘election’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 301(1) of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (52
U.S.C. 30101(1)).

(2) FEDERAL OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Federal of-
fice”’ has the meaning given the term in section
301(3) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971 (52 U.S.C. 30101(3)).

(3) LOCAL ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR.—The
term ‘“‘local election administrator’ means, with
respect to a local jurisdiction in a State, the in-
dividual or entity responsible for the adminis-
tration of elections for Federal office in the local
jurisdiction.

(4) STATEWIDE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR.—
The term ‘‘Statewide election administrator’
means, with respect to a State—

(4) the individual or entity, including a State
elections board, responsible for the administra-
tion of elections for Federal office in the State
on a statewide basis; or

(B) a statewide legislative or executive entity
with the authority to suspend, remove, or relieve
a local election administrator.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to grant any addi-
tional authority to remove a local elections ad-
ministrator beyond any authority provided
under the law of the State.

Subtitle B—Increased Protections for Election
Workers
SEC. 3101. HARASSMENT OF ELECTION WORKERS
PROHIBITED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 29 of title 18,
United 6 States Code, as amended by section
2001(a), is amended by adding at the end the
following new section:

“SEC. 613. HARASSMENT OF ELECTION RELATED
OFFICIALS.

“(a) HARASSMENT OF ELECTION WORKERS.—It
shall be unlawful for any person, whether act-
ing under color of law or otherwise, to intimi-
date, threaten, coerce, or attempt to intimidate,
threaten, or coerce an election worker described
in subsection (b) with intent to impede, intimi-
date, or interfere with such official while en-
gaged in the performance of official duties, or
with intent to retaliate against such official on
account of the performance of official duties.

“(b) ELECTION WORKER DESCRIBED.—An elec-
tion worker as described in this section is any
individual who is an election official, poll work-
er, or an election volunteer in connection with
an election for a Federal office.

““(c) PENALTY.—Any person who violates sub-
section (a) shall be fined not more than $100,000,
imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 29 of title 18, United States
Code, as amended by section 2001(b), is amended
by adding at the end the following new item:
““613. Harassment of election related officials.”.
SEC. 3102. PROTECTION OF ELECTION WORKERS.

Paragraph (2) of section 119(b) of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘or’
at the end of subparagraph (C), by inserting
“or”” at the end of subparagraph (D), and by
adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“(E) any individual who is an election offi-
cial, a poll worker, or an election volunteer in
connection with an election for a Federal of-
fice;”’.

the fol-
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Subtitle C—Prohibiting Deceptive Practices
and Preventing Voter Intimidation
SEC. 3201. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Deceptive
Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act
of 2021.
SEC. 3202. PROHIBITION ON DECEPTIVE PRAC-

TICES IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Subsection (b) of section
2004 of the Revised Statutes (52 U.S.C. 10101(b))
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘No person’ and inserting the
following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No person’’; and

(2) by inserting at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(2) FALSE STATEMENTS REGARDING FEDERAL
ELECTIONS.—

‘““(A) PROHIBITION.—No person, whether act-
ing under color of law or otherwise, shall, with-
in 60 days before an election described in para-
graph (5), by any means, including by means of
written, electronic, or telephonic communica-
tions, communicate or cause to be communicated
information described in subparagraph (B), or
produce information described in subparagraph
(B) with the intent that such information be
communicated, if such person—

‘(i) knows such information to be materially
false; and

““(ii) has the intent to impede or prevent an-
other person from exercising the right to vote in
an election described in paragraph (5).

“(B) INFORMATION DESCRIBED.—Information
is described in this subparagraph if such infor-
mation is regarding—

““(i) th